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GATY AND SDA -
= THEEE & BRIDGE?

P Seitens

It's mod mecessunly "eusy” being say (L s using
"eav” in this comtext e reprasent gasy men and leshians)
o Seventh-day Adventist - lof alonc hath !

Insfitugional 3D church policy recently appraved
by the General Conference declarcs that a gay
Addventist temains an exyvmoron, el the lving proofl
of Kinship over the past 25 years has heen to strongly
sigazst offerwise. The question iz whether or nol a
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EDITOR'S THOUGHTS ON HEE F
S0A KINSHIP BOAED MEETING

Ao b son pemes unca v Janealy nebming in Wecst
Hollywood, my Enstern-Staradurd-Time body wig already
weirle awake, waiting foo the Pacific Coast e catch wp,

This would be my first Kinship Bosrd Meeting. My aoomd
wiran' 1 losad, T pretky moch cxpect the best of most
situations, buot ['L:;':'-'j,ﬂg serwirl o9 prnm ¥ hissmils in 1y 5 AT
nf e, T dncos that i = quite possible for a Boerd Meeding
become i Bamed Mesting,

Larlsio ko Lhat when v bave & spoap of peopls frome all
wralks of life whose comnmonality are (v such
“comroversil” meas of [fe ag religion and sexuality. che
Bourd Meeting might not be o boring vne, but would
cerszinly have the podential oe be & disaprecokle one,

People arrived, took oftf their shoes wtler enlering the hane
whieme shices e el i the narthex. (Do homes o
narthexes? And vhiat 15 the phural of nerthex ) Beloie 500
aen, the meating had begen . people sitting in chaits, oo the
consch, andl coy the Toor., {Sce the ghotooon page 5.0

Twelwe bniars farc, with 2 only mid-day break for lunch, the
mesbng was over and supper beaan,

S hew did it o' | wes armiveesd, | was pleased, T oaas
piod,

And T oot all bur about an igeh ol i sock kobled Troe iy
gigrer, 1 told evcrynne at the koginning of the dwy thas i5 ey
clicking nesdles bothered thens they comld Jet nee knens and
Trd kindly stop knitcing. T atzo told them that 1tk less when
L knit, Wobody asked me Lo-stop kimfiiig,.)

The decisions were reached with conpsassion, incclligence.
scnaitivicy. scnsibility, and even bumor. Being hinmsans,
Uheere wers plenty el disaereements, but they were hundled ws
dizeuazions. Wobody stomped his or ber stocking foet o
witlked owt, Tenoldn® have expecied it but Liouly spesied
mrore disupreemnenls thin | heanl,
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WHO WE ARE...

Seventh-dey Acventist Kinship International, . 18 8 supperl group
which ministers to the spintual, emotonal, social, and physical well I:galng aof
Sevanth-day Adventist besbians, gay men. bisexuals, and thelr famllies and

jends.
= SDA Kinship facilitates ard promates the understanding and affimaticn
of homasexual and bisexual Adventists armong themsalvas and within 1ha
Seventh-day Adventist sommunity through educatcn. acvocacy, and
reconGilizticn. ) _

Eounded in 1878, the non-profil erganization was incorporated in 1381
and has a board of 15 officers and 10 regional coordinators. The current fist
al members and fiends includes wall over a ihousand peopls in 16
COUNtIies.

SDA Kinship belleves the Bibe does nat condamn, of aven mentlon,
homosexality as a sexual orientation.  Ellen G. White does not paraliel any
of the Bible fexts wnich are often used to condemn hermosexuals. Mast of
the anguirh imposed upon Gorfs children who grow Up gay or lmstian has
its roate in & misunderstanding of what the Bilbole says. .

SDA Kinshlp operates schaly on confributions from its mamoefs and

riernds.
f S04 Kinship supports the advancemeril ol humsan rights tor all people.

SUPPORT KINSHIP
S04 Kinship depands on you bacause it is supporied solely by
contributions. Help us reach oul 1o more gay Adventists by making a Las-
deductible donation 1o SDA Kinship Intermational. Please send your chack
ar money ordar e 1he ackdress balow.,
SDA Kinship, P.0. Box 7320, Laguna Miguel, CA 92807 [telephone:
849-248-1299]
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Sod Doesn't Need My
Mehey, But [
L'ae His

Could Sure

Zreg Sax; IMEL Coordnator

When I was allending La Siers on
anay patle Lo a Phivsical Therapy
depree ab Loma Linda Unjversicy, 1
was i a continual finanaad
stmgale. Even though T was a full
e sludent, D otten worked 20-34)
bz a weck ar whatever job 1
could find. Mecdiess 0 suy, moncy
was very tight, Prios to La Serrd,
most ol my college cduca-tion wis
al public upiversily, When I found
cut that Lu Sietra required a corrain
armounl of a relimon cluss oredit |
was mad, Mot only did T have ta
wdjust ey curriculurn for a nelision
class, bar Talen had to pay for it
!

