Cathering Tayior

I was in Los Angeles visiting my childhood church
last month. | know seme of the people because [ met
them 35 years ago. [ know sonte of the people because |
try to visit my family every eight weelks and have
gradually gotten o know the present day congregation.
There was a middle-aged man there that day, amian
had never seen before. 1 overheard him say he was
from Quebec which is far closer to my Mew England
home than 1o Southern California. The focals were
welcoming him. That seemed fine to me becatise they
ook me off the hospitality hook. Twas feeling tired
and a little shy that day. Ialmost didn’t speak because |
just wanted to sing some songs, survive a sermon, and
o back home,

I have no idea why 1 decided to ooze out of my shell,
I somehow found myself telling this gracious soul,

sotbinugd on page 12
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OUR WEDDING

Catherine Linrud’ Sldwell

{ peek around the corner of the farmhouse hoping fo
catch a glimpse of ker and the signal to start the
ceremony. The clay caldron in my hand dangles
[from its chain, bubbling and steaming. The warm
My sun streams through the trees and onfo the foces
of the handficl of guests waiting on the lush green
e of Michelle s parents ' backyard. A small table
draped in lavender silk and white lace and filled with
ceremony ilems, stands in front of them. White rosex
bedeok the vy thar obliterares the trunks of the fur
trees that stand as pillars of green, creating the
perfect backdrop,  Everything ix in ity place,

It was here st last, the big day. So many defails and
wormes had acoumulated in the past few months as i3
tvpical of wedding plans.

We decided early on that this would be a simple
ceremony with only a few family members and
friends present. It was heartbreaking to me that the
church family that 1 grew up mwould nob allow us to
celebrate our happiness within the church structure.
Undaunted by this reality, wo determined that our
relationship should be publicly noted as a commitment.

We made up announcements on the computer and
handed them out to the larger group of people that we
felt neaded o niow but likkely wonld not weani o
attend. Then we personally invited a handful of folks
that we knew were supportive and would not faint
when we kissed publichy.

No white gowns thiz trip. We picked out ail biack
garb-and [ miade miatching sashes forus o wear that
had purple wheat sheaves on them symbolizng the
hope for prosperity and fruitfulness inour
relationship, Wa chose freedom rings to wear around
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WHO WE ARE...

Severith-day Advertist Kinship Intemational, Inc. is & support group which
minigters Lo the spiritual, smotional, soclal, ard physical well-baing of
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community through education, sdvocacy, and reconciliation

Founded in 1978, the non-profit organization was incorporated |n 1281
and has-a board of 15 officers and 10 regions! coordinators.

SDA Kinshlp bellzves the Bibls does not condemn, or even mention, homo-
ssuality as a sexual orisntation. Ellen G. White does not parallel sny of
the Bivle texts which are oftan used to condemn homosexuals, Most of
tha anguish Imposed upon God's children who grow up aay or lesbian has
s roots In g mispndsretanding of what the Bible says,

SDA Kinshlp supports the advancemant of human rights for all people.
SUA Rinshilp can be found on the internat 8% wmww.adakinship.or.

SUPPORT KINSHIF..
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Lhur Weddling
continwed from page |

our necks as a remmder of our

commitment for change and the
community thet brings us together.

For months we sneaked aroomd
making gifts to present to each
other at the ceremony. [ spent
hours working on 2 wood carving
ofacraneg for Michells and she in
turn was busy domng one of a
winman that she said symbolized
mi &nd my metamaorphosis in
recent vears: Michelle labored for
davs to make baps for the gifta to
S0 1nED, even drawing our
respective favonte irees on the
ouitside of them.

Then there were vows to write and
practice, wedding bands to buy, a
mndified tea ceremrony to learn and
tiny firtrees o pick up and prepare
o hand oul o our guests as &
living memaory of the seedling of
oir relationship.

Now, ax fwait for Michelle to give
me the signal to walk toward her
fo the tabfe to begin the ceremony,
the strains of the Seattle Men 'k
Choir xinging, “We are a Family’
JTovad it dgross e Teldy and in
amongst Hhe wailting guests. A xenre
af con-tentment, happiness and
completion makes me smile, I
nevey dared to dream that { could
Jeel this way but here [ am, about
ter fintm e fifie with thet of the

wantan of sy dreams,

She wives her caldron. [rakea
deep breath and walk toward her
And iy her eves I see the excilemsni
that { feel, knawing that there realy
cern e an "Chrerthe Rainbaw !
YYYVYY
Sea page 18 for "Your Eyes," a
poént by Cate, and pags 3 for har
Fio under Bagioh 7.

Ten Ways To
Slow Things Down

What can you dao ifyou feel like
life is rushing by insanely fast?
Here are 10 ways lo at least slow it
down a little bit and help you keep
WOUr sanity:

¥ First of all, stop multitasking.
That's computer talk for doing
several things at once —talking
on & cetular phone while
driving, for example. When
people try to multitask, they
don't do any task well.

¥ Ditchthe TV. Try going for a
full week without turning the
stupid thing on. If vou're a
typical American, you're likely
to discover that you suddenly
have & ot more leisure time.

¥ Don't get hung up on your
telephone. Why should vou
Jumpwhenever it rings? What
are you, Paviov's dog? If the
phone interrupts you in the
midst of doing something, let
the snswering machine pick it
up.

¥ Sit. Dot for & while, say hatf
an hour, and don’t do anything
else. Just refax and let vour
mind drift, If you start
obsessing about your job, stop
and say, “That's quite enough
of that!™

¥ Listen to some music, How
often do you sit down and
actually listen to a piece of
music without doing something
else? If your answer is never,
then vou've never really
listened to music.

