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Who we are...

Seventh-day Adventist Kinship International, Inc. is 8 support groop which minisers w the
spiritnal, emotional, social, and physical well being of Seventh-day Adventist leshians, gy

504 Khlﬁhip-.ﬁl:ilihl'::s and promotes the understanding and sffirmation of
homosemal and bisemal Adventises among thenselves and within the Seventh-day
Adventist community through education, advocacy, and reconciliaton.

Founded in 1976, the songsrafit opmnzmation was mcorporated in 1981 and hes o bosed of
15 aifficers and 10 mgional eooodinsmes, The curment st of members and friends inciodes
well over & thowsand people in 16 countrics

SDA Kinship believes the Bible do¢s not condemn, or even mention, homosen-
aliry- 25 a semal enentation. Ellen . White does nor parallel any of the Hible mxts,
which are often used to condemn homosexuals. Most of the anguish imposed opon
God's children who geow up gay or leshian has it roots in 8 misunderstanding of
what the Bible sy

Kinahip operates sodely on contmbutions from its members and frends

SDA Kinship supports the advancernent of human righms for all peaple.

Support Kinahip

Kinghip depends on you. Kinship 15 supported solely by contribunons. Help us
reach out to more guy Adventises by making a tx-dedoerible donstion 1o SDA
Kinship Internadonal. Plesse send your check or money arder to the address below,
SPA Kinship, PO. Box 7320, Luguna Niguel, CA 92677, (714) 248-1299,

REGIONAL COORDIMATORE

Region 3 Regian 7
A0 rian Conta 503} 2925098
SRR Sy Maoe (404) €33-8407 st 503}
Olrect Vst {801} 5145315 Region 4 Region &
Womet Bruce Haddow 714) 2481799 Rotand Andercn [20%) 1258113
|
Yaland Hliet (4103 533-5382 Region 5 and KinNet Reglon &
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CONNECTION readers
Continuing what you want.

AS REQUESTED FROM KAMPMEETING QUESTIDONNAIRES

Ar Kampmeeting last yeay, attendees filled out a questionnaire asking them to tell ws what they
wondd like 2o see in the CONNECTION. The mast requested thing of contrse war the stories, and we
featured those once agiin fn a vecent tmwe. Otber suggestions and nterests emerged from the question-
nuire as well. One interesting suggestion wag @ vequest that we bave avticler about, and show pictures of
gay people’s bomies.

This issue, tn response to that suggestion features an article an @ most intrresting home in Australia
belonging o Lolf Boek. Dolf bas comtributed a number of times to the CONNECTION in recent
years, and we are privileged to be able to show bis elegant bome.

The article we present on page 6 oviginally appeared in newHome. Alvo in thiy isoue wag an
editorial which spoke of the courage of Dolf as be undertook the challenge of creating, ar a wrost difficult
time in bis life, a beantiful and magnificent bome.

The following editorial first appeared in newHome, May 2 - 8, 1998 Herald Sun & Weekly
Times

It is often said that from adversity inspiration springs. Courage too. As a very old man,
| Winston Churchill was invited to the annual pﬁz&g'wing at the schoal he had amended as a
vouth. As the day drew near, the school was a buzz with excitement ar the prospect of an
inspiring address from the “greatest living Englishman”, the man who, in Britain’s darkest
hours of World War 11, declared: “we will never surrender.”

Churchill was introduced by the headmaster and invited to the podium. The man with an
unrivalled gift for public speaking simply said; *Boys, never give up, never ever give up.” He
then returned slowly to his seat. There was a stunned silence, followed by applasse thar
nearly raised the roof as the import of his profound message sank in. In rewHome today,
Matasha Perera tells the inspiring story of a man who also refused to give up. Disgnosed with
cancer, Dolf Boek was given six months to live. Did he wait to die? No, sir. Dolf decided wo
build a house, nio ordinary house, either. He has converted 1 1920s North Melbourne factory
into a stunning plice of space and light that represents his own, deeply personal triumph over
adversity. Natasha’s story is on page 6. Tony Hitchin, Editor
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Ritch Bamron has
remained frue to his
refigious belists despite
less than honorable
treatment by some

chusnch msmders.

BEN R e Al TBRL

Will o God

= -..'-.|1

BY RITCH H#HH“

v Dad, Evané:’lﬂ.‘:ﬂfthﬂarmh L
raught me (o never scciept something

Hlmpl}' beciose somebody said it His
faith was active snd investipative. He alsn
taught me that what your head was thinkimg was
moreimpartant than what your bedy wis doing.
Christ satd it this ways ™ Fhis pesple honmors me
with ther lips, but th:lr hearts are far from me;
m vain da chey wm:.hhu:l me, teaching human
precepts as doctnines,” Matt |5:8 So early in
my life T began to smdy for myself. Chinil’s will
wis ton impartant to be lefe for others 1o decide
for, 1me- ]

Over the peans; 1 h:nq: I.:Hrne.rl.. thot it is not-
ahways easy o know the will of God. Iris |
usually even more difficult ro follow, God's
cheices seem o ifways g nL,umar"l.h& will oaf rhe
majority. Following G WILL lead to
trawthle. . Bur then, Chrast said it wosld be thar

Wiy,
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I have learned that it

s not always easy to
know the will of God.
LHER '

Liast vear, a oommitoes Was seE up IJ:,' my
local SDVA congrepation 1o estabilish whether an

apenly gay person could be o member in good
standing. In the process bf the study, they askod

e tés “Fustily!" mp life-dtyle. Twss, quite 1

ressonahly, offended by the way the: question
was worded, Buot, in the interest of erying to
infarm the three members of the commiries
wh seemed penuinely interested in leaming, 1
prepared on answer. Ina 30 minute présenta-
tion, 1 tald them how my being gay fie inte the
Will of God for my hife:

My understanding of the will of God is
informed by four witnesses: Scriprure, Tradi-

@

E.r'.'f]ll'l

'bnfus

tion, Reason and Experience.