Since 1 had not taken & Solse o0
relirion since my junior vearin
academy three vears-earlisr, T was
nal happy o be “forced™ totake
el Mo, After checking with
several triends, | setfled on a class
taught by Dy, Cligrles Teel, e
scemed nice and was also fupny ar
ternies, bul anlicaduting tow and
ecanse it was impossilile (o
chimee my class schedule, | was
sk,

Unaning the wery Bt week af class
e of the topics was ke, Adler
all the hiblical references and SDA
commentury un the absolute nesd
fur 1itle, D, Teel went atowind te
room asking which Rl:if-afﬁrming_
individuals wers curently payving
tithe, Becanse T obvicasly did nar
lonk Hke 2 ovpical nice Adventist
leid fyet-black Tlatop, Lom jeaus,
arrry boats), 4t was only amatter of
soconds before he asked for my

[ retlexively. withoul

opinion.
prraniEing my words, said “Gaod
docsn’t need my money, b |

cowld sure use fus.™ D, Teel pave
me the "evil eye’ and tried to
igmore the ensutng cocophony of
the stedents. Noodloss to say |
only gota “C™ i his class,

Ik rzally 1s true fhough, God does
nat necd my money hat athers
oflen dao.  Adad 1hat, in my opdinio,
is the real reagon for fthe. 504
Kinship has been very blessad over
the vears with what many memhaors
constder to by an appropoiote ploce
b Lithe, The organization wanes 6o
share that with gay and lesbian
students who peed financial help.

I v wres i meed, vou Toay regusst
A scholarship application,

Ti obtain an application, please

ernull wour pedquest Lo
sdakinship &0 aok.com

fir wnike Lo

v SDA Kioship Inferpation]
Pk Box 7320
Lugona Migeel, CA 92607
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A ARD SDA -
1% THEEE A BEIDGET

Cardntad Irem pags |

hridge can be built berween gay
Advennsts and e instimomnal
2NA choroh. The answer 1s this:
After 25 vears, I'm still not sure.

There have definitely been
sipny of change i the instituticonal
chumzh =~ as well as among iy
Adventises. Signs of the Tines,
Insight, Ministry. Adveotist Today,
and Advontist Beview have
[athlished extensive articles on the
texpic of "homuosesuality” in the
past two vears. Cay Sddventises an:
far more open aod candid in ther
identities and actions, As more and
more iy SLkAS "ocome out,” it his
becose increasingly olear that s
{5 a1 issie that effects many if ot
all Adventist famihes. A mecent
siivey of Adventist academy shi-
dents revealed that 3% of sexwally
active hoys aod 5% of sexnally
active grls bave had same-gonder
seaual experisnees and relation-
ships. Al sides of the dehate can
agmes oob ane thing -- it is o meal
challenps facing the Advenlist
church.

Yot, awareness v epenpess
bt nnt necessartly druslaed to
accoptance und allinmation, The
1990 5DA churcly policy an
hrmseswalily s ooe of the most
croel wsued by e church. And
meny af he STA layperson-
associated "ontredch gronps” o
puve linve links to so-called ruos-
faruational programs ke Baodos.
As a [riend said recently, "Aadvein
psts will now call me puy mstead of

faggot -- bul they still hats
cvarythiong abone me,"

Tweinty-five vears apo when
Kinship started, the enemy was ig-
parance. The cnemy is siill ignor-
ance. And we have new challenges
in heilding bridges L e instio-
rional church. Many say that this
effort iz doomed w [ailure. Perhaps
za. But if gay Adveniizts are not
willing to build a bridge tn their
charch, who will? Furthormare,
even il the instimional church never
changes, there ate individoal Ad-
venlisl members wha are open-
rrnded and ready wo leam. I pay
Adventisiz are to huild bndees
within Adventism, we must bring
enlighrenment Lo iEnOrance.

The keys e bridga-bnilding ar:
throefold, Faust, individually snd
collectively, oy Adventists st
remnain healthy and whole. We
curol miniser tn ourselves or
plhers noless we are well [ret, This
meeans that we st work loward a
1ile (hat is homest, senwioe,
iniearated, spirimal, autheotic, saber,
educated and Gled watke poodwill,
The preatcst wilmsss we provide
athers is the cxarople of oor lives
eharcd with [ellow Adventists — gay
o1 sorairhi

Secorpd, wee nmat identity our
Adventizt allies in the formation of
puy-straieht alliances. oo ofien,
our straizht allies within the
Adventist charch have pome
unsupponted. When was the fast
lime von mads it your business o
contace 2 former Kinship
Eampmesting speaker just to ask

about them? When was the st ume
yona masde it s poiml fo ContEcl 4 24y
supporiive Adventisl paren o sy
"thumk you™' Without this type of
mvestinent in onur fricnds, gay
Aulventizis will nover effcct chanpee
in Lhe Adventist church. We muost
make it our priorily Lo numne cor
alliss and fricnds within Adventism -
= they arc thore!

Third, we must be very clear in
defining what we stand for and
patrolling ethical boundanes. While
Jesus may wmve in gloTy tomormow,
we mast always be working luward A
better world each day. ‘This not only
mcans stamd ing up for pay peuple
and way relationships, bot it also
means fighting againsd violeios,
sexism, anti-Semitsm, senderism,
elhfoeentrism, weeism and racism, It
also meoans fphling against so-called
ransformational progeams, stander,
and the deliberately confusing
lanmuape of hatred. It will not be
enough 1o sioply be neutral wo the
cause ul huinan beings or hume
rights. Definitions and boundaty
pristectons will require a velvel
mlove of love and an irom gop of
TIEATiRg.

