“ CONNection

WHY CONNECT?

Thers"s o new book oot titled CONNECT. 17ve
been hearing, secing, and thinking a lot lately about
connecting, disconnecting, and of conrse our own
CONNECTION.

The anthor of CONMNECT is Edward Hallowet],
M., osenior lecturer at Harvard Medical School and
the director of The Hallowell Center for Copnitive and
Emotional Health in Concord, Massachusetts, He is
also the co-author of Defven to Distraction and
Answers fo Divtraction and 15 the author of Werre. He
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Mews Relsase
from Adventist News Metwork
and Ben Kemena's Response to It

Seventh-day Adventist Position Statement on
Homosexuality

October 3, 1999

Silver Spring, Maryland, LISA

Adventist News Network (ANN)

The Seventh-day Adventist Church recognizes that
every homan being s valuable in the sight of God, and
we seek 1o minister to all men and women i the spirl
of Jesus. We also believe that by God's grace and
through the encouragement of the community of faith,
an individual may live in harmony with the principles
of God's Word.

Seventh-day Adventisis believe that sexual
intimacy belongs only within the marital relationship of
a man and a woman. This was the design established
by God at creation. The Scriptures declare: "For this
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
uriited 1o his wife, and they will become one flesh”
{Gen, 2:24, NIV), Throughout Scripture this hetero-
sexual pattern is affirmed, The Bible makes no accom-
maodation far homosexual activity or relitionships.
Sexual acts outside the circle of a heterosexual mir-
riage are forbidden (Lev. 20:7-21; Rom. 1:24-27. 1
Cor. 6:9-117. Jesus Christ reaffirmed the divine
creation intent: "Haven't you read,” he replied, that al
the beginning the Creator "made themn male and
female;” and <aid, "For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be united 1o his wile, and the two
will become one flesh?" So they are no longer two, but
one" (Matt. 19:4-6, NIV). For these reasons Adventists
are opposed to homosexual practices and relationships.

Seventh-day Adventists endeavor to follow the
instruction and example of Jesus, He affirmed the
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| Member of the Gay i Lestann Press Associion
| Peming inthe US4 on 1004 recstinbie papes.

WHO WE ARE...

Seventh-day Adventist Kinship International, Inc. is a support group
which ministars 1o the spirtual, emofional, social, and physical well baing of
;E_EwEnth-day Adventist jans. gay men, bisaxuals, and thair families and
riends.

SDA Kinship faciitates and promates the understanding and alirmation
of homosexual and bisexual ntists among themselves and within the
Seventh-day Adventist community through education, advocacy, and
reconciliation.

Founded in 1976 the non-profit organization was incorporated in 1981
ard has a board of 15officers and 10 regional coordinators. The current list
ol members and friends Includes well over a thousand people in 16
countries, .

SDA Kinship befievas the Bible does nol condemn, or aven mention,
homosexuality as a sexual arientation. Ellen G, White does not parallal any
of the Bible texts which are often used o condemn hnmm&xuaﬁs. Mast of
the: anguish imposed upon God's children who grow up gay or lesbian has
its roots in a misunderstanding of whiat the Bible says.
fnamﬁgm Kinship operates solely on contributions trom s membars and

SDA Kinship supports the advancement of human rights for all people.

SUPPORT KINSHIP

Kinship depands on you because it is supported solely by contributions.
Help us reach out to more gay Adventisls by making a tax-deductible
donation 10 SDA Kinship International. Please send your chack or money
erder o the address below.

SDA Kinship, P.O. Box 7320, Laguna Nigusl, CA 32807 [lslephone:
840-248-12949]

Region 1

Obsesd Wirsrquue (407) 521-0570
Cathirine Taylor (473) 7722348
Hefgion 5 and Kinhie

Flaoyd Peenit [577] 415-1358

Rnyron &
Bruce Hanow (771 338-2384

Rngon &
Boband Andursan {208) 335 5113

Fh:gnnﬂ
Regian 1 Lo Siover (hee) 741 -BE0E
Yilandss EWon {4100 539-830F

Eimgon 16 (Rinship Canssaj
Bt L alemaen (504] SRR

Rngion &
Reeghon 1 Ben Kamena [H13) 3215311
Landy Marr (404} 6338447

Regnn 13 (Kinstip Germany)

fingron Hoinnch BAD info® pod com

Regon 7
Brigiy Coeda (S03) 260 5SS

Visit our Website:
it fwerw. setakinship.org
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The following was posted on tha
IMRU message board. It
particularty caught my eye as not
loa long ago, | myself was at
Loma Linda University as a
studart and felt that | was tha
anhy gay boy on campus. | can
laugh at it now, but not at the
“aloneness” and vulnerability |
felt. That will be with ma tha rest
of my life. The perspective we
can draw ugan from this s that
we (Kinship) need (o continue to
maké curselves more and morg
visible. If we fall this mission, we
will et others, and ourselves
continue to fesl "alonenass.”.

Greg Cox
Young Sayloeshlan
Outreach Coordinator

"l am sitting in the pew. The
spirit of God overwhelms me. 1
am hrotight to ears. [ swallow
them. My emotions explode onto
my face. Everyone will see them.
They aren't bad emotions. In fact,
they are guite the opposite. |
miean, | hiave never felt this close
tor God before. | have never felt
this full. — But what is God to
everyone élse? Is He this vibrant
and full to evervone else? — [
hiave never felt sounsure of Lhe
future, And 1 have never felt so
utterly content with being unsure.

I have to tell myself every
day, "You are in California. Over
3,000 miles away from home.
You would have never known
you'd be here, God gave this o
youl®

This blissful thought always
brings an eruption into my
stomach, which oozes it's way up
mte my chest, fills my head and
cheeks, and explodes into my
already hoge smile. 1 cant help
but suck in the sweet air as [ head
to class, then breath it out again

i — e T —e
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with a sigh of much satisfaction. -
- "God gave this to me."

L owe my spiritual bliss 1o
God, and to coming to terms with
who | am. [ finally accepled
myzelf 8z a Christian lesbian. 1
finally realized that He already
accepted me, God was offering
e the peace thal | needed all
along, but [ just couldn't handle
it. | was listening to society, and
beating myself up. | was praying
evervday, and sésking the teuth.
But I was struggling. “Why
wonldn’t God help me?™ He had
to gnswer my prayer ahout four
times before | fimally ok Hix
fnswer)

Althongh 1am only 20 years
old, I have experienced many
numerous spiritual highs in my
lifie. Most of these were not
permanent, [ would alwiays come
back down to earth. Alone, these
single experiences did not change
my character. It's not that they
weren't great, or unfell, . they just
didn't stick. I expected one
experience of blizsful emotion 1o
stand alone, But I'vecome 1o
realize that not one of them can
stick by itself. It is the repetition
of these great spiritual highs that
brings me to a higher plane, and
closer to God. But the next plane
is always obtained through a bit
of struggle.

I hop up and Tam wobbly,
with no balance. “Where ia the
line between religion and
spiriuality? Whenz 15 the ling
between religion and culture?
Where do they over-lap? Where
do 1 get all of my pre-conceived
notions from? How can Ttell if it
is God speaking, or society ™"

It"s then that [ realize that one
aof the goals of being a Christian is
to Iry to break away from societal
thought. And here [ was trying to
conform to what society wanted! 1

]

felt that T had o choose belween
vy sexuidity and CGod, But God
wouldn't et me go! He had o el
me ghout fouar times before |
finally took His answer! Chver and
over again [ had to hear it before
he could change what society had
etched oo my head. T reatized thai
| can be a leshian and o child of
God! L do not have o repect who |
fully am!