First and most important is Seripure. o
the law and to the testmony; if they speak not
acdording to this word, it is because chere i no
lightin them," Isaish 8:20 Unformunately this
withess has been miisusedd and abuised. Seojpiure

been nsed o | DTS SETTH IS ITE 31

sy Tt weaw the fuel. 'I:hn-l kindie:d the firesof
the Spafilsh Inguisition and was the foundution
of the Salem Witch Trials on this<ide of the

Arlantic, Thos it muse be examined ciorefulh

“Surfade reading often leads to errors. “These

Jews were more receprive than those in
Thessalonics, for they welcomed the messipe
very eagerly and examined the seriprores every
day torsee whether these things wers 00" Acts
17:11

AThe second witness & Tradigon, Paul
wrate to the Thessalonians: “Stand firm and
hold fas to the traditons thar vou were 'l‘IHEI!hT
" 2 Thess 2:11% Traditons can point us
in o Gorrect direction, They help 1o make
religion stuble and Fomilizr, Bor traditions st

ichange und adapt w new sitmnions. The

tradmians Paul vefers to above wers less than
ﬂﬁ years old and followers had mven their lives
becausk these traditions were unacceptable t
the estiblished church, Traditons must b
examined closely. Eearning how they inntially

i bevame sccepted can help. Each new genera-

rion must gither reestablish these radinons
because they seill work, or replace them with a
berrer view of Crod and His wilk. Of the four
witnesses, tradition is the most dangerous, Iris
resiatant 1o either expminanon or change.
Changing tradithon canses anxiety and is often
met with resistanen. But Christ himsell poanted
ot that tradition can be wrong. “So for the
sake of your tradivion, you make vofd the word
of God * Matr 15:6 Ellen White adds, * Time
will nae furn error o Truthe” S0 we mmst
sxamine rraditions in the lght of the orher three
WINEESEs.,

‘The third witmess 6 reason. While it i oot
necessary for me to always undesstand God, 1

‘miugt respect Him. This respect, however, i

NOT an aceof will T eannoe, through grited
teath, foree myself to respect a Giod which 1 do

pot like. Rather, this respect must be & response:

of love. Fvanwhen [ dony unierstans] Gaosds
action, I must believe and truse his wo find che
Best for my life. | mist see in Grod 2 chemeoter
whach I 'want to emulste. The God of the Old
Testnment Bible appears quire ssmilsr 1o the

oy of paganism. He is arhitrary, selfish,

This ot the Cred T sew
The God of Jesas does nor

victoms and heartless.
reflected tn Jesns,

R ———
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make arbitrary rufes, He purposes is
to make our life berrer and fuller.
“Come o me, all yoo that are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will grivee you rest .. for [ am gentle
and humble in heart; and vou will find
rest for your souls. For my yoke i
easy, and my burden is Hghe" Man
11:28, 29, This God is not afraid to be
challenged. e tells us to “prove”
him. He'is putient with angry peaple,
Itis one of the things 1 like best aboun
him. This is o God T can both love and
rEspect

Finally, there is experience. This
i% the most subjective of the wirness,
vet it well grounded in Seriprore.
Feter was given o vision which per-
sunded him to go to the gentile
househald of Cornelins. After preach-
g Christ to these gentiles, he
watches in simazement as they speak in
tangues just like the Jews on Pente-
cost. His resporise 1o this expericnce
was: “OFf o0 Truth 1 pereeive that God
i5 fo respecter of persons.” Acts 10:34
It was Paul's experience on the Dam-
sseus road that converted him w
Christ, RH]EIEH.LELIE!.-'. Crod used experi-
ence when sll ather means failed.

Lat me, then, shere'whnt these

“This is a God I
can hoth love and
respect.”

witnesses sav to me regarding the issue
of homosexuality,

SCRIFTURE

There are sgven passages of
Seripture which are usually nsed
torm the dogtring against homosexual-
iy, Genesis 1 & 2, Genesis 20, Judges
L%, Leviticus 18, Romans 1, Lt
Carinthians &, and 1se Timathy 1.

Gienesis | & 2, the story of
Crreation does not mentian homosesm-
atity: It s uked 1o sugpest thar Gad

had only one idea-at creazion - Mo-

nogamaus, heterosemal union wich the
sole purpose of procreation. The vast
majority of people of the Bible are thus
outside God’s pae ides. Samuel never
married. David, 2 man after God's own
hearr, had hundreds of wives. Mosz of
the patriarchs do not fie this one idea.
This is also used tosuggesr thar sex js
only for procreation, an idea which of
course cannot inchode homesexnal
physical expression. However, it also
ifoes not include those couples wha find
themselves unable to have children or

R A SR E P s R FE e oA s " 8 & &

there to help Lot and his family escape
the coming descruction,

Christ referred o Sadom and
Cromorrah when speaking abeut rhe
cnes wh refuse hospimlity to his
missionaries. IF homosexmality were
the reason for this destruction, this
reference by Christ wonld make no
sepse. IF the sin i lack of hospicality, It
makes perfect sense. These stories
cannor be ssed 1o establish chat
homaosexnality is 4 gin.

Leviteus 18: We in the 2{th

¥ 4 % % # F % 4 ok & oa i dw e odE b

Even a casual reading shows that they are

not about homosexuality. What the evil

men of these tales want to do is rape.

those whao are pass the child bearing
vears. To follow this logic, these alep
must not engage in sex, I vou allow
thise other groups o engage in physi-
eal lowe and deny it tosame=sex
conples, it is your prepudice, not
surrpture, which voo ere following,

Grenesis 20 and Judges 19 are very
stmiilar stones. Even a casual reading
shows thar they are not aboar homo-
sexunlity. What the evil men of these
tafes want to do i rape. Tt was o
common practice in Bible tmes, The
vicsorious treated o conquered cnemy
“Like a woman”, chat is, they would
foree them to take the passive role in
s, I was brumal, creel and hamiliae-
ing, The rape of @ woman ks not an
expression. of heterosexuality and the
rape of men mentioned here is aot an
expression of homoesexualicy, Rape s
not about sex, it 1s nbout power,
superiarity and violence, There is
nothing loving aboat it

Every biblical reference to Sodam
indicites that lack of hospiralitg, greed
and ingraritude were the sins of Sodom,
some of them talk about having sex
with devils, but none of these refer-
encés even-allude o homosesuality
These sing had already earmed the ciey o
serntence of destruction. The angels
which they wanted to rape were mercly