That 1 can wrke vpenly isa
estament to the work of Kinship.
Gay Adventists huve g peond logacy
to stand om. Bul our work and
encrgios must continally he
azsoascd and remvented. [ helicve
that bridies 1w the SDA institutional
church ure possible, We must build
on the courage, enargy, and hope of
thiose that have Trought ws hers;
And we gist comtmue be paay 104
Creatar (hat Toves us for ALL thi
e ane, ¥

Ban weniena, MO, wiiies from
Rarver, Dolorado whers ha practices
medici=e, = i charge of Fublic
Ealatims for £0& Rinship 10t and
i serousty ivaled in besl gay
righles antivities.

#
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Board Meeting — continued from page 1

A couple of things abaal which | had had o " burden’
weare roanght wp By others who evidently had Lhe
gaime [andens,

Cne of those issues was thal membership i Kinship
weold b free. People will still be asked to fill oat
Forms, apdate ammally, aod bhopeluliy b2
emcouriped o donatz o STA Kinship Intemational,
But whelber o pecson sends the famm alone. a check
for $25 o7 a check for 1000, their membership 1
the same.

By ofher bunden woas oo get the Connection onlineg
su thitl peeple who weant tn gave Bees can opE naot Lo
receive the prmted copy. IEven without oy
spEnming i, che eph lomesd, aod this was breought

up by uncther board member. {The anline Connection,
ool my spinainge of the carth.)

1T wou’ve & member of Kinship, pleass hold your head
high with the knoedledmes thae the people you've chosen
10 e presanl you e duing a caring, thoughtiul job. I
YOar e nar @ e b af Kms.]aq: pleyse consider
iniming! Sccinside the front.cover for defails,

‘I'he hoard memhers present were: Darin Olson,
President; Larry Whitford, Vice-President, Charles
Shobie, Secretary; Michael McLaughling Treasurer;
Yolanda Elleotl, Women s Direckor; Hal Jobe.
Eampmesting 2000 Coordinator; Dave Ferguson,
Church Liason, Grer Cox, IMEL Coordinutor; Ben
Femena, Public Relations Coordinator; Floyd Poonics,
EinXel Covnlinator; Bob Bouchard, Member-Ar-
Larpe: Morpe Dowle, Member-At-Larme: Karen Les,
Meimber- At-Large, and Rom Wilder, Conoection
Ediror,

i
i.
1

Boord at work - Jonuary 13, 2000 - Starting w/Karen Lee (front-center, with back to
camera), and going clockwise: Dave Fergusan, Yelanda Elliott, Ben Kemena, Floyd Poenitz,
Charles Shobe, Michael Mclaughlin, Darin Olson, Larry Whitford, Beb Bouchard, Hal
Jobe, Ram Wilder, and the casual guy whose legs are in the lower right corner of the

photo is Greg Cox!
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Kinship Fiscal Year 1999 Operating Account Statement

Beginnifg Ending
Funhd Mame o1/01/99 Incomes Expenss Translers 12731799
General Fund T.207 .28 16, 775:97 (14.527.24) [B.385.27) 1,073 68|
Pragram Funds
Connoetion Z,398.57 2,210.00 2,547,013 0L 1.903.56
rAM pmeeting 1953 A0 14, 56325 [#7,4833.10) 12.769.80 0.0
Kampimeacting 2000 ENEN] 18, 4760.40 {7 B06.00) .00 10,580 40)
{Project Funds
Adclvertising: Ceaneral 18532 0.00 .04 {185.32] .00
Advertising: Wamen's 48.74 .04 0.0 yAB.74]) 000
Clergy Packs: 96 (1,028.18) .00 .00 1.028:1H 0.0
Frcionmeant Framfors 000 1E,207 87 L.00 (15370000 RN
k'mitg Scholamships 284,70 307000 (.00 [2,585.000 G, 0
Kicd's SCuff 28020 R[N AN .00 EEI.'.I.GU]
pAETIE e W esilrese T 12867 115040 (3324 50)] F162.50] 400127
Wiomyn's Gutreach 2.313.24 10500 0 T 1373.78) 1,537.44]
Regional Funds
01 -Morth Atlantic 142,72 0.0z 00 (4 1572
02-Mid Allantc 1,265.73 1. TS 0 {E00.53) [1.437.500 1,021,770
03-5outh Mlantic 197,50 S0 (2,010 (120000 77.50
OA-Cireal Lakos 0.0 o0 0.d0 {00 G0
da-Czrzat Plains 23057 (A i1, F120.880) Fpo.ns
06 Rocky Mountam |BE3.87 0,20 0.00 0.0 16387
L7 -Facific. Morthees 104,50 0.Cd A .5 ’ll.'.l-"-.:EHF
DE-Central Pacihc 104332 LB .00 CLO 1,343,532
OU-Southwest US 1,276.83 a5 00 (258,08 (215.00) ARS.TS
I0-Canada 45.00 .00 .00 (45.00) 0.£0j
Totals $23 50654  $74.727.23  (S57.2BHUS) (315370000 32545011

Kinship Fiscal Year 1999 Endowment Account Statement

Baginning Depaosits Transfers & Ending
Restricled Investmenls 01/01/98 & Earnings  Adjusiments  Distwrsed 12/31/99
fAsset Alocation
Gank Armenc:s Savinds 305 45 000 (a0 48 AR A 0.0
Fictelity Brokoraga 6312538 333039 0.o0 00 0B, 225,30
_|..I'I'|I:: Dzposits 32.53!3.35 4, 92597 A05.46 L0 EH.DHT.EE:
Total $06 267 24 336.0P0.88 50,00 $0.00  $134,207.12
™iores:

1. {Hrickets) dennte a subtracted amounl o negalive halance.
2. Waney is wansierred out of the geneeal fond and inte funds with negative balances il year's cod.
3 Addvertising is nova paid out of the penecal lood,

Sla Rlnsaly Sonnzclion & ey Falroary 2000



The Proust Inspired Questionnaie

Twor respeizes to quéaticizin a
pravicus iseucl. Hopafully this will
snEmage pete o you
r-'-:w-*-l-[.:r'.‘.'-".-:l with w2 Aravdreal

LESLIE QUINN:

< What is your greatest
exfravazance?