I do not have to chose one or
the other because of society! No
one sard that life as a Chrstian
would be easy. In fact, it Is
usunally guite the opposite. And
sometimes when vou grow ¢loser
to God all of the bad stuff grows
too, | will have many struggles
with-in my life, Bul whon't
evervbody?

Life az a Chnstian fesbianas
not oo easy on my SDA college
campus. [ haven’l yet found one
other gay or lesbian child of God
to share strugples with, 1 would
very much like to have that
avallable (o me, but T am not
WOITYing about it at the moment
God provides me with whit |
need, when Inéed it. And | am
very content here and now. 1 try
not to fear about the futore any
more, 1 iey to no longer fear aboui
not finding another woman like
e, | know there are many
wormen ouk there like me —
Women who need spirituality in
their life. Women who never want
to stop searching for who they
really are. Women who want to
be closer to something awesome,
I"'m sure there is at least one out
there! Buil until 1 find her. T will
continue searching for myscit,” ¥

= Al
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Continisad lrom pagoe 1

pves in Aringion, Massachusetis;
Inside the front cover it says:
“The promise of wellness and
satisfaction has nover been as
uhiquitous in our cultore as it is
now, Images of happy people stare
out at us from magarine pages and
television screens; they are
successful and busy, hurrying from
the office to the opera, cating
healthfully and acting responsibly.
We aré o natton of achievers but, as
D, Edward Hallowell makes clear
in Conmect, what spstuins us -
emationally, psychologically,
physically — is connectedness, the
fecling that we are part of
something that matters, something
larger than ourselves that gives life
its meaning, direction, and purpose.
Hiallowell exumines the real
life miostof us lead — over-
whelmed, harmied, pressured - and
cuthines the steps we can mhe o
connect ourselves to the people and
things that mater to us. He
elevates the simplest forms of
communication, understanding, and
seif-knowledge as examples of the
b moment: the basis of the
bridges we build to one another.
He tells stories of personal growth
~ ont woman's plan to bnng @
neighborhood together, another
woman's assembling of 4 make-
shilt famdily, a real estate devel-
oper's institution of company-wide
weekly pizen dinners — and identi-
fiez in the twelve vital ties [see list
that follows] to a more connecied
life, Hallowell concludes that
within each of us exists the
capacity to connect with the people
around us — our parents, spouses,

1. Your family of origin

Are you as emotionally close

to your family of ongin as

you would like to be?

Your immediate family

30 vou treat one another with

love and respect?

3. Your friends and com-
ity
By wou see frends and
neighbors on a regular bagis?

4. Work and activities
Do you feel a sense of
miEssion af work’?

5. Appreciation of beauty
Do you make time to enjov &
favorite art form?

. History
[0 you feel the power of the
past in yoor daily life?

7. Nature and special places
Are there special places tha
speak to you in ways no other
place can?

8. Pets and other animals
Do wou seek companionship
from your pat or other
animuls?

8, Ideas and information
Do yvou feel that you know
how Lo get the maost ol of
your brain power?

10. Institutions and organi-
zations
Do you take prde in group
membership?

11. Greater truth or spiritual
faith
Do you continue 1o seek the
truth by whatever means
ke senseto vou?

12, ¥ourself

2

Anthe

Al

WT’I:I_E: 100 Word

Challenge
inspired by the Washingtan
Fost

2, 1999 edition

Septernber 12,
of e Wmhrqgﬂmﬁli'{w
the headling reads: “Te Wﬁn

T!un[ marmfﬁn' Bt what
g!ﬂ “m'ﬁr’mtﬁt

My name 15 Sharon F_Jonez. |
live tn Adexandria, Vo IF 1 could
Tive my life over, hens & whit 1

would da. Iwﬂdggmmmaﬂy ;

the same rrobchy,
~fuithiful, wonderful man,
woald gwr.hml:]nrﬁali:r mm
‘exactiv as T did, and T wouold get
caneer und survive it, exactly as |
did. T'm not a phi her, but 1
behieve the o life is dife-

dtself. Inthat, these is joy enough
for everyvone.

= L

My name is David Johnson, Tam
an orthopedic surgeon. My father
wag Jim Juhnson, He was o
fireman. His father was Jacob
Johnzan Jr. He'wd'a grocer, and
rrnnnw}mlmﬁlﬂn‘hnslmﬂﬂ
me & chestnut and said 1 wis
ﬂudsﬁem:tmd]heltewﬁmm.

I still do. His father
W]ME Tohnaon Sr. He worked
for the B & O Raitroad. His faler

wias Carfton Johnson. He put up

Do vou Feel comfortuble fences for k. His father was
children, fnends, and colleagues — being who yvou are? just called - He had na last
tiv become who we want to be and name. He WMHﬂ by someone:
to be Rappy with who we are, Hallowell, M.[2, Edward M. named Aaron Johnsen.

| recommend checking it cut at CoNNECT. Mew York: Pantheon el
your [ocal library! Here's part of Books, 1999, ¥ = Ler's :‘g ﬁ"“ﬁ YﬂU By, Seind
what it says on the back cover: MF pm}mm wia

In CONNECT, vou can leam hﬁ_-,rm' mﬁ?ﬁﬁ% ; 40 of
10 nurt heartfelt ti wity ol the o Editor,
:!:ll:l ure A elt connection oni. PO, Bt 7320,

: Laguna Niguel, ©A
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dignity of all human beings and
reached out compassionately to
persons and families suffering the
consequences of sin. He offered
canng ministry and words of
salace o struggling people, while
differentiating His love for
sinners from His clear teaching
abiout sinful practices.

BEN'S RESPONSE
October 28, 1900

Jan Panlsen, President
General Conference of

Seventh-day Adventists
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, Marvland LISA
200506600

re: Seventh-day Adventist
Puosition Statement an
Homosexuality

Dear Pastor Paulsen,

1 recently reviewed the
Seventh-day Adventist Position
Stateneent on Homiosexuality
approved October 3, 1999, by the
Executive Committee of the
Church meeting at its Annoal
Council in Silver Spring,
Maryland, USA.

Upon hearing that the church
position on homosexoality wias
being revised for the first time in
12 years, | held some cautious
hope and optimism. Yet, on
reading this latest policy, il is
apparent that another opportunity
for diversity appreciation and
reconciliation by the church for

its gy and lesbian members has
been lost.

The latest Adventist statement
uses unsophisticated language and
maodifier 1o descrbe the
complexities of human
relationzhips. Regrettably, it
never mentions "sexual
arientation” as an explicit
concept, Furthermore, the timing
of its release — very near the first
anniversary of the murder of gay
college student Matthew Shepard
— wis purticularly insensitive.

Despite the premise of
campassion, this church statement
i5 & serious step backwards in
Adventist doctrinal guidelines

toward "homosexuality” - in
particular becauss it condemns
“homosexual activity” and
"homosexuoal relationships”
without qualifier. All
homosexual activiry | from
hugging to intimacy) and all
homosexnal relationships (from
friendship to love) are uniformly
condemned by this crudely
worded policy directive,

This church policy will doam
many Adventists 10 further abuse,
vialence, disfellowship, and in
somme cases, death. A stalement
like this institutionalizes a degree
of intolerance that simply cannot
be overcome by the thin veil of
compassion that supposedly
legitimizes the church position.
With all due respect to the church
of my cradle roll, this policy is
incendiary. It offers no future
hope, invites no further dialogue,
and misrepresents the spirit of a
loving Savior.