¥ Keepajournal, Take a fow
minutes sach day to write
down your thoughts or to
describe something that

happened to you that day. You
will develop a better
understanding of vourseld,

¥ Rediscover s childhood
pleasure, When vou were a
krd, did you liks to paint? To
colicct bugs? To wade in the
ereek and catch frogs? Why
notdo it now? I vou have
children, they can help vou do
this. Do what they do.

¥ Have some guality time with
your dog. Or cal. Or bird.
Take the time fo grow close 1o
vour snimal. Pet him. Tolk o
him. Throw the saliva-soaked
tennis ball for him

¥ Haveaconversation. Most of
whist paskes for conversabion
these days is not, Take the time
o really listen o someone else,
to hear his or her thoughts and
to share yours,

¥ Be, Thisis sort of like “sit."
Excepl you're not sitting now;,
vou're doing whatever you
happen to be doing. But as
you're doing it, you're really
paving afention to whal you're
doing. If you're cating & cookie,
for example, take the ime (o
look at it smeell it and feel it
before you stuff it in your gob
Dizgect of; and eat il the way o
kad would. Ak, the texture of life
i& made of moments like this.
yY¥Y¥Ywvw
Excerpled from Simple Living, the
daurmal ¢f Votimtary Simplivin
Simple Living, 4500 Interinke Ave
M, Box 149, Seattle, WA 98103
(206-464-4800). Simple Living ia
published guarterly by Simple
Living Press and i délivered in
Japuary, April, July and Oetober
each year, Sample tssues and one-
vear subscriptions: miy be vrdered
through The Simple Living Metwork
(5L online ut the above address or
v simpleliving net’defaulchim (&
website I'highly recommend -~ rw).
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BEN'S QUESTIONS

Whar fiallows i a “thread ™ from KinNet. Each
person who posfed on His hay given permission for
their pogi(s) to be printed here in the Connection.

Axeditor, I've tried to keep all "articles™ at two
pages or fegs (preferably less. az pou 've noticed), bur
I tiink you W ind gz vou recd this "thread " fromm
KinNer that as each voice ' eomes in, it 15 almost like
a new arficle. Infact, you'll be at the end of the five
pages before you realize it! Bear in mind thar these
were nates/letters posted on KinNet, and were not
ariginally intenided as “articles for publication ™ ..,
soamilack of literary finesse is fobe T 005
overlooked, Frankhy, I'think it makes for better
reading!!

I vou d like to add YOUR thoughts to this, feel free
fo do 5o, I you have o computer, write to
[Movdpi@ione com and ask to become @ member of
KinNer. Onece you re g member you can go fo this
thiead and post your epiniony. Or you can send them
ter it N WildeHghaol. con.

If v ddon 't have a compuiter or aren t ondine, please
feol free-to send your comments fo the editor
findicaie your response i to "Ben 5 Questions ") at
the S04 Kinship address on page 2 of this
prbicarion

fn “onitne”’ typing. people affen either put lines
_hefore and after the words that would otherwise be
underlined. Sometimes peaple put an asterisk or two
around thing they want to **emphasize™® so [ left
these markings ge they were to keep the “onling" foel
of this piece.

-~ Riom Wilder, Editor

ryrryY¥yw€w

By Ben K on Thursday, April 20, 2000 - 10:1% am:
Hieveryone,

Recontly on SDAnet, Duke Holtz and Steve Gungl
have announced & new Adventist gay and leshian
ministries program, This progmm is spearheaded by
the San Francisco Central SDA Church with growing
support from their local conference. Furthermore,
they have been allowed website space on the Three
Angels Nerwork (TAGhet), Their ministry specifically
promotes Adventist church acceptance _only  for

those gays and lesbians committed to lifelong
celibacy,

It has been argued that people like me (a non-celibate
guy man) should support these efforts because such

represents an imcremental step forward m Adventist
church acceptance of grys and leshians. So, I'm
currently pondering this question:

[fthe Adventizt Church considers accepting lifelong
colibate gays and lesbians, is this a pemiinely
incremental step forward?

[ belizve in an incremenial strategy promoting the

-acceptance of pays and leshians by the Adventist

Church, However, I"'m goncemed &5 to whether an
acceptince of lifelong velibate pays and leshinns isa
step towards incluston or whether it might actually
reinforce exciusion. What do [ mean?

I fear that the notion of acceptmye_only  lifelong
colibate guys and leshians by the church remforces a
Interalist approach o Scripiiee. In this particukar
case, only acceptng gelibate gays and lesbinns is
“legally™ based upon what the Scriptures omit rather
than looking at (he relational spit of the entire Bible
Tt is this same literal lepalivm that has been nsed to
justify patriarchy, slavery, and ant-Semitism. [ am
concerned about any process that reinforces a literal
rather than interpretive approsch to Scripture. | am
worried that supporting groups fobbying for
Adventist church accepiance of celibate gays and
lesbizns mey actually make it more difficult for
gening gay and lesbian meclusion in the future. In
addition, adopting this type of spproach may give the
impression that *Chuch compassion™ can be extended
toward pays and lesbians — while not affirming thesr
lives, relationships, love, families — or spiritual
Jourmneys.

[ behieve that & spirital ife is contored upon
_relationships  with church, God; spouse; family,
soototy, fiends, and world and ! am concermned by the
exclusionary ramifications of the SF Central
program, When one demarcates and judges intimacy
in the way the 8F Central ministry currently does, one
also alters that person s relationship with God,
church, etc., becanse all of these relationships are
interhinked by meaning and undeérstanding. By
requiring lifelong celibacy of gays and lesbians, one
chanpes the face and meaning of God.

SDA Kinship Connection 4
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[ also wonder what kind of lifelong “support system”
the SF Central church plans to ensure lifelong
celibacy of gays and lesbians in this ministry. This is
no small commitment — it’s one thing to call people
to lifelong celibacy as the onby option — it's quite
another to support human integration and spiritual
maturity within @ context of celibacy. And of course,
what does “celibacy™ really mean in this context —
are gavs ond leshians allowed to hug, kiss, caress,
gie:?