Prohably my doll eollection

= What iz your favorie
Joumey?

Driving to the airport to pick

up my pariner <D

w+  What iz yoor most marked
clhiractensic?

My cronked smile

% Who are wour beroes am real
life?

My uncle, who Iz one of the

origingl DA pay men I know

af. He was ray in the 5ikA

chorch when belng gay wasn't

aveepied at ALL. | admire him

sticking o hiz beliefs and his

healthy cutlonk,

= Which talent wonld you most
Like v Jnoave?

Musical talent, especially to he

able to sing!

5 What do you consider vour
orzatest achicvemoent?

Surviving childhood sexual

ahuse and the thevapy

thereafter.

& What iy vour maost treasuresd
posscssion ?

0y sanily 1l

< Whom would vou nominatz
as TIME magazine’s persan of
the century? Why!

Eleanor Roosevelt, because she

cared shout the common people.

She cared ahoot women.

4 TFwow had 1o choose another
prafession, what would it be?

i essage Uhorapist

¢ Which three persons, living or
dead. would vou sl hike to
ivite to a dinmet party?

My partner. my grandmaother

(deceased}), and my mother

(deceaxed).

#  What ix your principal hobhe

Collecting agotes and tiny sand

dollurs

< What do you consider fa he
Lhe grw0st LOVEDAL Svenl il
vour e ?

Livirge in Hawaii torr 6 months

% What do you consider to be
the mwst imprartant ook
il e el 7

Servans or Friends? Amother

Look af God by G=raham

Maxwell, For the frst fime in

my life, I vealized Grod was a

loving God, cuther than g

dictator nr strict disciplinarvian

S Whal 15 your greaiest
exbrwvagrance T

I could have gotten the basic

IMomda Clivic ... but T have the

mndel with cruise conlrol,

povwer windows & door locks,

automalic sunfmoon roof, e,

#* Whal is your faivnrits
juurney T

hy jomrney to self-awareness—

the process of coming out tn

mysch ... very liberoling, theugh

hard choices and a painfol

divorce {frem hosband and

chirch) tollowed.

o Whal 15 vour mvost racked
characteristic ¥

My smile & vouthinl

enthusiasm

4 Whoate your herces in real
life?

Marsha Stevens & her partner,

Suweanne; other leshans in

committed, long-torm, mono-

pamous relationships ... becanse

they are an example to me of

what is possible.

£ Which talent would v most
like 1 have T

I would Inve tn be ablc to play

the piane and sing (on-key).

2 What do vou congider wour
oreulest achievement T

Some of my former students are
now toachors, oucses, doctors,
lavwyers, ministers. efc.

% Whal 15 your micsl rews nred
osscssion?

I sctoally consider Mittens [eat]

my by —bul when asked if T'm

a pet owner, | say yves, a0 | guess

she's my mest freasured

'possession’.

2 Whom would vou noesunale
gy TIME macazines person of
the cennyy? Why?

A TTE ... Elvanor Reosevell and

Helen Keller were both strong

women who were excellent role

mndeks and did a lot of good in
their lives,

% It vou had to choose another
profession, what would iche?

RETIRED!! (T think I was bocn

to br a teacher ...oeven 1o first

grade, T always just KNEYY that
wis whitt T wanted tobe.)

= Which three persons, Tiving or
e, seonebd you wiost fike 1o
invite to o dinner party®

Jesus: my lodylove, Leshie

(uinn; aund my best fniend.

Juliang--who wonld play the

piano so we could siug God’s,

praises in perfect

harmony.

& What iz vour principal hobby?

Commitmicating with Friends

and fomily wembers via e-mail

and telephone; akio coin
collectiog.

4 What do yon consider Lo be
the tmost urwsaal cvent in
vour life?

I gol to o soaving in a zailplane.

With a bird’s-eve view af the

amtomn codors, I fell in awe of

God's heantiful handiwark.

% What do vou consider to be
the mioal impeatant book
wool v read ?

Besides the Bible, I wonld say it

was THE LTTTLE PRINCE, by

Antoine de Saint Exupery.

{Leslie Quinn and Jon Racciyife
are pseudonyms, )
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Room for
A iew
OF TWo

o e movie “Prelly Woiman,™
Julisn Bnbeems’ character 15 aghad
vy Richard Gere’s character:
“What is your name

Her response is: What would
vom like it lo be™

Slost of s don't po around
otfering w ‘he’ whoever others
wallt w5 to b, entdnar in 0ATIE OT 160
persus. But Tve got o deal Lo
WL

The Copsection is the newslemar
of SDA Kinship Intcrnational, IF
wonn'ee reading Ui you arc either
o metaber o someornes s given
ol 8 subscription or lent you
theds copy or you' ve mmelonzly
fomnd 1 in i SDA collepge hbraty
fiand 1°4 certainly like o hear
from you if that’s the cuse!l] ),

Thie Cannection 1 Yoo our
pewslefer. Itis s velncle of
sharing k] recciving com-
mnmications fTom GILRTI persons
wihil ane af WERS 4t some e
sonnected Lo the STYA chirch.