This Adventist statement
creates a serious "double-bind”
for Adventist health care
mstitutions. This church policy is
well outside the ethical
boundaries of the American
Medical Association, the
American Psychiatric
Aszociation, the Amercan
Academy of Pediatrics, National
Association of Secial Workers,
and the American Psvochological
Association with respect to their
positions on sexual orentation. Tt
may also be cutside the ethical
puidelines of the Western
Association of Schools and
Colleges and the Association of
American Medical colleges.

It 1= one thing for a church 1o
hold & particular opinion on
morality. But it is quite different
when that church desires to own
and operate accredited scademic
programs (o tesch future health
care providers. The doctrinal
position on homosexuality of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church
runs counter to the ethical
guidelines and research of
numerous professional health care
organizations, [ believe this
disparity should be called into
guestion particularly as it pertains

to the education of future health
cire providers.

| hope this Adventist policy
will be re¢onsidered as soon as
possible, T hope its avthors and
their rationale will be identifzed
and shared. Were health care and
legal professionals included in the
discussions? Were Adventist lay
leaders from the more than ten
different outreach programs to
guy and leshian Adventisis
solicited for advice or counsel?
Were any openly gay or lesbian
Adventizsts solicited for opinions
or advice? Were the ethical
positions of acerediting agencies
and health care professional
organizations cross-referenced in
review? There are many mors
fuesHons.

As a former-student and
clinical instructor af the Loma
Linda University School of
Medicine. 1 have a personal
intetest 1 this matter, As-a
physician who 15 also gay, 1 am
vory concermed that futire health
care professionals treat gays and
leshians according to general
ethical standards and  profes-
sional guidelines, Because
Adventist institutions of higher
leaming require religious
instruction, 1 am very concerned
that current church policy will
promade further prejudice by
future Adventist-trained health
care professionals against gay and
lesbian human beings.  Sadly in
this situation, seeular standards
are far more humane and well-
reasoned than current Church
docirine.

Please consider the possibility
that pity is not com-passion;
condescension 15 not kKindness,
doctrine is not competence;
intolerance is not love. If the
Seventh-day Adventist church
cannod see fit to help gay and
leshian Adventists more, might it
consider horting them less?

The matiér of revision 15 in
your hands now. May we both
submit to the power of prayer.

Sincerely,

Ben Kemena v
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GIVE STRESS
A HOLIDAY

Should we invite josi the
ntighbors or people from
wiork T Will our bank account
survive the Christmas season?
The Smiths and Jones have
bath invited us for New
Years. Being with my family
can be very difficult.

Ninety percent of us will
experience some degree of
holiday stress this year,
according 1o Bonald Mathan,
PhD., professor of family
practice and psychiatry at
Albany Medical College. We
can minimize the amount of
slress we xperience and
possihly change our reactions
o stressful situations.

PLANNING: Remember
yolir worsl moments dunng
past holidays and plan to
avoid them. Mavbe it would
help to buy fewer presents or
not send ps many cards, Start
shopping carlier. Keep in
mind that enjoying the
holidavs is the objective: Ask
yoursell, “Does everything
huve tobe the very best [oan
do?" If it"s good enough, it's
done,

BUYING GIFTS
SHOULD BE FUN: If gifi-
buying has become o dreaded
ordeal, something's wrong, T
wou're a perfectionist, know
that there"s no such thing as
the “perfect gift'—at least not
for everyone. Try to buy only

SElA .tnr:lml:l.:,":-n:.'.-'.ﬂ.r.w:.tr.:l.rr

whirl you can pay cash for.
Talk 1t owver with Tarmily rarm-

bers-and sec if everyone will
agree tosimplify. IF you can't
afford many presents, con-
sider drawing niames so each
one enly buys one gift.

LEARN TO SAY NO: It
you're invited 10 100 many
events, (urm down some
invitations.

DON'T GET YOUR
EXPECTATIONS UP: Be
flexible and go with the flow,
When back with parents and
siblings we tend to revert back
to our roles as kids, We may
feel like we have pimples
again and braces on our teeth.
Each may come home with a
different seript for the perfect
holiday. How can we avoid
rogressing? In the midst of
family, it helps to get away.
Take a brisk walk or do some
meditative breathang, Cir
retreat from the hubbub and
do nothing for half an hour.
Panling says that she always
expiects these ‘Hallmark
hMoments' and many Gmes s
just everyone wlkng and no
one listening.  Far from being
a "Hallmark Moment,' it 15 a
very ardinary time.

TOXIC FAMILY
RELATIONSHIPS: [f
family doesn U support you as
lesbian or gay, ar condemns
yOuL Or YOUur parner isn’t
welcome, whal do vou do?
Some choose 10 nol retum
home. Others decide to go for
a day or two, having altermite
plans made in advance so that
you have a means of cscppe if
you need 1o nbort the visit,
Staying in a motel with your
partner is an example of this.

FOOD: We usaally eat
more during the holidays and

&

it"s usnally more fatiening
But it’s okay to have some of
these foods, unless there’s a

medical reason. Just don’t
pverdo it. Eemember, you
can bring healthy foods to

parties.

DON'T FEEL LEFT
OUT: If you'll be alone for
the holidays, you can invite
same others who are in the
sarme siteation Lo jom you.
Few people want to bé totally
alone during the holidays.

Ofien we reap benefils
from our families that we
don't receive anywhere else
Hopefully they love us no
matter what. But if that isn't
50, we need 1o create another
Tamily” that loves us
unconditionally as cur God in
heaven does, Have wonderful
holidays! ¥
Bev can be reached via email
cil; Bswinged @ nol.com
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Have you beern on @
the web to see ;
Kinship's 1
homepage? |
www.sdakinship.org  »

For more information

about KinMNet 0

email Floyd Foenitz at

floydp@home.com :
Chac i 1353




The Proust Inspired Questionnaire

A few months ago one of my
bosses was scheduled toattend a
seminar. He was asked o fill gut
the followmg questionnuire which
is one of many, based on the
kajillions (1 like to be concise) of
gquestions developed by Prowst
and used in Varity Fair magazine
for interviews with well-known
people.

[ consider each of you (o be
15 important as the *well-known
people’ and 1 feel that your
response to this questionnaire
wiald interest other Kinship
members

A few people on KinNet
have already answered these
questions. I now mite vou Lo do
il ... for fun and to help us to get
i know each other betier.

The resuliz (from KinPMel
and what you send in) will be
pringed in foture issues of the
Cumnectian,

Besure to indicate whai
name yvou'd like attached to
YOUR response nnd whether it
i5 a psendonym or not.

For the sake of brevity,
please keep your answers (o a
maximum of 25 words per
question. (Remeémber those ofd
contests: “Tell us in 25 words or
less winy you think Sudsy is the
best laundry soap in the
niverse T

Send vour responses (0 me
gither vid email
RomWilder@aol com

or by post to: Kom Wilder,
Editor, P.O. Box 7320, Laguna
Niguel, CA 92607,

One of Many Proust
Inspired
Questionnaires

. What is vour F]’Eamﬁt
extravagance’

2. What is vour favorite
Journey?

3. What is your most
marked characteristic?

4. Who are your heroes in
real life?

3. Which talent would you
most like to have?

6. What do you consider
_"_I"I:.I'U_l' g,l"ﬂﬂtEEt
achievement?

7. What i:-:(ifuur most
treasure pﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂlﬂlﬂ'f

8. Whom would you
nominate as TIME
magazine’s person of the
century? y?

9, 1f you had to choose
another profession, what
would it be?

10, Wiich three persons,
living or dead, would
you most like to invite to
a dinner party?

11. What is your principal
hobby'?

12, What do you consider to
be the most unusual
event in your life?