&

Century have faken the word “ahomi-
nation” to mean something which in
intrinsically evil. The Hebrew word
usedl here is “Toevnh”. Unformmarely
fur those who would nse this text to
condemn homasexual, this word dees
not have anything to do with evil.
Insrexd, it is a word which means rinal
nncleanlimess, Pork iy Toevah, g
worman of ber period @ Todimh,
Having a wer-dream is Toevah,
Purticipating in the pagan sexual
religrion of Cinsan was Toevah. These
prohibdticns were designed w mike
Israel stand our as different from the
neighbor canaanites. The only thing
these writers knew abeut homosesual-
ity was that it was used in pagan rimal
Spesking of the Levitical Toevah,
Paul says that “He (Chnst) has abol-
ished the law with its commandments
and ordinonces (Toevah)." Eph 2:15
With the exception of applying this
rext against ways, Adventises do not
consider the ceremonial lows to be
muorally binding. We teach thae eating
pork s unhealthy, we ne longer teach
that it is 4 sin. Thiz s false di-
chotomy. IF being homosexual is:a sin
based on this wext, chen [t muse be o sin

Sea *Will”* on page 12
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A House to Live For

CONTRIBUTED BY DOLF BEOEK, WRITTEN BEY NATASHA PERERA

Lol ik vo slhvire wiith ol v aeticly Hhat
aipeared im the weskend preo o a readersbon
w18 wrlleon, T article o et sy bowre
LT AW WA Y B Ry |-:-rpr..~}. L e
of P EEAT SToT AN fed e Bt e pating-
IREs- Iy hie vame artig and pheie plaseneent iy
the bowre. fotl appear-im phtograpfs
HECATLTRY R T B WL,

Chee 7 x 4' pudvitinig ewtizled *Hispiral-
iy " which i specifically mestioned fn the
article ar i mpdorn mterpretation of the 1tk
eeatfind ol B e (Feraniina ¥ Ui}, e
tre: hmer o et o £he patmting &y the wie of
sl ol witiin the dming reome and
krtcken,

The arby PRENIRE, & rTaorerralipic
PN A e L'l'.';._'rlrf_1_'|'.:..lr A i r'l||iz1'.-.u'.' af
meyrelfy prnipr i ey hedvosis, semhalrznng e
crnenfeci ol te ek b Chrie

Fop g, Ebrie tinialy bl filavensen
it b, Badr g b phe s plan oy T
S oy e o il orbere i o shared
fmanity, serthe 00 revnind i of anonber plao
unhery Bhore 3 vapinfory gl vegaed chogeg for
TRGTERET

“i my Fatber's ot £re mamy suimsions
it were ot meld beroe fodd e [ e o
I:m'lr.-r.'.'r o e oyt And flf'.rg;l e
prrcpare o place fior yi, § il come again, amd
rFecriane i wnito myrelf; hat where Lam, thore
ye mary. b alio. And wibirher I go yo brion, and
B oy e kno, - e B 2]
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[t Thes Ini
Apstralia. Heis a
requiar coniributor

tn KinMet,

Panoramic View of atrium looking up:
Broll is nd gquitter, so apainst the sdvce of Fends he
decided to build 1 house
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His place: Dalf Back at home

his hose was born out of a

desire nor ro give up on

hte. Dagnosed wich
CRMGCEr oL 50 Inrl;:_: ago, Bolf Boek
was given sin months to live anid
only a [0 per cent chance ol

aurvival,

But Dolf is no quitter, so
within weeks of receiving the
shattering news and against the
advice of friends, he decided o
build a house.

Part of him thought he would
néver livein i1, but, more thon 12
months down the track, Dol

IR T TR L N BT e B I e e D R I N R

Dolf Boek was
given ... only a 10
per cent chance of
survival.

i AR # F A W F R ommowlee A e

cancer-is io remission and he is
enjoying every dapect af his dis-
fingtive home,

Builr in the 19205, this Narth
Melbourne properoy his been a
:_'_!ﬂlull.el.' Ciin :":IL[Ilr\ ETRIT]-Wire =
From the outside it-sull hos
oL gFrungEy indostrial feel to it, but

st

an ald bank nighesife used &%
letterbox 15 a small reaser vo whar
lies inside, 1t hos o most unosual
floar |'.IJ|]I!1, divided inge & levels of
individual yet functional spaces,

The giarape, with internal
access o the home, formsthe frs
lewel. The setond level is the
Ii\'JnE rocimn, the third the com
bined dining and kitchen, and the
farth and the fifth levels feature a
bedroom and bathroom, The sixth
level i home to the study and the
deck inco the arrium, l.|.'|1:'-:'|1 takag
theé bresth - away as it soars more
than 25 feat i I|11'r_.ﬂ;|f_{|'| the center
of the home.

And, as if by mugic, the re-
tr:ll.'l‘ﬂf:l]t', curved l'_l.l!-'\- rivih] apiens
to the elements, letting in the light
and the rain thar allaws Dolf to
indulge his interest in gardening -
indoars

He saysthere is-nothing more
:iI.AE:IL':I.l thon sitting on r|1_|;'-.|1:|_'1-;
with the roof open in the evening
and gazing up at the sars, “There

Sep " Homa® on pags 8

Ritchen quirks: Unusual colors and black highlights make ¢ bold statement
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“Homsa" from pags?

is no reference of where you are in the
world as yvou look up at the sky," he savs.

“Sometimes when it's raining 1 leave
the roof partly open to allow the rain o
water the garden. It a magnificent
Expetience = almost likee hesng in g
ralnforest after it hos mmed."”

In this atrom Dalf has wsed vercical
gpgce 10 dleverly cresre g sende of the
horizontal,  Thisway le has maineained =
sensd of oponness and at the same time
mianzeed 1o detine tha-difterent areas. For
instance, 4 § foot verticel drop defines the
Bsrmdaries of the kirehen and dining coom
from the hvinge room

"People ._|-.'.'| ment ahour the sense of
pombore, vitality snd vibeanee: Towouldn 't
expeat thit I|r.';.|‘.- ardl morere coulild neces-
sarily create that,” he says

The entice fmame of the houss is steel
and the inner walle are ulass “Tb creates
the feeling of looking inte someone else’s
house but you pre setudlly Iooking Inside
vour own home. [t turns onies head the
.L-:|n'.':'n|||;-ll..|.| view that windows showld be
an the autside of the home and not on ' the
insitle.”

Ty ber |:-!_|.1'|:'||ial.gI features in much of
the living areas. And in the living roam,
OramEe |!-_I:fht!~ cast 8 saft glow up the wall
“Against the black and biue of the vene
tans, this Lizhting &ves the fewl of sunset,”
Dolf says.