I'o quote Jnlia Robests' character:
“What would vou like it to be?™
(The £onneciion, (hat i5.)

I wioulid love to hear from yow,
whither this 15 the first issoe

von ve read or whether yon™ve
bean reading every i5sus since the
[iest o cames ol {0 o 3k,

Longtime Conrection meaders
will undonbtedly recoznize the
talent of former sditor. 1. Vickic
Shelton, in the Lwo poains nn
pinge 15 of this issee. I'd like 1o
dedizate thiy February issne w
my paticnt parmes of 17T years,
and Vickie' s ulira patient partner
of more than thres decades,
[hest tea women are fencely
private and Loyal o their
partnets, even when same
Criey e:l:u:-ugh to take Loy the job of
Comnection Bditor! %

Rom Wilder
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Today's
Out Look
C Tue 2000

B [J.,,.l-.;
Gay &l gabian
. Calandar

ot e

The first time an
identifled gay man
‘appearad on
television was on
'a 1954 talk show
panel along with a
‘vice cop and a
paychiatrist,
Deszpite using a
pseudonym to
avoid retribution,
““Curtis Whita” was
fired from his job
the day after the

show aired.
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TREASURERS REPORT
1 AR ToS0BETEMDE]

¥ Michael McLaughiin,
Kinship's treasurer,
submitted this year's
report to tha board an
January 15 and has put
it into this adition of the
Connaction (pageo 6).

It any membar has
questions aboul tis
raport, please feal free

to contact Mike through  §
he Kinship address:

F .. Box 7320, Laguna
Miguel, CA B2B0T. W

:  Have you been on
I bhe web to see o
i Kinship's homepage? |

v www.sdakinship.org :

" For rore information

¢ about KinNet y
1 amail Floyd Foenitz at 3
i "
i floydp@home.com E:
R P e P S e e B S -

Did you koW you -
huffi ‘donate.
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Reglonal Reports
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MISSING = INACTION?
|| Ew.-n if yau're nat the regional coordinator, feel free
.. to send ‘news' 1o the Connection.
{E-E sure to get permission to use people’s names.)
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Region I -

Begion 2 — A picture i5 worth a
thousand words!1! {heck ont
this picture, Folks. What? Yoo
nced words alse? Mext month
vou' 1l get a full report on this
Adopt-A-Thiphway propram in
Silver Spring, Maryland.

WMESTRICTER
L ANE

Region 5 - = :

Resioll & Lhis 34 the rerion Charles Shobe
&4 Aol brave been Hsied o List tine!

Region 7 - Ha's daing fine, hy B way !

Region %
Reginn 1 -
REegion 13 (Kinship Germany)
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Dear BEditor,

I dom't koow how T would have
survived my sophomare yeur in
colleme 17 T hawdn't been recciving
the Conrection, Allow me o relute
my story, It huppened in March
1994 T had never felt so happy o
vy Life. It way the Diest tome 1 felt
close o person, Ever sincs | was
in elemontary achool. [ had alwiys
dreamed of having a gy best
[riend whom 1 conld el everyvihing
and with whom Teoald do
evervthing. Mow | had thal close
fricnd who caved so much aboat
me. I was alan happy hocawse T was
finally where I belonged - & mosic
conzervatoey, [dido't care it 1 was
fhe only SDA or the only Filipino,

Then it huppened. One night my
best friend was giving me a
massage. We started explonng
cach other amd we fooled around. 1t
was e most exciting and ewied-
ing fesling I've ever bad, Ha spent
(he wight and slapt with his head on
my chickt.

The fallowing dey, 1 iell vonsasy,
Al Teould think of was what had
happencd the night before, T
conldn't coscentrate in class and
fedt like | had a fever. 'That nightl
my best friend called e on the
phae, He wanted to @lk to-me 1n
pemson, so §wenl o his roem. He
said he wanied 10 alk ta e about
what happencd. ‘Then he asked me
"Are you payT Toouldn't answer. |
Lthuonghe what we wore doing was
porrnal. Bowas just aopuy thing,
Liuys qust Iove to bhave firn, you
ko, He carne oul bo me aod then
he said, "Fihink vor're goay."

Unfortunataly, our six-month love
affair mmed out w be @ mehioare

BOA Lamhiz Corsiss o

fur me. My host friend wis jost
aging me. 1, om the ether hand, fell
misdly i1 Jiove swith himn, § remems-
ber coming home e Riverside, and
nof being able o slesp every meht,
His woice kept on moging in my
hearl: "Are you gay?" | recall
secretly looking for answers ot the
La Sierra University Library, ‘[he
first answer [ fomnd was trom the
American Foickologioal Soursal
stutine Ll homesexmality is not o
mental disorder. | eouldn? stand i
any longer, Teonldn® tell anyhody.
s I decided o o buck to Florida
gnd spend the sommer alone, wway
from family. [did spend the whole
summer reading all (he gay books
from the pablic library, checking
onat all the bookstores in the mall,
But I sl fielt dimy. 1 am s
Seventh-day Adventist, [cantboa
sinner. [am a Filiping, To be ray
is 3 Caucasian Amencan thing. 1
arn Asian, The more | prayed the
wrars 1 lemimed o come 1o enms
with royself,