I"vet been called all kinds of names (both i charity
and frustration) over ry unwillingness to support
Adventist ministries calling . only  for the acceptance
of lifelong celibate gays and leshians — progrioms
which simultancously exchide everyone else — or
worse, promote a “don't ask, don't tell” approach to
spirituslity {afterall, Who are we trying to fool here7),
In some circles; | have fell like a voice in the
wildemness. Am [all wet on this? I°d be interested in
hearing your thoughts,

Hugs, Ben
dibenkefdimensional. com
TYYVYY

Larry W on Thursday, April 20, 2000 - 11:27 am:
Ben,

I think you only have to look to the military's “Don™t
ask, Don't tell” policy to see if an incremental step
can work or not. As far a5 T can fell it does not; and
some of the press | have read on this subject support
that pays are being discharged from the military in
ever higher numbers: | am sire vou hive more
accurate informetion to draw a conclusion on the
present military policy. | simply wanted (o point you
in that direction to examine the incremental step
approach.

Larry Whitford
Iwhitforfmstommn.com
Y¥ryYywvyw

Larry H on Thursday, April 20, 2000 - 02:03 pm:
Ben, I have nover really understood the word
“accept” in this and other contexis.

When we say somebody “accepts” the Advent
message, for example, | guess we just mean the
person *believes® it But the term almost implies
room for a certain kind of reluctance fag in 1 will

accept your terms” or 1 don't feel it, but | accept it”
or “if that's the way it must be, then Liccept iL")

We azk our GLBT friends, *[Do your parents ‘accept’
you?"” Well, what does that mean? If they haven't
kdcked me out, but they vebemently disapree with mv
lifestyle, have they accepted me? If they lock me in a
closet after school to reform me, bt s6ill love me,
have they accepted me? How many of us have parents
who “accept” us, but still have many reservations,
some understandable? | don’t think T could ever answer
the question ahant “acceptance™ with a mere ves or no,

With the case in point, what does that local church
mean by “aceepting” celibate GLBT:? Do they mean
FULL membership in the church, including holding
offices and even becaming ordained? Or do they only
mean celibate gays can attend services? T suspect it
means they could attend plus hold SOME offices, like
song leader, or even &it on the platform and offer the
morning prayer. But in moat local churches it would
dtap short of higher offices, and certainly short of
ordination. 8¢ for this discussion, Twould first want
to know what théy mean by “acceptance™?

The next issic as I see it, is: how do they want to
differentiate their “acceptonce’” of the celibates and
théir non-acceptance of the non-celibatesT Surely they
lat non-celibates anend services at least, So what is
the difference, merely one of attitude? The one group
is cansidered okay und the other isn"t? And in their
minds, one group s saved and the otherisn't? (5o
much for salvabion by grace alone. )

i suspect another difference is that the holding of
church offices or leadership positions would be
different. If the non-célibate was allowed to do
enything at &l {like lead a song service for certaim
lower-level events, bt probably not for church), heor
she would be **stopped short of holding as high o
leadership position as the celibates **

SowhatI'm getting st is, | imagine they merely want
a two-tiered level of “acceptance,” with the bottom
line being that one growp is-okay and the other 1sn't,
which will be **clearly made known®* by remarks
and inuendo that are routinely made and by what the
different individuals are allowed to do inferms of
lzadership, PLUS one more biggie; now the very
existence of the new program itself will promate this
dichotomy even better!

April-May 2000
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1 see the mindset behind sach a program as a very
fundamentalist one: exclusionary, Mow it will be casy
for the church to handle gay issues in black or white
(which isn't nearly as easy without such a progrim)
No thinkmng or discussion required.., yvou wanna lead
the song service and you're gay? Let's see, are you on
the list? Nope, sorry, you are apparently still sinning
*deliberately.* Only those who are on record as
smming accidentally (being in the program and
*trving* not 10 i) ey &pply.

There &5 this odd thing about organized religion. At
the top, much of it is just a business—often no really
genuine spinitual concern for the well being of the
individual parishioners, Yet somewhere in there, there
ire those who sincerely care. Maybe some-who would
sdmumister such a program are sincere and want to
save gavs. But in the over all, such programs are
really quite diseriminatory and merely facilitate what
fundnmentalists love to do: categorize, make Hsts,
avoid thinking, make rules, avoid the broad spinmal
thermes and principles.

For those who may. doubt this “fundamentalise
mifidset” notion behind the program, Twould just ask:
Where 11 the church’s special program for hetero-
sexual marriage, which they so strongly claim to
chertsh? Lok at what & shambles it is in, with mare
than half the marriages ending in diverce and
cotmtless others failed but continuing in misery
without divorce—often because o adultery, Do they
have o 1 2-step progeam for that? Do they determine
whether 2 person is a “deliberate” adulterer before
deciding whether to “gecepl” him or her (whatever
that means, presumahly a factor in whether the person
is ellow'ed to lead 2 song service for prayer meeting, .
or rise all the way up to ordination). Enough to rest
my casc?