His kitchen combines gold colored
cabinerry within stinless-sceel benchtops
and appliances. Tt% an wnusnal eolor
cambination but, rogether with che black
highlights, the end result 55 umazing, The
focal point of the meals section is what
DalErebers tooas s hospitality™ pamting ; :
In fact, the ehoite af culors used-in the Dreamarie: Lighting sees the maoesd
hease 5 an extension of chi pPoinEEE, It 18
i modern interpretation of the [th stoton
o the cross and che sal !.'l;'”l.w. achie an
the walls draws attention to the work,

Dol kas :-;l:l;l;l:s!.iluﬂg.' Blended theald

T
with the new. Pre-Warld War | ships :
1ir::|.l.1.='-. i {.'1|r|r|!|l||.||:|.-hl}'||: coluimn and o :I"IF' I'T_' bed:
 ArREE |II.‘I'll_'|1I:l:IFI L M v R [he fomareth bevel. Glids tnteror walls look downnte the
slate muntel-picee affser the modern el

srchitecture wondecfully, *If somehody saw
all these raw materials sitting in a-shed
somewhere they wonld probably-say they
couldn't work together,” he sgys. W

manecTen ®hpml % @




Fooled you:

A bit of indastrnal grunge on the ootyide...

il

TEVTRRNNRE 41”

Just teasing:
Soaring magnificence on the msde

Camiection = 43k THYA




it hias besn said
that it is better o
have loved and lost,
then never to hae

lewad at all

Comnetian = Az 0 1590
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BEY JAMES

D uring my whole life 1 hail denied

being gay, and finadly, I admcted it ]
finally ourted myself to my fmily and
friends. This set the stage for what was 1o follow.
Just over a year ago, If I remember corpectly, 1 gor
an-¢-mail from a friend of mine in Oregon who
told me he had someone for me to meee. This
was someone that he'd been trying to e mie up
with for o long Gme.

Lwns srill adjusring o my sexaalivy, bui 1
finally apreed to talk to this friend of his. Soon 1
recieved a phone call, and samehody with o wery
deep and hapyy voice was on the other end. Fe
introduced himself s Dwight, the friend thay I'd
hesird aboot. We chamed for bour two houes, jus
visiting and gerting to know eich other, We had
fun!

The noxt day [ was still thinking about him
and he called AGAINT He said be'd had fun the
night hefore and winted to ik more, sowe did,
this‘time for abovr four and o half hours! {His
poorphong bill!y This became 4 nightly rontine,
he'd call after he pat home from-work ot oronmd
Miinight aod we'd tulle for 3 or 4 hours: After
abor-2 manths of his be decided s come visir

Une Friday night {or more like Sammrdoy
morning} there came o knock at my daor ar 2 am,
and there he was. At 6 3" ke filled my doorway
right up. 1'm not small restly, 'm 672", 260 [ha,
amcl presty well busle, bur he was o BIG man! We
chatted till Lie that morning, und ended up Gilling
asleen lennihg against each other there on the
conrily Ir juse seemed nastral, Pl never felt mome
comiortable sronnd ANYone in mv fife.

Later that day | was going to u family resnion
aboue which Dhwight hadn't known, bt he agreed
re go Whar equld it hury, right? So he and 1
hopped i omy little Escort GT and 2oamed off w
Chrepon for the reunion,

Upon arriving at the reunion, §had second

From Glory

thoughes about miong Dwight-m with me ssonly
two members of the thirty or forty people there
even knew L'was gayw. Bot I thoughr, what the
heck, for all they know he's jost o good friend, so
n we went. We mer up with my parenes, my
grandmother and o few others o whem | intro-
duced Dwight.

“There are very few nice
guys these days, and
you've got one of them. You

need to hold onto ham.”™
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Evervone juss scceptod that he wasa foend,
Never for oominute did anvone ler on that they
knew thar he and T were doting {which we had
decided v were prdwiould bel, Adrer phoon oo
hoors of visitnr, mbibling on assortied foods and
whatnar, my Uncle Frank’ foncee wheeled opin
her wheelchair and started chatting, I'd only just
met her two days hefore as he and my uncle
drove up to vsit, She and my uncle Enew 1 was
gav, bur didn’t kaow much dlse abour my life. So
she wheeled up and said “[ames, there are very
tew nice guvs these days, and you've got oie of
them You need o hold onto him"™ Needless o
ay, T was o bitshocked, for 1 hadn't realized that it
was thar ebvious. Shes a VERY intelligent
warmman! Then she hugged me, tumed around,
and wheeled away. Iwas kind of amazed, and yiet
happw,

I had decided to drive down to the besch; sa
Dwddght and 1 said ot good-byes, hopped in the
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car, and zoomed oft to the Oregon
Coast, o pleasant 40 mimte drive
rhrough western Uregon. As we drove
along, Dwight reached oot amd rook
my hand, and while seill holding ir, fell
sound asleep. It vwas just such a
teusting thing, and was very relaxing.
We arrived out on the coast and
Drwight woke up as we neared the
beach, We decided to listen to some
muatc, ind sorting through the
assorted | (M) cds T had with me he
chese an Enya ed and stuek it in the ed
player.

Mow, a5 1o whar happened at thae
moment I'm not sure, but the od
player skipped =8 if it were direy or
something. It went BIGHT to a mrack
that [ hadn't listened 1o in 0 while. We
tried to get it to start at track one, and
it skipped RIGHT back again, so we
just leét it play.

Lrealized after o few seconds that
it was o sang that had been plaved o a

Frignds memorial the previous year,

and I begsn to be very sad. | stareed
crying because | had not ONCE ¢ried
since my friend passed away. | realized
I missed her so much, and T juse lee it
loose: We stopped the' car on the side
of the road and T just cried foran hour
while I told Dwight all about her, She
wits a young woumn that had been in g
wheel chair her engire life.

This weman was very spevial. She
ALWAYS had & smile and a hug for
overvone that she met, Never once did
she complain at her state of being.
When she finslly passed away, people
sald she was in a better place. L kmow as
a Christian thr people don't “trun-
fcend” and just po straight 1o heaven,
b, in her case, mavhe she did! S0 s
wi sat there, 1 realized I'd never crigd
in front of ANYone except when I wus
nine or ten and myy grand fGther
commitped suicide.