Then one day T bought GCENREE
mugaing, A3 1 was flipping
through the ads, Tegne acrmss one
that said: SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTISTS, YOU ARE NOT
ALONE., Wow, thero was un
atganization atfirming 30 Gays.
After finally leaving my name and
acddpess, (il was &N answernng
machine and I felt uncemfemable
tewving myw information), | received
a packet which included the
Connection within a week,

[ wenn socxcited. Waw, thore™ an
“oul™ slondent from Andrews
University (Scott Wienmsars), Thore
wat un ad: Do you hear what 1
hear? Join KinMet. Thess was a
Kampmeeting group photo. They
even had an 800 nuimber and a

regional coondivator from Plondal
T called e regionol coondinatod
right away. I was so impressed. He
wis & choir dircctor and o vourh
ministry lewder o church, His
repion even had a boath noa gay
event, It wassed thoogh hecaase
the reraonal coosdinamor was
moving to anather stule in & fow
months. The next 2 vears of my
undersgrad yvears wonld be spent
comnining with the Conraction.
O rerion didn't have any activily
ubter Jay Tnpor {pseudonyin left.
I had wunied o beenme a regional
coadinatar hack then but civcwm-
stances prevented that at the tme,

I remomber waning, for each
Conneciion. At lost | was nod
alnae! The population of our
ponservatory was 40 aml there
were 3 mays (my best fricnd, his
buylrend and myscifl I koew
winem [ seried my araduate studies
in New York of visited my
telatives in Califoonia, T would be
ahlc to interact with the writers
frorn the Coanestion i person. |
wondered if §had overloaked any
1Esues i the marazine stacks at La
Sigrra University, T wandered how
peeple in the "third world
comntrics” ke Asia and Africy
reacted to gy S0A s This can'l be
Just an Asmerican thing. (A few
vears later, I was ahle to come-
spend with studenls from South
Africa, Migenu, China, Daminican
Eepublic, Brazil, Chile, Australia,
ot | drearned of affending
Kampimeeting. Someday when
conld atford a plane Goket T'd he
ahle o pliend, and aficr five years
of reading ahoue i T dud get 1o
attend !

When T look back al my years n
wullege, sometimes [ fecl 5o

Jaruamy et pamy 200



DEAS EDITOH SO TIMLIET

negarive hecauze I was al the
wrong place at the wrong tiene. But
then T wonild thiok of ey exciwe-
el every fime snothar copy of
Kinship's wevesletter womld arrive

T temernbier Michuel Mclanghlin
ut Kumpmecting crylng as he mead
Lavry Hallocks ad in the news:
papcr: GAY SDA, AM | THE
ONLY ONE? “es, T was the only
S0 o mv schoal but as 1 reccived
such copy of the Conneciion, 1 was
assured thal I wis not alone.

I Ginally cirne out Lo my parcnts. it
the age of 231 Bot being in the
Auiran culture miade thing s worss,
Meeding supporl never stops, ch?
Well. the Conncction will pever
stop 2ivimg e moral support.
Alter commecting with gav 3T1A s
wi probably each have found some
SENNIEYE 185ues whoere mare
siuppodt 15 needed. Hey, [do necd
support from other soutly passats,
[aamily members, and fricnds, and
rrngt especially T osed the suppoen
of ASTANS! 1won't complain to
the Editar that thess needs wre not
beimz met because o 'newsletier
cando itall, That's why we cach
need w0 the hers’ < fo give moral
suppart o ewch other when we
niced it Please Know yon can
caunt oo

Jonathan Arevalo-Coo
Email: schubeort@ovberdude com
Website

hittpatseww ooocities. corm™ e
Stragse/TI83
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An upsate shout a10kaer
meamber of Firshie folloses,
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HAT EVER

HAFFPERNED T

CANNECTIO ﬂ

EDITORE ANDEEW
STRONG, WHO =UT QUT
HZLAST IS2JE &F THE
NEWSLETTER FOLE
YEARS AGO AND MOVED
T RLUSSAR

When seven-vear-old et
sugpesied thal he woold show e
hig if T sherared hita neioe in our
hidemt twder the haseball bleach-
o5 noar our Adventist grads
schowl, my six-vear-old mind wes
filled with inrcease 1immediately
unzipped my joans.

Howeewer, although my enringity
wis satisfied 20 minoles later. the
game awakened in me feclings that
| conuld not identily.

Seven vears Ler when T wasa
missionary kid at Har Hastem
Acaderny i Swpapone T finally
fpgomed that people sroused by the
EATE BEE Were fApants, quocrs,
putcusts, | never assoctuted those
labels with mvself wafil T orans-
ferred to Ciom State Academy in
Tk after my parems divorced
and the youlh hers decided Qe T
was one of those wackos.

Towvey years luter, 16 was an into
verted, sexually frostrated 17-year-
old whe prraduwated md spoved to
Willa Walla College. | hoped that
people would ned muke o of me
there and was relieved that | would
ny lomrer huve to repularly check

Condinued cn the nexd pape

Z0A FI-':':-1I|: Soresiod
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Andres Strandg cordinuod

Prathrooem siall walls 1 serub ofl
scruwwled jeercs snd ohscens draw-
ings mncking the man I vwas
RN E THp 10 b,

I zoom found that although the
stpdents were nol as harsh, | had to
jamp the huedle of being able w
wdrnil that §was & faggat, & guoer, a
gay hefore 1 could set mv mimd on
stucdiss.