But | haven't answered your question directly. Should
such a program be considered an incremental step
toward a full “scceptance™ of GLBTs. (We will leave
aside the “fact” that this is as far as they will ever go,
until they stop being the SDA church.) The answer is
0. While it is easy for them to package sucha
program a5 such, itis really just an easy, comfortable
way for them to deal with the issue. Now thoy can say
they are doing something, when it is; after all, just a
formalized pro-active stutement of what they 've reaily
been doing all along, Most churches have said for

quite some time now that it's okay just to BE gay. So
| think this formalized program is more about them
and their own comfort than it is about the gays they
say they want to help, { Yes, some of the mdividhuals
invalved are no doubt sincere, but [ speak in the over
all)

A, | can provide somie proof for doubters. ITany
fundamentalist church—in this case the SDA church
in particular—really cared about GLBTs {and go
ahead and Timit thig 1o the ¢elibate ones, 1 you want),
they would hive long been preaching to the world
against discrimimation agemnst gays in areas such as
housing, jobs, crime, etc; but not only haven't they in
the past, they STILL aren't, nol even in this age of
enlightenment and this age of thinking they should
have 8 program to save pays’ souls. Doesn’t that say
it all? Seems pretty telling to me.

Someone may say, Well, they just dont get involved
m politics, that's all. Not only is that absurd on the
face of it (they should slways preach against
injustice), they n fact DO got invelved in palitics,
--Not to helpus, mind you, but to HURT us!

- Lrping the flock to vide for discrimination. Utterly
incredible, coming from & church!

So [ think no. Itis not an meremental step toward
Taccopiance.”

How, then, to we relate to the church and the people
running this program? [ mean, whit dowe SAY, how
borwee ACT sind dialogue with them? What is'our
stance n our real-life micrection with them? [ think [
would just remind them that a church is for sinners
and that while they may wish to inquire of everyone
as to whether they are “deliberately” sinming or just
accidentally sinning (they love that distinetion when it
comes o gayvs), il doesn tsound hike something Jesis
would do. The whole idos of it just smacks of
exclurion and seems counter io the very essonce of
true Christianity. That's what T would tell them.

I'would convey to them that [ think Jesus would
spend more Hime ingtructing the flock on how 1o rean
each other, including smners, than pulling out all
stops to get & certain group of sinners to stop
committing a particular “sin of passion.”

And finally, what if a member in good Chnistian
standing simply disegrees thealogically on this
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celibacy point? Should that be o test of “church
Fellowship™ This seems utterly abseed to me. Many
disagreed with the church's theology on wearing
makeup and jewelery, but weren't disfellowshipped.
Do they disfellowship people for smoking, (Meybe
they do, | have a mental block here 1 think they do.
And I'm appalled!) What I"m getting at is, Where do
you draw the line in ferms of what is secoo important
vou ean't belong o the club and what isn't? **Given
the profound eiements of this-homosexual sse (the
compelling mitigating factors, if one wants to reduce
it to that legalistic terminology), why wouldn it just
be one of those matters an individual decides for him/
heesellT* What could possibly be more Christlike
{and thus Christian) than that?77777

The answer: because that's just not the way
Rindementalists do things! Nope, you are good if you
are celibate, bad if vou're not... we “know". .. and if
you sincerely believe otherwise, then you just can't
beleng to our club, no matter

how monogomous nnd decent vou are. You can have &
differing opinion or belief on some things, but NOT
on this VERY, VERY IMPORTANT matter, which,
by theway, is: 50 CLEAR!

What a koot

| don't see the above as church bashing at all. | hope
it 15 taken a4 a sincere and thonghtful analyveis, IMO,
to faud the church for its exclusionary stance is like
praising a thief for not stealing more than he did. The
church is ALREADY supposed 1o be "accepting”
non-celibate gavs, according to its own doctrineg, so
why would it deserve praise for what it should have
been doing all along? And on top of that, by this
progrum they are simply amnouncing *more
emphaticaily® to the world that gavs who think God
blesses their relativnshaps are OUT OUT OUT!

Larry Hallock
Chicagol.arry(@sol.com
Y¥YY YTy

Mel on Thursday, April 20, 2000 - 04:48 pm:

Ben, Thanks for the request for other’s opinions/
thoughts on whether or not the DA church is taking
a positive step forward on the gay issue by allowing
or supporting, to some degree, celebate gays. Also,
thank vou, Larry, for all yvou had 1o share and

especially for all your lost but found hugs and kisses!
I feel “uncelibated™ by just receiving such a show off
affection from you! My take on this. . I, personally,
den't need to share with the church or anyone what
sexual activities I do or don't do with my partner. |
did not share with the church or others what my sex
life was like when T wis in a legally allowed and
church-blessed straight mamiage. But, I do find a
ehurch which would only accept me [F I claim
celibacy much more affensive and backward than one
that 15 up front and won't accept anyone who is

“pay™

Ml BEveratt
TYYVTY
Kévin R on Thursday, April 20, 2000 - 07:30 ERm:

Hi Ben and all

Thanks for expressing viewpoints on developments
with the SFCentral outreach. I've heen following the
development of this outreach with interest and only
have two izsues which 1 disagree with, One is the use
ofthe term 3GA or same gender attraction. This term
sounds sa very fundamentalizt and probably came
from the Exodus movement’s basket. To me, itsacop
ot for deaving one's orentation. But if that term is
used by them end is clearly clarified, its up 1o them to
explain it.

The second issue is whether it's eatering for mainly
those whe are celibate. This is also a touchy subject
with me because [ feel that 1t gives the impression that
you must be celibate to be fully accepted. 1°m against
being excluaive of all others. God foves all and
accepts all and = an issue thit 15 betw'een Him and
His gawlesbran children. As faras I'm concemed, no
organization has the nght to decide what is acceptable
or mot, fiznone of their business

Anyway these are my thoughts

love n hugs
Eev (Kevin Rabe)
YTYTYYY
Brian S on Thursday, April 20, 2000 - 0%:41 pm:

Hi Ben,

Just a brief thought regarding the acceptance of
cthbioy only as an incremental step, The above
answers huve some great thoughts so [ won't attempt
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to duplicate them but for me acceptance of celibacy
unplies, at least for sone, (should we say many/most?) a
willingness to remnin ignorant of the fact that truth is
ever vibrant and expansive and which contains a fresh-
ness andreamed of. The above notion is non-scriptual
and has no part in Goapel truth. God does not condone
such willful ignorance on this matter or any other for
thut matter for it contradicts His fove which {230 deep

and impartial.