13.What do you consider to
be the most important
book you've read?

Here's an example of someone's
answers. See if you can gQuess
whose answers these are!

What is your greatest
extravagance? Trawvel

What iz yvour favonte journey?
Any frip with Pauline especially
one to Seattle

What iz your most marked
charactaristic? [no response,
but the editor thinks it is her
smilel]

Who are vour hercesin real life?
Irene Osborne

Which talent would you most ke
o have? Play the plano

Wihat do you consider your
grecatest achievement ?  Ralsing
two sons

Whalt |s your most treasurad
possession? My caf, Graylyn
Whom would you nominate as
TIME magazine's persan of the
century? Why? Mother Teresa;
her life of service

Iyl had 1o choose anothar
profession, what would it be?
Entrepraneur

What thres parsons, living or
dead, would you most ke to
imvite to a dinner pariy?  Jesus,
Kate Clinton, Barbra Streisand,
Virginia Cason [ed: she can’
cauril, Bl hey, nobaody & parfectl]
What is your principai hobby?
Reading

Whial do you consider o be the
most unusual event in your [ife?

Whean a thirty ton tree fell on
our house

What do you consider 1o ba the
mzst impartant book you've read?
The Bible

e P P N e bl ey

Can you guass whosa answars
these wara?: Hint: Having all of
us stay well iz imparant to her,

54 .-'-'.':r:l.m.!.-;' b L ey ta T
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LONGTERM RELATIONSHIPS
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Ed: Often thers are staries which
bear repeating, | this e one you
have read before, reading. it again
will ramibne wou that (B CAN workl
If it i3 the first Lime you've read

this, you're | for a treat!

Vicki Shetton

Thiiis not a tale of
perfection, nor is it to say, “Look
at us to sec how it's done,” Its
merely the story of twio women
lncky enough to find cach other
as Adventist Kids in college. But,
wail, I'm petting ahead of myself)
When we were asked to neflect an
our relationship, the emotion
which most averwhelmed Emy
Low and me wis gratiude. We
feel profoundly thunkful to have
spent so much of our lives
together. that we've found
enduring love logether. With a
full hearl, we share some of our
story and hope your life may be
filled with a joy similar o what
we know.

Meeting and Discovery

Although neither of us
remembers exacily when, Emy
Lou and T met in the mid 15605 as
siudenis at an Adventist collegs.
We lived separately in the
wiomen's dormitory and had
separate-circles of friends. For the
First vedr or Dwo, we knew each
other only in passing. In the
spring of 1967, Emy Lou asked
me 1o roorn with her during her
senior vedr, Al the nme, Thad o
vedr plus a semesier emaining.
She wanted o room with
someons al feast az old as she,
someons who alsa had been on
campus forever, 1 was it!
KEnowing her to be a gentle, fun-
laving person with @ marvelous
wit (sensational, actaally!), and
because T'd not miade other plans,
[ agreed. It was a wise choioe.

Ini the fall of 1967 {we cite
Aungust 26 as the date), we moved
into overflow apartments
designated for upper-class
women. It was a lovely setting
with living room, kitchen,
bedroom (twin beds) and a bath.

We studied and conducted
oir college business pretty much
independently through the fes
semiester, Chrstmas break took us
separate wavs - she went home
and [ visited another friend, a
faculty member ai an Adventis
academy nearhy.

After retuming from
vacation, we realized how
immensely glad we were o be
together again. Probably right
then, but no later than: sometine
during the first several days of
1968, we knew our love and
friendship was special, and it has
remained 50 (o us every day
sinee; The intimacy we have bagn
fortunate to share on-all levels -
emotional, physical, spirimal --
dunng our life together makes us
profoundly grateful, It is.a gifi we
covel for every one we Know.

Acceptance and Coming Ot

From the beginning, we knew
wi'd have to reconcile church
teachings with our lives and
relationship, Celibacy never
seemned to be a reasonable long-
lerm option. We knew our lives
together and our expression of
love was for us a beasutiful thing,
but we alse knew others might
sex it differently if we were to
dizclose the nature of our
relationship. Because seriptural
conflicts and religion in general
were greater concerns for me,
these issues tronbled me more,
but we' each continued on some
level to strugzle with our
sexuality as we moved (o our
present home state-and both
besgan our careers in denomi-

nationally-linked employment.

A breakthrough came on the
concems (roubling me most (the
so-called “clobber” texts of
scripture) when dear friend Larry
Hallock, with his understanding
of biblical languages and
scripmres in general, propared
and shared his own coming-out
story with his family, His essay
(about 1975) was the first I'd read
which suggested interpretations
for those wexts other than the
condemmnation so familiar to me.

The rest, as they say, was like
coasting, becsuse about then
books on the suhject began to
pppear and 1o become commaon,
[ruring our college days, there
was nothing on the subject in the
college library other than a very
old medical book which descnbed
homosexuality as an illness, As
books became readily available, |
read everything | could find and
becams convinced our sexuality
and loving expression of it within
our committed relationship was
perfectly right and morai for us,

In summusry, our coming-out
process began with religious
conflict {more so for me than for
Emy Lou), followed by eventual
acceplance. It continued through
being open among ciose friends
and acquaintances, then with
family members who have been
highly supportive {both familics),
and ultimacely in & general way o
almest everyone in almost every
siluation. As ['vesaid (quoting a
Kinship writer from many years
ago), "Although we dont always
choosze 1o disclose our ortentation,
we no longer fear ity discovery.”

The StulT of Living

We conzider our life (o be
very similar (o anvone elze’s,
Sometimes [ife is & complete-joy,
other times a thorough drag. We
work, decorate, renovats,
recreate, garden, volunleer,

Gaontifusd on nExt paga
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vacation, entertan, We do no
gender role stereotyping in any
area of our lifie. Work is work,
and we each do what needs doing
until the wsk is finished. As we
get older, we hire more of these
things done — or we plead with
willing frends for help! In short,
we live. We do the same things
you do, the same our neighbors
do — own homes, have problenss,
ghare ntimacy.

Home ownership began for us
in 1975. We believe this kind of
intermingling of financial and
day-to-day property responsibility
15 important to relationship
permanency, particulary for
same-sex couples, Because same-
gender couples have no other
legal obligation to remain in
relationship, o muotually shared
financial respansibility can create
an additional reason not to bail
ot if things get tough. Since
whatever problems we have
would likely be carried into
another partnership, it has always
seemed preferable to us to work
through cur igswes rather than part
Wiy

Each of us ultimately lefi
denominational employment and
feel much better for having done
s, Presently, we have our own
nosiness and consider ourselvey
10 be semi-retired while enjoying
our work and needing Lo remain
productive in preparation for
more senior vears when we're
ancient rather than just in the
process of getting old.

Every relationship has
problems. Fortunately, we have
worked through the comcemns
which have surfaced so far. Some
issues have been significant for
us, others better fit a
“mitsunderstanding” category,
whether related to a tongh day in
generil or toa passing crabby
dizposition, And some difficulties
were just plain funny - after they
WETE OVEr.

In every circomstines of
conflict, we are pledged to talking

e ———— e e e e e
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things through carefully, We
never “sleep on” o difference. We
try also to remember two-guide-
lines: 1) we are permanently
committed to each other and to
our relationghip, and 2) our
bottom ling in every circumstance
is, we love each other. Parting
wiys has never been for either of
us o viable option.

Regurding sexuality and its
expression, let us say that even
wamen in their fifties enjoy
exguisite intimate expressions of
love. I've always been curions
aboul how ageing might affect
one's need, desire and capacity o
express physical affection, So far,
we don't imagine losing that
dimension.