That 1= where Kinship came in.
Shorly atter my [Eth bicthday a
friend introduced me oo Dong
Tavlar, who was Kinshp's hot-line
conrdinator, and Te in torm iodics
duced me w0 Einship. The support
of other Adventist gays wius what 1
netded most of sil. and I spent
howees talking 1o repronal members
and thumbing through nld
Conneciions,

A couple of years later Kinship
President Drarin Olsen noticed mo
interest i jonmalism and norm-
nated me o take the helm of the
Cormneetionr, Thol responsibility
was withmata donld the steppang
stome I needed to come to grips
with who Tam, The edilorship
illowed me o flex my young
Jourmaiislic muscles while
cxploring my scxuality,

Accouple more yeurs pasied and |
Tonand chat Ihad accepled thol Twas
cay, Boat | also realized that
another issue had cropped up. Fven
thongh [ had made several allempis
Lo hawe sexuslly satistying relatiog.
ships, T was ioo shy, loo wwkeard
and -- 1et's face 1 == oo ashaned (o
leosen up encuzh to enjoy sex. |
wandered whether it would be
hegter to Hive without sex. The
thoupht of marrving and raising
Adventist kads crossed my mind,
bk enly biiefly Tecause T lad
heard tragric stories from Kinship
mernbers who meuretled having
strayed from their homasexoal
feclings. | alsn dehated whether 1
wimled o work for the church.
careers tal thal my parenls and
their parenis had followed,

fr wvas 1995, 1 had lived in the
Lmited States for seven of my 22

years and 1 wanwed out.  Kinship
comtorted me snd my handlel of
Imends suppodted me, Do Tdud nod
fea] at bnmnc. 1 f2lt that | conld mot
find my sexuality 10 surroundings
whete T had felr repressad Ty
Adwventists from the moment [
arrived,

An oppomumity to intcm in Rusaia
gave e just the opportunily 1
somight and I leaped for it Tfignmed
that the 1{-month contract at an
Adventist Englisl school sould Ted
eontront my foclings about
working for the Adventist church
aie] mbwoil sea,

Upen my amrival in the former
Savied Uion I soon saw that the
cfficialz moning the schonl did net
have my vision ol God m their
fheearts, They repeatedIy lied to the
new teuchers snd plaved shady
Dpvancial sames with the Russion
awthorities and the smdents. [ was
dizappuoinled,

Wirhin & month T had had sex
severtl times with one of che other
teachers (whe insist=d e only had
gay urges whan he was dronk) and
beltended my (el oy Kussian
Wlare Bnssian friendships followed
and hy the cnd of my stay in Kussis
I dhscoversd thil sex could ool just
I satisfying Tt grear. Buar 1 sgill
woit ot tekly comtorteble with sex.

Mzanwhile, T realized that I wanied
to develop the skills 1 had picked
up s the editor of the Cornection
by fallowing & career in
Journalism.

Whean I graduated feom college six
mermths later, 11lew straight back o
Bussio and wis hiesd shonly
alterwand by anewspaper. Tn the
past three vears | have merved tfrmm
copy editor to chict copy cditor 1o
deputy miglt editos 1o depaty
business oditor, My Mew Year's
wish wus sranted o few weeks
early last December when [ was
appointed a fall-time reporter,

Alsr over tho three yoars | fommed
mons friendships and continued o
Cight my inhilitions alxnt sex

Druring a secent evening | leafed
throurh o Few mssues of the
Conmection that T had pot ant, and |
wak surprised al how primitoes my
editing. layvoul amd design ideas
were. But [ realized that I had done
the best I knew bow, Theo, with a
Conrection 11 m lap, iosineck me
that just 4% those joumalistic skills
had developed, se bad mv feclings
abiit vy oientation. 1 knew that 1
was na longer ashamed of who 1
arn and was o longer ashamed of
chjoying the sox that Caod gave me.

Fhe ooly gquestios reigaiiig, T
thought, was whather 1 wonld ever
wirk for the church. In myv beart T
knew winnited 1o s Ciod through
His church, bat 1 wondersd of ils
mernbers € from the same stock as
those who ejecoed me in wcademy
and lied (o me in Bussi — wsald
have me.

Kinship helped me smbrace 1y
orientation. Russia brought me ro
terms with scx. And nooar afler
mromithy of fruitless searching, T am
left weondering if [ wouldn’e find &
mnnre Ingical answer e my ol
guestion by codns back o wherne
iy seaalicy was awakened.
Mavhe I should redurn (o e
baseball bleachers and just ask letf.
¥ ¥y ¥YvYvyYyYyYYy
Andrews Strong, 26, 15 o business

g beg in bdogcow, Bussia, ond a
memiber ol Bine, He walenmes ainy
angwers to hiz final question ol

Aol eSS b il s
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Today's Dut Lock |
The 2000 BEo-Lay Gay &
wEsbian Calendar (T ab, 200

Gay playwright Edward !
Albaa, winner of three Pulitzer !
Prizes, has baan in & roman-
fic refatlonship with 2culptor
Janathan Thaomas For naarly
thirty vears, Can you namea
the ather playwright Alboa
was with earlierin life?
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Drveam w._em.'irﬁ