It could be un incremental step for some who are
approzching the notion for the first time, but it
behooves those of us who know better, to continue 1o
try to educate, educate, educate by God's grace,
MEW DCCASIONS TEACH NEW DUTIES; TIME
MAKES ANCIENT GOOD UNCOUTH. THEY
MUST UPWARD STILL AND ERWARD WHO
WOULD KEEP ABREASTOF TRUTH.

And the following peetic thought, taken out of context
but relevant nonetheless is thought provoking at least
Tor me—

"Does the road wind aphall all the way?
¥es to the very end.

Will the journey take the whole long day?
From morm to might my friend.”™

Grectings foom the land of O,
Brian

TYYYY
LarryD} F on Thursday, April 20, 2000 - 10:22 pm:
In our (Lutheran) Maundy Thursday service this
evening, our pastoral inferm preached (female.. mavhe
sorneday the SDAz will fepitimize females as
pastors?!), She said something that 1*ve never thought
of before.,..

Jesus gave the "Lord's Supper™ to Judas, EVEN
KNOWTMG that be would betray him and had evil in
his heart, Therefore, she said, we have no right to
deny ANYONE the Lord's supper. It is between each
individual and God.

S0 even though SDAs don’t accept “practicing” gays
(P'd like to practice more!!), how do they dare to
determine who ts acceptable to God? This analogy is
somewhat flawed in that | don't equate being gay with
being fike Judas but it still makes a point_..at feast to
me. [ know that despite my many flmws, one of them
15 WOT determining what quatifications or
characteristics someone must have to be a partof

Ciod's family.

Lin abraceo miny fuerte toall of you,
LarryDon {Larry Don Furr}

PS. Another point she made was to love our enocmies
and treat them always with respect and love even
though they treat us unkindly,

yYYrYywvyy

Floyd P oo Friday, April 21, 2000 - 02:03 am:

I was excited about the outresch by the San Francisco
church, .. but was afraid the celibacy izsue would
come up. [ haven'tseen it direcly mentianed inany
of the email, It that definitely one of the stipulations?
The personal choice of celibacy 15 cxactly that, .
PERSOMNAL. . and no one's business. In my opinion.
a5 so00n as we proclaim our celibacy, we are boasting
that we are abie to do something that others aren’ .
bt the same i true for those (perhaps like me) that
claim their non-celibacy....

LarryH s note on eoceplance was quite interesting and
approprigte. 17 the “accept” me only if I'm celibate. .
then are they really accepling anything at all. I mean
that would make me no different in their cyes
(meanine I wasn'l sinning by having sex outside ofa
M-F relationship) than the deacon sitting next to me.
8o if I'm not differont, then they cenainly don’t have
anything to accept about me. [ KNOW that God
accopts me exacty A5 T AN, and bestows His grace
on mie just because | believe it [f'a perfect GOD can
do that, then why can't a fallible human treat a fellow
sinmer the game way,

And, ves Ben, then vou gef into my favorite topic..,
exnctly what constitutes sex.., or celibacy (or non-
celibaty) betiveen two mdividuals: Con they kiss?
Hold hands? See each other nalied T Squeeze their
celibate partner ‘s butt ... ete, etc. Once vou go down
that road, then you realize exactly how comical this
whaole debate is... and how legalistic, Every single
straight person that has debated with me on this topic,
and 1 have brought up the question of where does sex
begin and where the fine is, has asked me to “table the
discussion” and let's get back to it later. It certamby
makes the supposedly clear black and white lines turn
EIETr

I"m happy to see people posting !

Hugs,

Flovd —floydpgihomis.com
TYYYY
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REGIONAL NEWS

REGIONY v

My head is hanging SO low (says Rom) becatise
Bruce & Eddie sent mea report from the fabulous
conceri-al Camegie ... and, wh, let s 500 ok, no - the

cal ate it NEXT month there will be news from NY/
Promaze! 1!

REGION 2 v (ses photo p. 10)

On April | 5th, fourteen people converged on Arlene's
house for movie night. We also had snacks consisting
of & veggie & dip platter, cheese and crackers, tortilta
chips and dip and a cake platter, We had deficious
minchies along with two great movies. The guys
watched the movie Trick, Theard much laughter from
them. And we gals got o wateh Bester Than Choca-
fute: 1t was a very good, very funny movie. 1 would
recommend it for everyone. 1t was closed-captioned
so thst Denise could really appreciate it also, We all
laughed alot—so much so that the guys came down to
see what the commetion was all about. We had
separate movies because we thought the guys would
want to see one thing and the gals another. But | think
wie all would hke to have seen bath, Well, there's
always nooct time!

Natalie Clothier was graduated from Columbia Union
Collage the fnst weekend in April. Many of the
Region 2 people attended the Baccalaureate service on
Sabbnth at Sligo to rejoice in Matalie's milestone. This
wis foliowed by a pothick at Yolanda & Joyee's home,
Tolenda (Yelands Elliozt)  YSEliott@aol.com

REGION & W (See photos pp 10, 11)
Ning of the local members met at my [Floyd's] house
for some Kinship fellowship, Costumes wers encourased
with a Mardi Grag theme. Masked and Beaded accu-
rately deseribes those in sliendance. We had & deviional
discussing the importinee of aking SABBATH moments
anid time in ourbusy schedules, There was 1oi's of
shanng about Sabbath experiences from childhood. We
indulged in a tons of good food.. everything from spicy
pasta to home made Adventist Oat Patties!!! For dessert
there were brownies and Blue Bell Tee Cream!!!! We
then divided into 2 teams and had such a fun game of
pictienary we decided to play that again at a future
meeting. Wa watched ihe Showtime Movie “Common
Ground” which was VERY well done with some really
good stars achng in it