After 32 years our love for
each other [with all of love's
dimensions| has endured the ups
and dovwns of the life of Adventist
lesbian women — coming out,
careers, carcer changes, easy
times und difficult times. Being
with Emy Lou has anchored me,
we have anchored gach ather.

MNone of oor stories. cin be
alike. We have no expectation
that your story should parallel
ours. We continue to choose each
other and 1o build our bank of
beautiful memories. Cur only
expectation is that the same love
wi've shiared as we've joameyved
together this far will go on as
long a8 we both live. ¥

WONDERING
WHAT TO DO
CHRISTMAS EVE?

What can you do Christmas Eve
that will oply take a minute but wil
mean a lot to our friend Kevin
Rabe? Wish him a

*Happy Birthday"
with a prayer andlor ema
kevrab@one.net.au. His binhday
5 the 25", but his being "down
under” means this Aussie wil
already be having his birthday
while most of us are having
Christmas Eve! ¥

STiiEiHit
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Room for
A View
or Two

Last month 1 grew i
littie bil, thanks to Hal,
our Office Coordinator
[see his recipes on the
last page of this iisoe).

By having the
Connection printed on
orange paper (my here-
tofore least favoribe
colord  Hal caused me o
re-think my attitude sbout
OrAnge.

Mot only did 1
actuslly gel used o the
color, | now have orange
leaves on my auto s

.amd in the office, where
[ use colored files, blue
for Art. preen for
Angela... you get the
picture, things that are
mrine g0 in orange folders
MOW.

Thank vou, Flal, not
only for all the work yon
do getting this newsletter
printed and m our hands,
and not only for sharing
great recipes, but also for
helping me leamn the “joy
of orange” and fAexibility.

O another note, 1
apprecisted the letters 1
roceived regarding Last
month’s issue and very
migch look forward o
hearing more of your
likes and dislikes for this
newsletter since this is
BUrS == yours and mine!
Your input is wanted and
needed! ¥

~ Rom Wilder
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| once hieard of an author wha
dedicated a Pulitzer Prize to his
dog, who had eaten the first and
only draft of a novel belore there
were back up disks. Alter a minute
amount of ex-pletives; the
beleaguered soul went back to the
Ivpewriler and pounded cut what
must have besn an improved ver-
slan of his internal tome, Should
there be any awards or
acknowledgemeants of this
particular holiday articla, | wil
dedicate them o Rom's computer
who aie the onby draft | E-majlad
sevaral waeks ago. Baing a lax and
confident soul | not any managed
io-avoid back-Ing my thoughts up
on disk or hard copy, | didn't even
keep them inthe maiibos. | know, |
know Larry. | will learm someday. |
promisa?

When | wrote my [irst draft,
the October winds were accosting
the Jeaves on our trees and assist-
ng their descent to my unsus-
pecting lawn. This evening, the
shadowy skeletons are outhned
againzt Movembers full moon,
dreaming quietly until red maple
buds that will powder our days
next Aprl are ready 1 burst on the
post oquinox scene. The neighbors
must have mken advantage of the
weather my mother senl home with
me from California, IS not
Thanksgiving yet and the area is
littéred with blinking Christmns
lights, There are years when | can’

get organized enough to get mine
up before the Mew Year’s foothall
gnmes. These folk are lighting up
the walkways for the turkeys to
arrive. [ find this kind of efficiency
overwhelming, As of Sunduy, | am
relatively certain only that we may
have food in time (or the guests 1o
amve on Thursday. | have no clue
what it will be, Can yvou just imag-
ine someone with this intemal
schedule having the where-with-all
to make fruit cakes six months in
pdvance?

I am looking forward to Judy
Collins accompanying our local
gay men's choms” presentainon of
holiday music. Tt's good of her to
take second fiddle 1o such an
august groap. As far &s we are
concemnsd, David 15 the star .., 1
don think he has realized that yet.
You probably already know that
Sam 15 (he trae diva of the Boston
performers. Both concerts help
those of us in the fundra theow on
the festive spirtt. The gay lifestyle
b5 prety wild here. Bichard, of the
local parden club, makes swags
and wreaths with the ancent tra-
ditwonal rainbow ribbon, Then, of
course, there is the emrly dinner
before the concerts, The sidewnlks
roll up at eight pon., and thiats on
weskends, If we are awake, we
have ten dances, The Adventists
have tea roller-skating or Path-
finder marches. For the turn of the
Millenninm we are going to huddle
around our wood stoves with flash-
lights and hope that for once in our
lifetimes there will be o benefit to
choosing an advenmire that has us
pulling water up from the well. Mot
that we are in any way really wish-

ing for the power grid to go out in
Californin, Remember, that’s
where people put on their mittens
when the emperature plummets to
53 degrees at night.

There are many things (o be
grateful for this holiday season,
end of the century, end of an eri
My relationship with my family
and with many people in my life
hos gone through difficult times
and come out stronger, | can now
see the gift [ complained about just
a shor time ago, | have work. 1
have people and animals, and yes,
plants that give my life beauty and
meaning. [ have health and oppor-
(unities to mmprove even thal. Mo
one close to me died this year. |
have resd besutiful poetry and
heard its improvement in the wind
of the trees, 1 have seen a coral
mioon rising from the apple or-
chiards of our local valley. I have
laughed o hard the tears rolled
from my eyes snd gave me concem
that liguids might flow from other
places also. | have cried in sadness
and not been ashamed of salty
gricf. [ have had peaple love me
through my really awful fits of
self-centered temper. ['ve gotten to
travel in places that warm my soul

I wish for you some dreams,
and hope, 1 wish for you safety in
difficult places. 1 wish for you
people to forgive your humanness
and demand thal you become more.
I wish for you love in your life,
And [ wikh for you many
blessings. ¥

Shalom

Catherine

KEEP IN TOUCH stop

KAMPMEETING 2000 UFDATE

KAMPMEETING PLANNING PROGRESSING WELL stop SPACES STILL
AVATLABLE BUT BOOKING FAST stop ARE YOU PLANNING TO ATTEND
¥M2000 stop DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE Et:ﬂp
REGISTRATICON FORMS AVAILABLE AT WEBSITE st
OFFICE stop WE ARE PLANMING PLENTY OF TOGE

g%m s
'I'IME Btﬂﬁ WILL
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AN INCOMPLETE HISTORY
OF GAY & LESBIAN O¢C
(PART 2)

Rich Kane

“An Incomplete History of Gay
& Leshian OC” (Orange Connty,
California) by Rich Kane which
appeared in the: CHANGE
COUNTY WEEKLY, August 12,
1999, gives some inferesting
pantiiels to many parts of our own
histories, longue-in-chegk at times.
Because of us length, itwill be
presented in mone than one part.

Rich Kane has graciously
given permission for it to be re-
prinied incthe YDA Kinship
Connetiion.

Special thunks to our resident
research leader, Vickie, for finding
this treasure,

LS PR e

SEPTEMEER 1972 A man
wizaring o GROOWY GUY T-shin
uttempts 1o enter Disneyland. Park
security, however, makes him tum
his shirt inside-out. The slogan
refers to a hunky-man contest
regulurly featured in the Advocate.
It's not clear how Disneyland
security officers would know this,

APRIL 1973 The Orinps
County Imperial Court, a fund-
raising activist organization made
up of drag quiens, holds its first
coronation ball at the Balboa
Pavilion, Big hair. hoop skins,
glittery jewelry und glam, glam,
glam are the rules. Tounst heads
tum and crowids gather at the sight
of drag queens getting out of their
cars and entening the building.