I felt so comfortable around
Dwight, T dida't core WHAT he
thonghe of me crying. Fram thar paine

we were closer. We spenr several hours
wialling dn the beach and chateing, just
like we'd known each other forever,
That night on the way home, which
wis a two hour drive fram there, he fell
asieop once apain holding my hand as |
drove, (This t hard to do with a stck
shift 1 might add") When we gor
home, be gave me a2 big hog and corled
ufr aivd went v sleep on my couch, and
I'went and slepr in my room. 1slept
better then I hod inomy entire life

The nexe doy was more of the
same, chatting, visiting, etc. | ook him
put and showed him my parencs hoose
where I grew up, and where somedoy
I'd like tir settle down again, Sunday
might came all to fast, the weelend was
pone, and ke had to lesve, Fe gave me
o hig hug, eried on my shoulder, and
saitl he'd miss me. We'tl only known
each other 3 days, and vet already we
knew we were in love,

See “Fall' an page 12

11 this tssue we feanure a story of the

hoose that Dalf bale As ] EOmpare
the relatively pliin ourside with the
mast elegant imaide [ am reminded of 2
trip I onee took 1o Tal In Tealy, mamy
af the imidings go nght up 1o the
street, and look very nnassuming, even
drab at rimes. Yer bebind gome of
those drab exterions lie some of the
mpst boawtiful spaces thar people have
created, Beyond thise drab walls often
lies not anky a beswoful building, but
rrarvelons mardens and great works of
art-as well.

People are rather like these
buildings that semettmes bave plain
exteriors, but exquisite interiors. As
gay peaple, we are pechapy better than

Editors Corner

BY WALT ELIAS

mast ot hiding our interiars and
only showing a drab, uninteresting
exterior. The world sy we mes
act “strivight”, and so we do so, and
irthe process often cover up the
most glowing parts of cur person-
alities,

Betore T “came out”™ 1 wis
atveays being careful to behave m
certnin wiys. T had o not let my
voice gu oo high, M cross my
legy, try oh so hard ro keep my Hirle
finger clorched tghtly to the glass
when it wanted w freely floar one
on itk own. Above all perhaps; 1
conld not bie eruly silly, 1 conldn't
really have fun, Somehow T had
this idea the “men” didn't have the

kind of fun [ enjoved. Since 1 was
never into “their” kind of fun, 1.6
foathall, hunting, jokes sgains
Wonmen, e, there wrasn't o loclélh
I and when I acted myself, and gor
rather silly, peaple thooghr [ wasn't
actmg digmified enough, ae least no
for my age.

Bt now that [ am gut, F'oan act
as silly as Twant ta. And you kmow
whnt? My friends love it, and those
that think it not sppropriaee, well,
they really don't marter anyway. My
iy friendy for the mast part séem to
have a lorof fun o, Being =illy and
having fun i an important part of
me. Being “out” has ennbled me
be silly, and, mysell. ¥

@

Contechiomn = fpi| 19




f_ “Fall* from page 11

Things seem to fly after thar
He'd come visit me every weekend
when 1 had my aparement, Three
months later | lost my aparement dus
to my landlord needing the room for
his som whis was recurning home. |
had to move back with my purents-
for a while, which was great as they
are wonderful people who are doing
thetr best to acéeps me for who Tam,
But at that point, Dwight couldn'e
seay there as the sitnation made my
parents a little nneomfortable.

I began driving 75 iniles one way
every weekend o see him, He
Introdoced me to his mom and
frienils, and showed me where he
went to college and what not. It was
so much fun gettiing pway from home
ail just meeting all these new
people. Three months after we
officially started dating he asked me
tospend the rest of my life with him,
and [ agreed. We were giddy like
school children. We were both just
so happy it was a constant source of
EfeymenE th visit

As L am s Seventh-day Advenrise,
I have had certain problems adiusting
to being Gay AND & Christan. 1
eventially decided that T love God
and everything that he eaches, yer, I
AM GAY. [ waz BORN this way: [
chose to STILL go to Chareh AND
b with Dwighr, 1 asked him to he
with me, and ONLY e in this
relatiomiship, His ddes of relacionship
wis 1 love you, but | can still play
with THEM." 1 disagreed, but
toolishly. | wenr ahead with the
relationship becanse he agreed 1o he
MONOEAMONE,

| heurd rumiars from frends over
timie that he was Gue at bars picking
peophe up, but T didn't want to
bielieve them. Seven months had
passed, and he was going to fly to
California for o goy convention and
campetition, a kind of & Guy Mr,
Universe thing, He was poing o
campere-in it, As things turned out,
I wish he had never gone, bur he
went. He called me up late one nighr
and told me thar he had gane and

Cadnfitian = &rd 1998

betn intimate with total scrangers,

I was hore bevond helief. T told
him when he got home that we were
throngh. Bot I have a soft heart. He
started crying, snd four honrs later T
tald him I'd give him o second
chance, bur thay was I'T. He vowed
nevier to do it apain. Two months
later 1 got a phone call from a good
friend of mine in Oregon. He had
just been our with some friends at 2
bar and Dwignt was there picking
someone up. 1 eouldns believe it
About 200 minotes lster ANOTHER
friend called and told me the same
thing! 5o 1 called Diwight, He said
that ke wasn't trying to pick snyone
up, bur was st looking for some
comlort as I wasn't there visitng ae
the dme,

1 fnally decided thae it was over
and ealled the whole thing off

-----------------

belief. I told him ...

we were through.”

because 1 knew what was really going
an. Even though I spent almost a
vear of time, and several thousand
dollars an travel, none of it was a
wuste, I'made some very sood friends
anid T learned a LOT from the entire
ardeal. The part that borts most
thouph is that I still miss him from
time to time becanse 1 really loved
him. Now though, I've decided 1o put
myself firs. I've spent fve years
paying aff bills, and now I plan oo o
back to college and start my life over
agiin. 50 I've applied and been
accepred at college, and now T have

to see iF 1 get enough financial aid o
gn! Maybe when U'm ready, T'l find
someane o just shere my life with,
not for sex, bue just for love, IF note .
well ... then not. Twon't die; but |
wotld be lonely, So for now, Il trust
in L3ad and just go wich whar warks.
v

@

"“Will* from page 5

for s o eat hybrid wheat or corn. It
must he 4 sin to wear clithies of mixed
fabwric such us polyester und cotron, Tt
it 1 410 for o man toenter into the
church the same day that he has sex
with his wafe. We cannor pick and
choose what of the Toevah will be
tinding. We must enfores oll of them
or none of them. Nothing in the Old
Tesmament establishes thar homosexual
relationships are 2 sin