Hugs,

Floyd  floydp@home com

REGIONT v

When §aslkeed Cate {zee pp 1, 3, 16) for a *bio” she semt
the following info and said 1o choose what wag/is
relevant. It all seems relevant to me {rw), g0 here are
“the facts, ma‘am" about Cate *Linrud® Bidwell.
(Flopefully we'll get more input from the Region 7
peopie in the future, )

Cate: Raised SDA; Graduated from Thunderbird
Academy then Southern Adventist University- B.A i
Communication; was married for ten years, Have 2
children: Kevin 14 and Aubree 10; Met Michelle Biggs 6
1/2 years ago; we were married Moy 20, 1995; Twork
a5 an office manager for a medical facility; None of my
immediate farnily has been supportive of me/us;
Michelle end 1 gave o presentation on leshian marriage
on the Walla Walla College campus for the Gay-
Striight Allianice; Active in PFLAG; Live in College
Place, WA; OUT- {except fo the landlord!!!)

REGION &

Those of you who were not present at our Kinship
meeting on March 18 missed an excellent presentation
by Tim Mitekell, the Sunnyvale SBA Church pastor,
His talk was based on Kohlberg's Theory of Moral
Development. This led to an insightful and informative
discussion on what motivates us to do the things we do.
Paztor Mitchell brought a friend, & doctoral student
attending Andrews University who is open minded and
gccephing of gays/esbinns

We were delightfully surprised by the presence of Marsha,
anew Region 8 member. Providentially, Marsha wis-
ot the Sunnyvale SDA Church a few months ago when
Tim Mitchell preached on the topic of Sodom and
Gomorrah. One the most profound things he said dor-
ing the sermon was, “the story of Sodom and
Gomrorrah is not about homosexuality!™
Hmmmm, . how sbout cloning him?!

{Tumt wamied to'thank Peasl fog weiking moal uFihis for

me this meeth, | thisk ake doen i moch hesier joh KLY

Hugs,
Karen (Karen T. Lee) karenleet @hotrmail_com

REGION 2 w
Region @ has been Birly quict this month dueé to the
coordinator dealing with some heavy personal issies.
One church in the region met with their pastor for
lurich after church and discussed ways in which the
church and the group could be benefcial to each other
and more active in the nres. it wos a very peeitive
meeting and we hopé 1o see much comeofit. §only
hope miore churches start taking these steps,

Jason
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Members of Region 2 help keep the highway by the General Confershce
(ffice in Maryland clean. (The General Conference Office is headquartered

Ih the building shown at the right behind the clsan-up crew.)
Fhota by Yolanda weing Denise’s cameral

ryYYYTYVw

When Region © has a party, they do it right!
At the left is the fearless masked man

whao is the ListGuru for RinMet.

A round of applause here for

Filoyd Foenitz

who has had so much to do with

kinship members’ being able to
communicate with each other onlinel

yyETYwyy
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REGION 6 HAS A MARDI GRAS CELEBEATION ...

- at which mahy seemed to be elther bored or concentrating on semething!]
YYYTYTY
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KiMNSHIF AMGELS

céribiniad from pags 1

wio said he wandered around Two
countries writing articles for cor
magazines, about the churches hie
might like to visit on the New York
border and about the people there
whao make the greatest pot fuck
dinners in the world, He talked a
little bit about the churches he had
vigited, s retivement, and His san-
derings. | forget why | asked for his
card. I think I wanted to tell my
northern tundra friends they might
havea dinner pibest 2immeday. And 1
have noades why T raske him mine,
ButTtravel some. Toftén
exchange addresses. And, no one
ever wrikes afferwards,

I had one of those “it"s a small world
after all” moments, It has been a
treat to hear the stories and the
thoughts James shares when he
writes. Tam glad he survived his
apartment fire last month. [am
fascinated by the fact b has managed
lo keep his spiritnality in spite of all
the ways the church tried to suily the
Mame of God. I may actualby oy
somie ol his recipes,

How amazing that [ met this local
minn by traveling across the coyntry
ond almost avoiding being basically
polite. Maybe | will leam the
lessom of entertxining strangers
because [ may be the host of
(Kingliip}angels, ungwanes,

Stay warm, dove safely. Emoy the

Here's-one of the many responses
to the Missimp F's from o reader;

I thought the missing Fs was
contest; Find all the miszing leticrs
i win !t

B, I'm-enjoving the Connécinan.
Thanks for putting in all your long
hours, hard work and creativity, |
especially like the personal articles
that make it feel like & commumnity
NEWSPapEr.

John Hughey

Big thank you's to all the people
who respanded to my shameless
plea for copy for this edition of the
Kinship Connection. ['d especially
hike to thank our regular colummizt
Catherine (from Region 1) and the