SEFT. 7, 1974 Police
harassment of gay bars in Garden
Grove has been an ongoing
problem. The Advoeate reports that
bar patrons have had address books
stolen from their cars, and anyone
arrested on a lewd-conduct charpe
iwhich often involves nothing

meore than higging, kissing and
hand-holding) has the names and
addresses of their acquamtances
copied down by police. Things
come to i head on this day, when
nearly 500 demonstrators hold a
|.5-mile march down Garden
Grove Boulevard to protest o recent
spate of 43 wrrests, The crowds
chant slogans like "Twao, four, six,
eight, how do you know your son
is straight?" The march ends with
several speeches at Garden Grove
City Hall. The Advocnle interviews
& gas-station manager on what he
thinks of it all: *I guess it"s all
right, if that"s what they want 1o
do. | think I'd rather see them ol
marching than a bunch of com-
munists or draft dodgers. " Another
bystander is less sym-pathetic: "1
was pware [of all the gay bars in
town]. I"'vi been beating them up
for a long time."

1976 Exodus Internaticnal, o
“reparative therapy™ group that
attempts- 1o change gays and les-
bians into perfect specimens of
heterosexuunhity, s Tounded a1
Anaheim’s Melodyland Christian
Cemer by Michae! Busses and
Gary Cooper. But on a plane nde
while stumping for the groap, the
pair realize they' ve fallen in love—
with each other. They quit the
prganization and begin speaking
oul @bout the harmful effects of
reparative therapy programs. Now
based in Seattle, Exodus has grown
inte one of the largest of such
geoups—though they don't like to
tulk abaut their founders, whose
story is Woid ina 1993 PBS
documentary.

JUNE 18, 1976 A group of
about 20 ranssexuals meet for a
potluck dinner al a private home in
Costa Mesa to stir up interest in o
trannie-support group in OC, A
special guest of the evening is
Laguna Niguel resident Christine
Jorgensen, who in 1952 underwent

thee world's first sex-change
operation. News of the event uns
in Renaissance, a Santa:Ana-based
newsletter for transsexuals.

SEPT. 14, 1977 The San
Clemente Sun-Post reports on the
growing number of military men
from nearby Camp Pendleton who
are coming into town and
prostimting themselves (o older
gAY Tnen.

1978 John Briges, a Kepub-
lican state senator from Fullenen,
oéts an initiative placed on the
MNovember ballot, the Briggs
Initiative (Proposition 6), which if
passed would make it illegal for
Califomia public schools to hire
gay teachers, mandate the removal
of any teacher discovered 1o be gay
after he or she is hired, and prohibit
even straight teachers from por-
traying homosexuality in a positive
fight, under the penalty of dismis-
sal. Prop. 6 is so smelly, even
Ronald Reagan speaks oot against
it. But supporters include Anahem
burger mag-nate Carl Karcher—the
initintive's Mo, | financial contri-
butor—and soon-1o-be-infamous
homophobe, the Reverend Lou
Sheldon, While stumping for Prop.
6 in San Francisco, Briggs calls the
city "the moral garbage dump of
homosexuality in this country,” 1o
which Harvey Milk replies, "No-
body likes garbage "canse it smells.
Yet 8 million tourists visited San
Francisco last year. [ wonder how
many visited Fullerton?™ W

Beprinied with permlsion

WATCH NEXT MONTH FOR MORE
. siitind
TNCOMPLETE HESTORY OF GAY
AMD LESBTAN OC

T e ————— e e — e Y T T S R el

SEA Rlrship Conmsction

Paaamber 18280



Regional Reports

CHECHK OUT REGIONAL COOADIMATOR NAMES & NUMBERS ON PAGE 2

Region 1 - Thanksgiving: We
here in the MNorth country are
having an open house Thanks-
giving. There will be vegetiarian
and omnivarian oplions, some
traditional New England Fare,
and, n proper California Thanks-
giving papayn, banane, pincapple
salad. If you would like to join us,
please contact us.

December 5. The Pioneer
Villey Gay Men's Chorus, with
our befoved David T., will be
having a holiday conoert at the
Calvin Theater, Northampton,
MA. Judy Collins says she will
sing aleng, More info can be
gamered by conlacting
Katipurian®aol,com

December 10, 11, 12; The
Boston Gay Mens Chomas with
our also beloved Samuel P. Will
be presenting two evening
concerts-and & Sunday matinee.
These are always wonderful; great
fun, inspirational, and filled with
good looking people.

The Forum at Columbia
University in New York usaally
has 4 great holiday program.

~ Ceatherine

Region 2 - [n September, Pamela
and Karen were the 10us hiosts
of a potluck at their home.
Approximifely 8- people were
able to make it, which wasn easy
since Pamela forgot one street in
her directions,  But what' just one
street?

Natalie spoke at vespers ona
book she wis reading. We had
lively discussion on it.

In Oretober, we did putt-putt
golf and went oul to eat. A
whopping | 7 made it to this social
event, The light rain held up until
we were almost done, Brian,
Arlene, Jovee and I were in the
last group finishing. Joyce
was playing with an umbrella in
one hand and a golf club in the
other--something about African-
American hair not having a great

SOA, Kirship Connasthon

apprecistion for rin, We also had
i new fellow join us and a leshian

couple who don't aften get to join
4 becanse they have 5 children to
take into considerntion, We all
wenl over to the Macaroni Grill
and got & table for 17--not a small
feat in itself. The waiter tumed
out to be *family” as well as a
febulous waiter] He was joxt as
wanderful to the leshians as to

the handsome guys in our group.

Owur vespers speaker was to be
Terry Johnson, but he had a last
mintte meeting at Sligo. Leif did
a great job of filling in for him
We had another hively discussion
on geceptance’ tolerance ol
homosexoality within various
churches.

Movember's activities started
with a potluck at Brian and
Dotun’s plsce following church
the first weekend of the month,

On Sunday the Tth we picked
up trash for the Adopt-A-Highway
program. [See separate aricle on
this.]

Vespers on November 12th at
the Oaklands Presbyitenan Church
in Lagrel, MDD had us listening to
Dir. Lea Annette Carlzon, an
electrical engineer who retired
from the Department of Defense
in 1598, She 15 a ranssexual who
is now involved in attempting to
expand the
understanding of complex human
issues, like gender, und to apply
the primciple of the inherent worth
and dignity af all persons 1o
everyday life. She 15 the past

sident of the Tranzgender

ucation Association (TGEA) in
Chevy Chase, MDD and is curmently
the key holder for the Metro (IDC)
Area Gender Identity Colloguium
(MAGIC) in Falls Church, ¥V A.

In December, we are in the
processof planning & weakand or
more likely a full day and evening
at Williamsburg, VA on the
weekend of December 4th,

Yolanda o —
Y SE@compuserve.com
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Region 4 — A note from Charles
Shobe, our Kinship Secretary:
Two weeks ago, | moved in with
my significant other. This is new
und cxciting and scary [emitory
for mee. 1 have “roomed” with
plenty of other people, but [ have
never lived with someone with
whom | am also intimate, | have
all these fears and hopes minning
around in my head, colliding with
each other,

One of my fears wias that he
would feel mvaded becanse | was
maoving into his living space, |
promizcd that the only part of the
house that [ woiuld completely
tnke over was the kitchen, Tt turns
ot that I'm the cook in the house
Boy, did [ tear that Kiichen apart!
Tt was work, but 1 was also fumn,
and Scoll has jost taken it m
stride, He's o wonderful guy, and
I feel very hicky to be the
recipient of his love.