Tiveam we.r.wing H“'.quﬁdm‘:; ory
days and decadas
 mardhs, yaars
- deift it aach athar
baarky
suddenky thivky

~ " and more

wg'u‘a been ’rc-i_:i_&{.-l'u.:.r‘

‘-.lﬂ"l. ]ﬂ.n,E '-.-.-'l"ul-li_:

aviery sharkwhils
Living the drsanm

we lve Hhe dary
IF[ comald ‘Fﬂn.:':,.-'

the pertact way

N fanay it
hast Hhis ey,

Nickia 242558

¥ 5[eep.
J""'ll.';,.-l' l'ne.:n.-'}-' e}-'e|.1'.-:|5 westh te 5|"-Jm]:|e.r'
heot 5+m"+|g apan
and PI-EL'J‘ Hhe higl'\{‘.
Longdays -
but happy days
Td'r*ad Ime.aﬁ and ﬂ'r"_lll"rihg gl*-auHer‘;
Veurs
Mipa
¥ life. mrad Fiffias
Bt allin all
We dont mind
Vhave yons, Pind yons me.
Yo hold meup
and [ hald yeu
]"{mwing s warth it all
E-nﬁ&’rl‘e'r".
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Ah yvos, hearts and flowors.
Febmary, Chocolate. T have
alwuys wondered why we
comgider it romantic oo eclebrate
the death of o reetvr o menth
whete most peoplean the
neorthern hemisfhers have
Scasonal Aflective Disorder,
cabdn fever, hathing suit hlues,
hsuting uel feostrations, and
heliday jec fag. And of course
we focu s o eonsuming a
substance that moukes us el
loved {bigchemically) for an
hear; cighe befese i plupumets
aiir Mond sugar into the
buzenent and sends s intoa
doprossion....or cunming Lo Lhe
cupboprd for marc.

Maxhe Walentine's [Day iy an

attemipt to remmind s o Comlies
o speak b0 each other,
appreciate the ones we Jowe, amnd
recenut 10 making i through
the winter, until the flowersy
Teally do come ol and pue loves]
ipEs can gee more of o hodics
that the seven kyvers we esponse
up here 1o the modea. T eally
don’t know why Bom asked such
a winter curmadgesd [ wrie
thas prlicle, She iz still learning
to know me [ guess. BEven when
[ am invelved i o relatonship
1% s effoet for me o find my
hotmones in Fohrmuary. 1 abaas
think 1 have packed hem away
wilh the T-shute. I pictors them
wiiliog pakiently until [ clean

ol the closet on the firse 58
degres diy and find parts of my
[ife: pul ingo hibermacion munths
earlier. 1% in April thiae T fecl
romuntic, find flowers, walk in
the: mooonlipht.and of conrse Ty
to protect my shoes from the
mnd geason. | am grutefol 1o
those of you who continne e
teach we iabout the long lazting
beauty of Tomantic love,

—

\SALET HEHE =

o) e o .
O Rahianley

Vickie and BEmy Lon stay wirm
ot there in Caoferado,  Brce
and Fuddie, T hope you are able 1
have a fow mormenis will sach
oaher 1 begrween caring for the
glders. Hal and Kachand, Thave
alwirvs loved the humor and
affection with which vou
desicribe vourselves. Bike and
Jobug, I am still weiting Lo heat
abont that sailing top mio the
sunsed. David and Robert, ane
oIl managing to travel o
gether?? And of comrse those
wooreen down in 11 thousl
il were going o make it
through the winger holding
hadgd s under the cherry Lress,
Somry wo sent you arclic blasts
from our direction. 1 Jove the
open love loters we gat Lo e
an KinMet, | love that Pam and
Ciretchen so openly share the

hard work il goes with raizing
the childran their romancs has
given to them and to us. A, and
Darin I did aot forget you and
wouT romantic nature. ©um so
glad you hive someons by yoar
side

A
P . _$i

I also think Valentines should be
handed tn the people who bring
us love, even thongh they are
mot invelved. . at lesst with 2ach
other or us. Flovd and Charlens
teach me depths about cormmit-
mient. Obed's kindiess, pereonal
honesty, and humor slways relil]
miy heart. Ben and his never
ending commitment @ com-
munity cducates, infurms and
matkes me feel safer. And ther
are hinodrads of you | hiave not
mendonsd. But Lam glad tor the
eourage of your decision e hve
lite honestly amd maks a com-
pugity in which | can grose as o
whole human belisg,

Somez noles v physiclogy. The
healthicr we are peperally, the
mioTe Hkely our sex drives are m
function. The steadiar cur hlood
supae, he fewer tha mond
sWIILES, Zina (pionlinate is less
likely to makes yoor nanseousk
bielps uild up our immune
gyatems. Colds and the flu hive
Lieen knoam to darmpe sy roEsric
evenings, Mroploces make it
wariner for those who need 12
lawers to stay warm. Wood
sraves work even bener, ot
thore's nol the (ickering light
And having a commnmnity gives
wy mere will (o live. Anditism
the Living Lhat theve is shanng.
And 1115 to the willingness to
share thel our hearts and oor
hands.. and the rest of s can
towach.

Thanks Kinship. Have w pentie
“Toliday” scason.
Lt
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