Church started, [ 'sang a few songs, Folks lifie throwws ol wou, other Catherine {(from Region 7
survived the sermon, and slipped If any more of you are named
out of the church carly because]  Blessmgs “Catherine” ... watch out. Tam
eould see that my mother had come Cathering going 1o be asking for YOU to
topick meup, (Region 1) write for us also!!
YYYVYY
Imagine my surprise when [ re- Below i i special invitation from
turned home from the airport to find Feren & Pearl, Those of us who
a message from this church gypsy ROOM FOR A VIEW  urc fortunaie enough tobe n
an my answering machine. My word, QR TWO Huwaii for KM this year will be
1% this Canadian hospitality? Does able te-attend. 1'm sure the rest of
he want to pick me up? Did he forger Bom Wilder us will send Karen & Pearl con-
how o find churches inNorthem — gratulations and best wishes for a
- : "o Lastmonth an amazing thing ifetaasther]
New York?? Did T forget s recipe? happened. Probahly there are bong i E-:I e
I vias raised to be palite se I called sn“’;"" “:;ﬁﬂ::" hews
B L R A SR S newsletier liim*fre ended up gettin H Commitment Ceremony
conversation. Somehow T thought o E Karen Loe
to ask why he said he wasn'tan WO SR IARD-YRE. g
Adventist when be went to church i
:vn;w:ﬂ:l S e I'm speaking, of course, about the Pearl Pangkey
Misging F's. Evidently there's & Aunpust 2, 2000
Well, yes. Youall probiably hawe  'BHtch” between the Pagemaker 5:00 P.M.
figured out the answer alrendy. He 804 the PDF file creation and AOL Kalani Oceanside
was kicked out of the churchamil- ~ on PC's.  Itdrops ALL capital FroResort
lennium ago because he was gay, | 50 adocument, Hamvaii
S0 much for my being afraid he i . -
was picking meup. James figured tippened in & smatl two page i ]
Eik ook Toifs theainihe b et file I sent to someon, $o now Hal All are invited to
my e-mail address, He knows half  @nd his computer ere off the hook.
the Kinship people I know, (Mot that he was O ahook!) YYYYY
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CHAZ SHIELDS
403 WEST SEVENTH STREET #3035
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90813-4192

S62-432-52240
chazshigldsi@nol.com
Fobruary 27, 2000
Tom Mostert, Jr,
President, Pacific Union Conférence
Box 5005

Westlake Village, CA 91361

Draar Mr. Moztert:

I'mwriting in response 1o your President’s Perspective entitled “In the Name of Compassion” in the February
2000 issue of the Recorder.

In my 48 years of being a Seventh-day Adventist, this is the first time I've felt strongly enough sboul in issue
to write te & church sdministrator. Your thoughts have compelled me to respond.

The summer [ turned 30, my girlfdend introduced me o & young man in our church, He was & singer: in fact,
b had been talented encugh to sing with the Heritage Singers fora while, We were all active in the Young
Adult Sabbath School at the largest church in town. 1 was 2 pianist, so we did lots of music together and soon
became friends,

I stell remember the afiernoon T watched the young man walk down my drivewsy after practicing for special
music for church. It finally occurred to me that he might be guy. 1 decided that his sexuality was between him
and his God, that I valued his talents and his friendship, and it became & non-issue inmy relationship with

him. It remained so until sometime later when he told me that be was in love with me. That's when it fimally
became a personal issue for me,

I'skipped the first Sabbath of campmeeting that summer, and took my Bible up into the mountains (o study
alone, Sixteen years of Adventist education had taught me how to study the Bible and | thought | knew what
the Bible had to say. 1also remembered hearing in recent years that there were an increasing number of
churches that had come to believe that the Bible does not condemn homosexuality asa lifestyle, [ camedown
from the mountain a changed man. Later, I read the chapter in Prophets and Kings by Ellen White and
realized she made no reference 1o the sin of homosexuality &5 one of the sing that resulted in the destruction of
Sodom. Christ had many things to say about the evils of his day, but again, homosexuality was nod
mentioned,

Thiz brings me to-what | believe 15 the crux of the matter. Every congrepation, every religion, every Chrishan
has many and vaned beliefs. Most of those are passed on Lo and accepted by the next generntion with little or
nao thought. It s only when on issue has personaf importance that one takes the time and energy to study and
leam what God hias to say through the Bible to that congregation, that religion, or that person.

People over the centuries have used the Bible to support many beliefs. During the Civil War inour awn
country, it was used to support slavery. Insome churches, it's still msed to keep women from speaking in
church and music from bemg sung.

cortinued on The neck pags
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confarad from page 1%

When & new convert to Adventism became my
brother-in-law, he wouldn't wear the matching
swiaters | bought him and my sister because thoy
wepe of mixed fabric. [ exchanged the sweaters for
ones made of 100% cotton because T acknowledged
hisumderstanding of the Bible: He no longer believes
that. 1 used to not mail letters on Sabbath because of
my beliefs. That has now changed.

Christian beliefs about marmage have also changed
since tha Bible was written, Wives used to be
considered the property of their ushands. We now
constder them ag pariners, The Adventist church used
(o condemn intérracial marriage. In the same issnes of
the Recopder as your letter wis o picture of an
mterracial couple from Union College. [ remember
being & member of 4 church in Tenmessee in the 19705
that disfellowshipped a couple after their divorce.
Since moving to Californin in 1984, I've attended
churches in the Southern California and Southeastern

California Conferences where the pastors were baoth
divorced and remarried while being able 1o keep thewr
positions of leadership and responsibility.

To summarize, the Bible can be used to support many
beliets and positions. The Adventist position on
issues related to marriage has changed during our
relatrvely short history az-a denomination, Adventist
leadiers and panshioness need w remember that Got
whenever either group attempts to desoribe what you
cilled as* . . the Biblical definition of marriapge "
That being suid, I believe Chnstizns and Adventists
need ta suppart the parmerships of both straight and
gay couples who are commitied to long-lerm
relatonships. 1believe this does not weaken the
family unit, but supports and enlarges it

Thank wvou for your consideration of thisissme.