Turning to the New Testument we
loak at Romans 1. Here Paul s
ATTRIMPIEN to paint o, pictore of
perverse rebellion: He describes in
vivid dewal, the most hedonist, de-
banched promiscuity he could imagine,
Hete were people who's natwral need
for companionship and love had
become perverted. In their rebellion,
they waneed o have sex with anyvthing
that moved. The more perverse and
rebellions, the more thrilled they were,
These peaple dre not scting oat of
towe, but rather rebellion. The entire
chapter is about rebellion againse God
and his parpase for our [ves, not
homosexual scts. This is not o descrip-
tion of homosexual love. Tt is lust,
Panl used tiis descripricn 48 1 meta-
phor of all sheesvive deboochery, Tris
also quite abvicus from the test that
thoase participating in this are ot
homosexmals, but rather heterosexuals
whis sre denving their troc nature in
rebellion against God and sociery,
This camnot Le applied o thase whose
narure 15 t0 connect and buld a fomily
with snother of the same sex.

Frally, 1 Cor 6:9 and 1 Timathy
19 & | The words which in modemn
versions are transhiced “homioaesnal™
are the sume i both texs,

The first of these is Malokoi. Iris
found only in | Cor &%, This word 1o
Cireek means simply “solt™, It was
quite common in the ancient world bot
it never referred o hoanogesuality, In
some places in the New Testnment it
means *diseased” and in early Chris-
tt writing it was vanously used to
mean “liquid®, “cowardly” “refined™
“weak willed™ “delicae™ “gentle™ and
“debapched”. When used in 2 moral




comtext, it usually meant “licentious”, "loose” or “lacking in
self=control”, 1t was never used to indicare homosesual o
homasesuality, When elearly writing about homosexmality
other worls were used. Nothing in this wond in any wiay
suggests hamaosesuality. It was thought by some o refer 1o
tnasturhation, bat no one knows for sure what Paul meant l::,.-
the wse of the term. Some have specnlated char hewas
comdemning male prostitation since this word is sted next
tr thie verh derived From “pornes” which was the Greek
name for brothals, i

The second ward is "Arsenoloital™. Jobin Boseal i h‘u
excellest bisok ' hristianity, Socil Toleranceand Hema- -
sexnadity suggests thar Paulimay have coined thiswand,
Hig lenersard cerciinfy the earliest appearancie affiicin 0
existing manuscripts. It is 3 compound word construeted
from “Arsen” referming to:male and “Koiti™ which wac s
sling term for sex, toughly equivalent to one of eur dietiest
wirttls) | The prioblem arises from the fact that it fss0 rore in
ancient texts that it ds smpossible o kmow what it may have
reant to Paols renders. An example from English may help
you o understand the difficulty. Take the word
“Ladylaller”. This toa is 8 compeund worl construcned
from “tady" and "killes™, But, does it refer oo “lady wha
kalls" vir “a person whe kills ladies™ Looking only ar the
word, you con not teéll whit the-author had in mind. Cinly

from the eantext of the rest of the paragraph can you kpow,

for sure, Oddly, the word Ladyliller ineans neicher of those
defingnions: Tr is wsed of 0 'mian who has o cermin way with
women, 8 Don Juan if vou will.

Serne hove specolited thae Panlsuse of chis term refers
to the clients of the prostivutes. This might seem strange o
aur 20th céntury mind, but yon ' must remesnber that in the
Lst Century, both pagan and Jew condemned the prostimre,
but neither condermned rhe costomer. Thus, he may have

“Malakoi ... never referred
to homosexuality.”
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been expanding the moral perspective of his day:

While on the sibject of Paul% writing, Roman’ 1126-2
s the anly appavent reference 1o homaosexual acts. Hnwnmur
there aré over 30 references to pornos and its derivdtives, It
appears thit prostitudon was moch more of an evil in the
mind of Paul than was homesexwil sces both 6Fwhich were
quite cirrfimmin i W day

o there 13 nothing in seripruee which would md:cat:
that the Bilde conderins i intirate, MOnagAtmoNus -mm- 5t
relationshipe,

O thee other side, there are three wexts in Scriprure
which may indicaze a positive attinnde oward homeosexuilitg

[n the sneient world, eunnch was o catch rerh for
several different types of sexual dyshincton, Therewere

those whio had been eastrated and those wha werne imparent
o otherwise sexually dvsfunetionsl. There were those who
chose, as did Paul and Jesus, to be celibate. Celibooy was an
unsceeptable option o ancient people. The Jews considered
1 eqgsivalent 1w murder, Secety placed it stamp of disap-
proval by calling somenne who voluntarily ook thas route a
eunuch, Eunuches were considered to be the lowest mang of
the social structure. Finally, while homosexual acts were not
thasight 1o be sherrational, to never have sexual relatons
with & woman was constdersd odd. Thus, those who were
ex¢lusively homosesual were considered eunuches,
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“Jesus ... did not insist on a
change in their living arrange-

ment.”

In Matthew 19:12, Jesis mentions three of these groug
called ennuch. Those who choose to be celibate; rhose whi
are castrated by men; apd those who sre born eunuch. Now
what could that mean? Born eunmch Ivis doubtful that
congenital defects in the groin ares were even known in the
ancient world, They were certainly not commion, Thus it i
unlikely that he referred so some birth defect. Cnthe ather
hand, exclusively gay men were guire well known. The
fimous and legendary “Sacred Band of Thehes®™ which was
neariy invineible in battle, wag composed entirely of gay
couples. It is reasonable to believe thar Chrise was referrmygr
1o hieimesexuals in this Biblieal referenee. He clearly says
they will havie a place in the Kingdom of Gad.

The first gentile convert o Chrstianity (Acts 8:27) was
sitch o eunuch. Historical reconds indicate thar the top
otficils in the court of the Cueen of Echiopta were homo-
sexual. This first convert wos a tréasurer in char court,

Fimally, there is 1 story of o mirscle recorded in Luke 7,

¢ s the well known "healing of the Centunion’s beloved

servant”, Luole says that "The Centurion was intimate with
this servamt™ Some translations say he loved him, Neow,
historically, iois known that centurions, espectally when on
ey in highly dangerous areas soch as F:l.ll:l.tml::. hved with 2

‘rhiale servant who was their companion and saxual partner.
"It is probable that this servant was fuse such o servant, the

staunl consart for this Centurion. Jesuys healed che sereant.
He praised the faith of the Cenmmrion and he did nor insdse
on i change in their Bving armangement.