We're hiving a cnsis right
now because he has developed o
hemia and will very likely have
surgery this next week. Pray that
everything goes smoothly!

We also gol éxcifing news
today. [ just got confirmation of a
timeshare condo for the week be-
fore Kampmeeting in Maul, so we
get 2 weeks in wonderful Ha-
wail!l See yon nt Kampmeeting!

Crarles Shobe

Region 5 -~ Some of the members
wenl to the Texas State Fair for
Coming Out Day. and of course
we ve had the regular twice a
month meetings,

Last month’s flick was "Three
To Tango”. But not many people

have been coming to the meetings,
s0 we hope that having this
month’s meeting af Floyd's will
help. (Report from Tasha ... Floyd
was oul of the country during this
period!)

. cantirsad on tha nexl pagpe
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Fegional Esports - cortinued

Region 6 - Region 6 is Emud to
announce the armval of Scott W,
to his new residence in saburhan
Denver. Scott is working with
information technologies and is
mdjusting in his move from New
York to Colorado.

Bryan is getting his mussage
therapy practice up and mnning —
and also moving.

Frank has been involved: in
unather most excellent local
theatre production.

Vickie is recovering from her
surgery quite micely - and Emy
Lou has been her constant "nurse”
and attendant!

Mike [Ben's partner] has been
admitted to the Bar in Colorado -
anice way toend law school!

A holiday mailing will soon
be going out to Region 6.

Negotiations are currently
underway to organize i chapter
growip in Lincoln,

Ben recently gave o workshop
seminar on the perils of so-called
ex-gay “reparative therapy” to
Colorado éducators and clergy.
He has also completed his
assignment a5 4 columnist for the
Denver Post.

Kinshippeérs m the Denver
area will be getting together in
mid-December for a holiday
guther — probably in conjunclion
with a Christmas concert of the
Denver Gay Men's Chorus,

Ben Kemena

Region 7 -

Aty doy, in Poriand tovam! T
Bom misses the Nonbhwest. s 17
hawve 4y wend ber a report!

Region 8 — Walt & Virginia
Cason (aka Ge-Ge or YO Talk-
@aol.com) hosted our October
Meeting in their beantiful home
near PUC, We had 3 new faces

including Aimes, Liorel &
Robby, After a wonderful meal
and Aimee’s special vegan bean
dip, we sang Happy Birthday 1o
Juliuna,

Gie-Cie gave an inspinmg
devational, as well as showing
each of us that Goed is real ani
personal through her warmth,
teuch and unconditional love.
Karen shared a recent sermon
video from her SDA church,
which said that Sodom &
Comorral wias not about homo-
sexuality. but about inhospitality
and sexual abuse. It ook longer
thun wsual to say goodbye as we
all hod a good time and didn't
want to leave.

On Movember 13, we had our
muomthly meeting in Juliana &
Linda's home in Alameds. We
had 16 people, including more
new faces. Pam & Gretchen were
here from Reno with their two
boys, Riley & Zachary, visiting
Dovle. There was more food than
we conld possibly eat. Linda got
us singing and then gave a
devotional. The women out-
numbered the men and stayed
afterwards to enjoy the company,

Our next meeting will be on
Becember 11 at Harry's howse in
Alameds. We will be having our
usnal Christmas gift exchange, so
please bring o unisex gift of
argund 510, Cur January meeting
will be on the 22nd m Cuperting
gl Pearl & Karen's home. Think
of activities for the group for the

MW Ve,

Beport from:
karen.leel @ juno.com

For further info, anyone is
more than welcome 10 contact
Roland Anderson vin email: -

rolandea® jps.net

Region

Wonder i1 i"s thee 1o serd o
repor yoi!

)

Region 10

Zrrery .. nothing lke a cool
Canadian Automn nap!!

Region 13 (Kinship Germany)

We've just passed our smmual
fall meeting, this time in
Melsungen /Kassel, a zmall
village in the countryside, nearly
in the geo-graphical middle of
Germany, surrounded by hills and
some forests,

Thus a nice place (o relax.
We've had o good time, with cold
(daily highs in the lower 40s) but
sunny weather, and much time to
talk about actual problems and
other things. Two new people
(both male) hiave joined our
L L

The weekend finished with
the “official” part, the HAD
members meeting and election of
anew "board of directors”, There
are some plans for the next time:
we'll try to improve the
connections o other Mational
(Christian) groups, and to
advertize a hittle bit in natiomal
and regional magazines (Lo
announce the existence of HAD )L
I'm nlmost done with the English
translation of our web pages.
They'll be oot a5 seon-as possible.

Stefan Pletriska -

steve@idhremen.de

FEYErey

LET'S HEAE: FEOM THOSE
MISSING EEGIONS NEXT TIME...
YOUE ACTIVITIES AEE JUST AS
MFOETANT AS THE REST OF
THE EEGIINS .. ANE
FEMEMBER, “WHEEE TWO O
MOEE AEE GATHEEED. .."

S0 Ringhif Consstion
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Fam Eoberts

Ever since [ can remember |
wanted to kave children. I was a
factor i my first career 48 an
elomentary school teacher, It was
alsa a fuctor in choosing my life
partner, Gretchen. When we first
got together, | was thirty-one and
Gretchen was thirty-seven, so we
didn't want 1o wait (oo long before
starting our family, However, we
also wanted 1o be firmly grounded
in a stable and healthy relationship
before we brought a wee one into
our home. So after almost two
vears together, we initiaied our
guest to be parents. We obtained
information from at least three
different Califomia sperm banks.
We aitended o workshop at o
Kinship Kampmecting presented
by 4 Kinship doctor who special-
izes in fertility, We read the book;
“Considering Parenthood™ (Cheryl
Pies) which discussed different
parenting options. We set up a
meeting with a local OBGYN
doctor far the physical and author-
ization we needed 1w oblain sperm
from the Cryohank. She provided
us with additional information and
we prepared for our first insemina-
piom gyvele in Avgust, 1992, How-
gver, & new job, a new home and
eve surgery for Gretchen proved to
be too stressful and we decided
after one unsuccessiul attemplt (o
postpone our babymaking efforts,

Withinsix months; we became
the foster parents of my then five-
year-old nicce, Rachel. We did not
wani 1o make Rachel feel dis-
placed, 5o we continued (o post-
pone our insemination plans. This
interim parenting expericnoe
helped us o at least two ways.
First, Gretchen and | discovered we
had different approaches o
parenting. We had started couple
counseling hefore deciding 1o
become foster parents and we

e e e e e e T TSI

S Ripskip Connaction

resumed this counseling to find
some common ground. Second,
after parenting a special needs
child, Gretchen and 1 reconsidered
our decision Lo use an anonymous
sperm donor and approached a
friend and his pariner, both of
whom we had met throwgh
Kinshig.

Adapting a form from the back
of the "Considering Parenting”
book, we drafied an agreem@nt thia
clearly stated that the donor would
not have any parental rights, obli-
gations or liability ansing from this
artificial insemination, We had our
attorneys review the agreement
before executing it. Our friend
submitted to all the same donor-
scréening te=ts that the sperm
banks require, including two HIV
tests, six months apart. It is im-
portant to realize at this peint, that
despite atl the legal and medical
protections we attempted 1 put
nto-place, nltimately, we trusted
our friend, and his partner, with our
lives.