Sinceraly,
Char Shickds

fault with It

Living in The preasnc brirae tha ona thing moat pm.ph-. npﬂnd thair Ilm_u ATrNiIng To achlees: s Eelawsng into
the gregant momant puts you-in tha mantal.and physioal State of caim] guiat, arl tranguility andgd fnally- gets
um off thea here-but-goita-gat-thers traadeill, i you ars in ths moméart doing whatsser You ara dolng, than
thera ia not-tims Lo sxaming The gap bebyeen yourexgectation and the reatity of how things acs, or Fetween
whare you are and whars yoo think you'shoulkd ke You ars Tod busy being i the momesnt o analyzs it snd find
"I Life |5 & Zarne, These are the Bules” &7 100

BOOK EEYIEW
by Harvay Brennsise

Dudley, Charles Edward, 5r. The Genealogy of
Ellen Gould Harmon White, the
Prophetess of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. MNashville: Dudley Publishing
Servdioes, & 1999,

This recently-published volume i1s self-published omd
self-edited. Tt asserts that Ellen G, White was
descended through her mother's family, the Gaoulds,
from a family of mixed races; white, African-
American ond even MNative American. Even though he
calls her black, in no place does he demonstrate this
historically or penealopically,

Whit Dudley does do, though, is give o fascinating

glimpse into a too-luile-known part of 19 Century
Americun history - that of the life and timesof
Americans of mixed blood, and in particular the
mixed-blood commumity of Gouldtown, New Jemey.
He also discusses the Underground Railroad.

The book is filled with factun! errors (for example, the
authdr doesnteven names the onging 13- colonies!
states correctly), and desperately needs both editing
and copy editing. Many statements are not
documented (for example, the assertion that twao Ellen
and Tamesz White's zons visited therr “tousing™ in
Grouldtown, even though one of the nemed sons only
fived to age 16). Thus it is hard to trust cither the
factual accuracy or the historical conclusions of this
book. The Ellen G. White Estate has hired a
professional penealogist o ace the Gould gencalogy
(the Harmon one having already been done in the
past), which may provide more ansWwers,
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Interlude

Fraglle leaves rise up and down
on golden ripplets of water.
Listen...hear the gentle lapping?

Still, still...mellow moon
reflects on rippling glass.
Moonbeams rise and fall—
Leaves rise and fall,

They seem to write a song;
Laughing lullaby,

Lifting me to cepths of peace.

Still, still.. weeping waters,

ety your happy melody.

Motes ascending to the moon—

Chords descending, melancholy tune.
Symphonic sounds and moon aglow

You bring the night-alive,
Harmonlous music to my soul.

Larry Don Furr

Fate

Beautlful eagle, soating high above
In waters of blue,

You look so still way up there.

Do you know where you're going
Or are you a drifter too?

Do you have a mate anxiously
Awaiting your return in some
Lenely mountain crevice?

Or are you searching for

Something new?

Beautiful eagle, you are now only
A small dark shadow,
Disappearing in the bottomless sky
And | am left to wonder of your fate...
And mine—

Larry Don Furr
yTYrYYvwywyw

Larey Don Furr-writes from Adington, Texas: He is Minister of Music and
Urganist at Trinity Lutheran Chorch in P Worth,  He competed in the
Chartreg, France intemationsd Omgan Competition and lved in Soain for a
yedr, Studying harpsichord at the Koyal Comgenatory of Mimic in
Madrid on a-Fulbright Schalarship.  He is surrantly fialshing a Ph.D,
disgertation In humahitles with ah emphasis in musis histary and art
niatary of Madrid, Gpain. Heslao ines simy bollad otra, opera, traveling,

gardaning, and whits-watar rafting,

Protection for

Whose Marriage?
Parm Eoberts

TheCoalition for the Profection for
Mamege hes raised 20,000 of the
44,000 signatures needed to place &
marriage initfintive on Mevada's ballot
thiz fall. A group similar to the
proponents of California’s Prop 22 is
gathering sighanires for a petition (o
add an amendment to Nevada's
Constmtion which would define
muarriage a5 between one male and one
fernale. Nevada's law already defines
marriage a5 between o man and &
woman, The LDS Church has been
assigning members to wards through-
out the state and are requiring mem-
bers to help in gathering the necessary
signatures, A Decline to Sign Cam-
paign has been launched by the
Coalition for Unity, an ad-hoc group of
mdividuals and orgamzations led by
the Propgressiva Leadership Alliance of
Mevada (PLAN), Many clergy, state
and local elected officials, siraight and
gay community leaders, as well as the
editorinl boards of the major newspapers
in Mevada have come out in opposition
of the petition stating that is unnecessary,
divisive, discriminatory and intrusive
on our constitutional libertics, Members
of the grassroots opposition remain
hopeful that Mevada, known for its
libertarian attitudes, may be the first
glate in which the citizens turn down
this deceptive appeal to “protect the
sanctity of mamage.” If the required
signatures are gathered by June 20,
2000, the ballot measure still must be

approved by voters on two consecutive

election years before the Nevada
Constitution wounld be amenided,

rrEYTYYY
Fam Foberts writes from Nevada
where ahe and her partner live with
their two sona,
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Your Eyes
Cathering Linrud" Bidael]

| stared &l you so long
that first %ﬂ
Mol so much because
aof what | saw
But for what | might see

a momentary expression

slipping past your barrier
af calm repose.

Later | got the courage

Lo wa lhmq.t%h YOUr gyes
careful 1o note 1

colorings of past experiences.

And fn my wandeting

I found you -

Someone, that until now

| had only experienced in passing.

| recognized some all too familiar hurts
that were almaost lost

o me

through time.

Nol for

| foammd a li

ol childhood dand adull dreams
carmarked For use tomaormow.,

| ducked as a-dull
halfheartedly danced past,
Almost tripping on a
hidden sosrow

that pcdtcl:l out

just at that momenl.

Then you blinked it 2ll @way
and | tried to

make my way back.

Butb now there was a tear

In each eye,

clouding the passageway
mdrebnﬂﬁsin;ﬁm

long kept expressions.

You looked away
and 5o did L
Bul | Ecq;r the memory
uF my :

uur silent gyes
I.hat e torme from
the heart.

| wonder what you
faund in mine.
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