Based on this information., There is nothing in Séripnire
which would indicate that hemosenalitg in and of itselfa
sin nor that same-sex acts are inominsically evil.

TRADITION
What about tradition® Whess did we get our current
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“Grewing " from page ¥

inEerpretanin of thess texts?

Mirly $00 years afrer Chiist, o
few extrémist writers took positions
against homosexuality. None of these
early authors ased the Romans | text,
aeither did they use 15t Corinthiang or
1st Timothy: Most of their polemics

“Same-sex Unions
were very similar
to the modern

marriages.’”

were lased on their own belief that
homoseyuals were more driven by Just
than were heternsexnials. They
appurently ressoned thar since they
chose n form of séx which did noe
result in children, the 1:|nh,r p::ml]lﬂ
maotive for this-sex was fust. We today
diy mor gssume thot those who yse some
form of irth control are necessarily
more driven by lust than others,

The first time g Christisn writer
used Romans 1:26-17 1o apply to
homosexuals was in the 12th Conoory
This era wies charneterized by a rising
mroleranee for anything thar was
tmknawn or non-conformist. Itowas in
this perind thar the warst trearment of
Jews prior to Hitler occurred. (alilen
wis excommunicated becanse he
proposed that the earth might revalve
around the sun. UTniformicy was the
anly way to survive. Singe homosexu-
ality gould not be mide to conform, it
became 3 heineous sin,

Until the rise of this period of
extreme prejudice, homossxuality was
hath commuonplace and was often
honoied among Christians, Beginning
as early as.the 2nd Century AD,
roughly doring the time that the
Grospels were beine written, the
Church estblished Union Ceremonies
for same-sex r_'|:|-11:|1||_'s_._ Like herero-
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sexnal marriage, these Unions were 2
binding contract of fidelity and love
berween two adults; but they were not
the same, Marriage was a contraet
designed to assure the superiority and
ownership of the husband over the
wife. Union ceremonies, on the other
hand, emphasized the cquality of the
two partners. In marriage the Bnde
was “sold™ 25 part af o business
agreement between her father and the
groom.. In contrast, both parmers
chose to enter the Unioa. In marnage
the hushand éonld divares the wife for
something as trivial 2= burning his
dinner. A Union coold not be dis-
solved without agreement from both
parties and there were stringent laws
concerming the community property in
a Union, Tn fact these same-sex
Unions were very sumlar to the
modern marrmges. They were basad

“Homosexuality
wasn 't even men-
tioned.”

an muotunl love and romenee

These same-sex unon linrgies
rematned o part of church ceremany
during the first 1200 years of church
history, Cinly in the lest 700 vears, due
primuarily to pohdeal pressure and not
Bible suddy, has homaosesuality come
o he considered a sin.

Puring the Lst Cenrury of Chris-
tanity, there wasa great deal of
controversy over bringing gentiles into
the church, The first Jerusalem
Crunc] was called o decide what
rules of the Jewish life-style should be
enforced on gentiles whao joined the
new movement, Homossxmaliny was
both common and accepted in the
gentile community, It is probable,
considering the wraditional Jewish
weaching on the subject; that the topic
was diseussed during this council,
Howewer, it was apparently not of a
great concern ta the 1st Cent
leaders, What was of concem was
worship of idols, prostitution (or what

D)

ever “pomens” means), and the eating
of non-kosher meat. Homosexuality
wisn't gven mentioned, When James,
the hrother of Jesus, introduced this
ruling he said something very interest-
ing. He said: *\We should not rrouhble
those gentiles who are turning to God
" Ao 15:19, It would be nice if the
church leaders were more like that
toaclay.

{lur present interpretation of
these texts came directly from the
Catholic Church at the heighe of the
inquisition. Itis nor the result of a
dispassionate search for the will of
(a0 bt rather it i3 che work of men
who wish 1o demonize those wha dao
not agree with them. [tis Satan, not
God, who insists that everyone be the
same, He is categorically unonginal,
Itis the Devil whi prefers everyone w
loak alike, speak alike, think alike. He
wants everyone on the broad way that
leads to Destruction.

God on the ather hand wants us
om the narrow way. [tis just big
encragh for two: Jesus and each of us
individually. Each on our awn path o
relationship with God,

What nbout reason? Whar makes
raconal sense abour sex and homo-
sextality spectfically?

Crod's purpose in cresting human
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“Why would God
deny homosexuals
all the joy ... 7”7
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sexuality was more than just procre-
ation. There are many animal species
that only mate at the tdme when the
female is mest likely vo conceive. Gaod
camnld have created humans fike that.
He did nor

He conld have created a system
which resulted in pregnancy every
thne. There are animal species like
that. He did not.

If then, procrestion is not the sole



parpose of sex, what was God's plan?
It was for sex to bring pleasure to
humans. It s unquestionably the most
wonderful of his many blessings o
humans. It is the most potent and
intimate way of expressing love
between owo lovers:

Because this gift is so wonderful, it
t5 Satan’s purpose to ruin it if he can.
Because of its intimate narure, sex
brings with it responsibility. It can be
twisted and used to control or punish
our partner. It can be abused and
cheapened through lust and promiscu-
ity: But these are not the fault of sex.
They are the ahuse of sex. God
intended that we should use sex to
show love, not to hurt each other,

Monogamous homosexual part-
ners can share the same indmacy,
companionship and love which is
found in a good marriage. Those in
such a relationship enjoy berter mental
and physical health, just like straight
people in 3 marriage. Why would
Guod deny homosexuals all the joy that

he intended for humans?

Science has known since the early
5t thar homosexuality is ontological.
In other words, it is part of the being
of 2 person, not fust the doing, It has

“Some people will
say that being gay
is a handicap ...”
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been scientifically established that it is
not a choice, but rather 3 natural
expression of the esence of the persan
who happens to be gay. Scientists have
also known for decades that nothing
changes this orientation. They have
tried everything from psychotherapy
to massive shock treatment to major
lobotomies, These treatments have

sometimes rendered the patlents
mentally incapacitared but they were
still gay. Only recently, snd against a
great deal of persecution, is this
information finally becoming common

I was raised to believe thar Gad is
actively involved in the creation of
each person. How he does it | have no
understanding, but it is comforting 1w
believe that God cares envugh ahout
me o take tme for the detsils. One of
those details Is that I'm gay.

Some people will say that being
gay is a handicap and that being
celibate is the disability, Tris true that
somme people are born with handicaps,
They are not able to function in some
physical or mental capacity. God
works with these peaple making their
life as full as possible. If homosesual-
ity were such a handicap, celibacy
would bring relief and add 1o the

See “Fall’ on page 16

o

| Herbed Potata ane Tomatn Salad ':

L]
i i
b1 b wmall eed potasoes, halved I sl omiian, Finely chopped, about 1/4-zup g
y ¥ frevh plom tomatoes, cut into guarters Li2 cup okve ol :
i 142 e chopped fresh besil or 2w, dried L% cup red wime vinegar '
. 1F1 cup chopped Eesh sage’or Esp. dried Fak andf pepper o e :
v 13 tup chopped Fesh mmne or 2 wp, dried |
i :
L] i
¢ Boll potatoes in enough water to cover by 2 inches untll tender, about 1 mun. i
? Drain and let eool, H
' Inmed. bowl, combine potatoes, mmatoes, herbe and onion, Pour oil and .
y  vincgur dver potato mixture snd tess. Season with salt and pepper. Let stand 1
! abour | hour for favors (o develop. R
i a
i L]
l '
i ]
i ]
: (]
L]
: :
i

e Y e i e e e o i

COMMENTS: The above recipe s fram Vegetarian Times, Feb, 1998, Serves 6.

Contributed by Hal Jobe
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fullness of Iife. Bur it does no. 1t
makey life mare painful and less
camtplers. Gay people have warm,
affirming, loving relononships. 11 we
believe the fundamentalises, we would
have i accepr that God wanrs our life
tea het bt Rl and complete.

Oithars argue thar there ore
consequences to sin in the world
Homesexualivg they argue, if it i
chingenital, 15 one of thése conse-
quences of . Sometimes pecple
have made missakes which haye
lfetime comsequences, God helps
them to work past and through these
comsequences o make their life
rewariding in-spite of their mismkes.
But homosextaliey 1 not the conse.
gpuence of 1 mistake o person nmade.
Are we heing punished for someong
else’s mistake? Do we muke life mare
miserahle than it nlready 87 17 we
belitve the fundamentalises, God is
farcing the unnatural consequence of
celibney on us. This would make life
L eevinclinee even thouich we did not
make sy mistake

Why would & loving Ged create a
grosp of people who have thie ability wo
hove s Rill and revariing life of Jove
and campanionship amd then condemn
therm for wanting thar which He buil
tnten them. This 't not w god [ ean leve
anil warship, Thisis a croel god.

This god is like the pogan gods
who put obstacles in the way of
humans and then eénfoved watching
them stroggle and rejoiced when they
lost. “This is the eod whio was wor-
-shiped in the strocides of the Roman

Cloliseum,

This was the god that Jesws caime
tir chestray. Satan had so convineed
the world thar this was a tree picture
of God; only the very Son conld give
s a true view inte the charaer of
Liove that s Gird.

Finally, there is personal experi-
enoe, The most important lesson
which [ have lesrned in dealing with
my own homosexonlity hay been the
!'Il}gh T ] il.'l.tt:l_!_TiT}'-

I'was roised by o man to whom
honesty anid integrity were the highes

L e N RE B

“This is a God 1
can both love and

respect.”

aof afl vafoes. T wostanghr thet 1 should
abways toll the trrth po marer whas the
enmsequenies. When i first dawned on
me that L might b gy, [ refiesed o be
hnest. This truth was simply oo
poiruid 1o cottemplane,

5o I mn away from the outh and in
doing s Lran away rom myself.
Dhuring that trme, oy ke was frattured
i dozens of Hrde pivces. Fwasone
peman af wark, [was mather in church,
I was one kind of fither, another kind of
hustuand anid o different kind of iz,
Adver Thefr my wife, it ook me ngardy
twn years of therapy to begin m find
mysell apain, But even then, T was sull
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hrodken into all these fele preces. 1had w
face the fict that Twos gay.

When 1 sccepred che fact that [ was
ity all these pheces come rushing togesher
inro ong ghorions complens whole, Soome
penple would eall it an Epiphany. Teall fra
mirncle.

After this life changing experience, |
could not cononue to live in the claset.
The price for my previons lack of integrity
hod been wa higgh. Tr had deseroved my
marmge, 2nd devastared my chaldren, Tt
had resufted in my ol empriness: 1
comild nent g back o o place of dishonesty:

I hove never intended to flaone my
sexuality. T don' hold my hosband’s hand
a5 we'te walking o Sabhath Schood or
Church. 1don't codille with him on the
pow o5 | have seen some heterosexual
couples-da. Bur on the other hand, [ will
nat it on the other dde of the sisle just
keep people from guessing the truth, And
it prople ask? 1 will be honest

Ultirnately, T have to live with my own
conscience. | musit listen o this *Srill
small vobce™ of Grod. Tt tellsme that God
bsoon my side anid noe that of dhose who
wiauld wash to force e back into the
elewien o tnmo a le fulfilling celibacy.

Soripmre affirms homosexmalmyt The
st ancient Chiristien triditons included
cergmanies for same-sex commited
unions. Reavon and science show that
homosexmalivy 15 o nomral phénomena. It
1mot b be denied hut ruther to be
pelebrated du one of the great varieties
which Gesd put into His creston.. Amd
thoe of us whi are gay need anly o
reflect furan honest moment and isen m
aatir comucienee w know thae being 55 may s
our trie selves,

As Addventises, most of us wene roised
to fear pride. The memory verse of choice
was “Pride goedh before 8 fall.™ Proverbs
Tt ] 8, What then do we do with Cay
Pride Festvals and the eall to be proad of
our gaynesst This was o real cnisis for me
when 1 fitst cametour, Bat there'ds an
alternative? Gratiomde.

I challenpe vou tobe praceful for
being gay. Learn to appreciste the fact
that Crod made you guy, Clount yoor gay
blessings, whether they are many or féw,
then tell Ciod thank you for each one.
Start small ond work wpoto the big ones, T
will change your attinede, W