After charting my menstrual
cycle for over six months and then
urilizing an ovulastion prediclor ki,
our first atternpl to inseminate
occurred on a houseboat floating in
Lake Mead. We had to be quite
flexible and adjust to the path of
onc little egg.  Ultimately, we were
successful after only the third
cycle. The nverags is six oycles (or
six months) — so people doing this
need to be patient, Our donor flew
up from Southern California and
Gretchen inseminsted me in our
home. No we didn’t use the turkey
baster provided to me at Ménucha
I Kampmesting.™

I had a relatively uncompli-
cated pregnancy but a full 24 hours
of labor including three hours of
pushing before our first son Riley
made his way out into onr world.

i

Our second son, £achary only
needed theee pushes. We video-
taped both births — something 1
highly recommend. A close triend
stood up on the nightstand near my
head and got a great view of the
biby without exposing my mare
privite arca,

As unattomey, | must warn
prospective mothers of the inhereat
dangers of utilizing a known donor.
Even though we had o written
agreement, courts will not atlow
pitrents 1o contract away a child’s
rights. Therefore, after Riley was
b, wee still needed to Nile a
petition to termuinate the parental
rights of the donor. During this
time period, the donor could
change his mind and create a legal
and emotional nightmare. If the
donor is a heterosexual married
man, he may have oven greater
power to undo the deal. In
addition, many states grant
grandparents certain rights

However, as 4 mother, | must
acknowledge that our family has
received many extra blessings
because we chose o known donor,
One of the biggest blessings
occurred after we mutually decided
to rescind our original agrecment to
not reveal the donor' s identity 1o
our respective families. Our donor
dad was one of two gay sons and
his mother would never know that
she had a grandson unless we
allowed her into our lives. There
were severul family dynamics that
needed resolution before the donor
had found the right moment to tell
his mother. He had correctly
anticipated that she would want to
fly immediately to Reno 1o see her
grandson, Well, after an Opral
tvpe day complete with tears of
joy, we welcomed Grandma M.
inte our expanding concepl of

Continued.on the net page

Shegaeiripar 19038




In his Book Stopping: How to
Be Still ];lt_irrm You Have to Keep
Going, D David Kundiz ialks
;ﬂjﬂuﬂs - T __.I-ﬁ

_ Many (most?) of us have
tmes e oar fives when it ust all
feels like “too much” ... when we
are overwhelmed by the daily
activities, responsibilities,

How can we deal with these
times? A complete emotional
breakdown isn't something most
paople have the time, energy,
moniey or even stonmch forl So
what are our options?

Stopping contains a wealth of
infarmntion about what keeps us
from “stopping’ and what things
wie can do 1o actoally ‘stop’ now
and then. p =il

For several months I've
found myself fistening to and |
dealing with people at work who |
are stressed to the max. 1 I
consider it part of my 'job’ 10
suppodt these people, not enly in

i their work needs, but in their

- need for a sanc work place. |

- Duoing this has drained me, how-

- ever, so I planned a ‘mini- '
vacation. Three days off with a

| weekend stuck between the three

- days wonld give me five days
away from the Stress Factory, one
of my affectionate terms for the

Without realizing it, I°d !
planned what Kmidiz calls &
“Stopover” . atime of doing |
“nothing: an hour or many hours,
a day, a weekend, or severnl |
days." {

I epcourapge o pick u
Stopping {hu?ﬁﬂjfuthm l;lnu’rephl |
the fibrary if you're finding
vourself mumbling the title of
that play from the 60°s: “Stop the
World: I Want to-Get Off.*

And for those ultra busy
persons who cen’t take an entire
day or even an hour, there's a

 chapter on “Stillpoints," ¥

~Rom

A Einship Conaection

| KINSHIF FAMILY contifued

- family and she has been able to
. spend several weeks per year with

her Grandson(s). And of course,
she was able to see her second
grandson, Zachary, within the first
few weeks of his life.

We always planned to1ell our
sons the truth about their con-
ception, but were nevertheless
surpeised when four-year-old Riley
informed us that he had two moms

| and two dads. We asked who he
, thought were his twe dads and he
| responded, “Mike and John" He
owenlon o explam tous thar he

was special because he has two
moms and two dads, One ol the
pre-school teachers overheard the
children discussing this topic at
lunch and after initial comments

. like “you can’t have two moms and

two dads” they apparently reached
a consensus that Riley was a lucky

| kid. Sometimes he asks why they

don't live with us and so far he
accepts our response, “becanse

| they have a home in Southern
| California.” Although he has not
| msked specific questions about hiy

conception, there have been other
tough questions, like “why are bad
people bad 7 and “does God love

| bad peaple? and “can men only

marry wormen?!

The other big blessing has been
the added dimension 1o our
friendship with Mike and John, OF
course we knew they were special
before we started this whole

| process, bol we have Toand so

mitch more to love and admire.

! And while there is o definite

biological thread to this whole
story, what truly connects us all is
the love we share for each other.

Sometimes we have 1o pinch

| ourselves to keep from laughing or

to make sure we aren't already in
heaven. Sometimes 1 am so tired |
forget to brush my teeth or so busy
[ find myself headed wward work
with Zachary still in his car sem,
But always I know that my family
15 4 gift from God and look forward
to every day we get o spend

! together. On October first [ started

i new hall-time position so | coukd
spend more time being a mom and
lzss time being sn attommey, If
being a parent is something you
alway: wanted. | encouruge you to
explore your options and begin
planning now, ¥

* Pam Robarts, who has baean past
Secrelary, Women's Coordinator,
VP and President of Kinship, was
presenfed a turkey basler, along
With & crown, wian Mica

MeL aughtin, the oulgoing President
of Kinghip, passed the Torch "o
her as the new President of
Kinship.

Wadch for snather arfichs in tha future-on
Kinship Parenting! W

CRE

Ever since | can
@B remember, | wanted

& 10 have
children,
¥

i MISSION STATEMENTS
) There are many definitions. {2
= of “mission” in the dictionary. |
& In her book The Path, Laurie
Beth Jones talks about the
vanous meanimgs of the
word and tells ways of
crealing mission statements
for ourselves at work and in
life.

What is your mission
statement?  Would you like
. lochange your mission? i
= As we grow and change, =
= our mission ‘fields” and our
i missions perhaps change
= also,

1 You're invited to share

=L yVOur mission statement here, &
Remember to say what .
name you'd like used for ol
yourself if you want a i
pseudonym, and keep it i
= under a page in length! ¥
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Holiday Help from Hal

Here are o couple of Hal's favarite recipes that are great and easy to make for the Holidays!

ar
Iy
|

° : L L
MUSHRAOOM NUT PATE

2 TBLS. BUTTER
1 LB. MUSHROOMS, (USE ANY COMBINATION OF MUSHROOMS), SLICED
1 SM. ONION, CHOPPED
1 CLOVE GARLIC, MINCED
1 CUP WALNUTS, (YOU CAN USE ANY TYPE OF NUT OR COMBINATION)
| 2 TELS. PEANUT OIL
1 TEAS. THYME, GROUND
SALT AND CAYENNE PEPPER TO TASTE
SESAME SEEDS, TOASTED
CRACKERS

MELT BUTTER IN LARGE PAN. ADD MUSHROOMS, ONIONS, AND GARLIC. SAUTE UNTIL MOST
| OF THE LIQUID HAS EVAPORATED. REMOVE FROM HEAT.

IN A FOOD PROCESSOR, COARSELY CHOP THE NUTS SLOWING ADDING THE PEANUT DIL

AND BLEND. ADD SEASONINGS AND THE MUSHROOM MIXTURE AND CONTINUE BEATING
UNTIL WELL BLENDED.

| LINE A SMALL BOWL WITH PLASTIC WRAP, AND FILL THE MOLD WITH THE MUSHROOM/MNUT
MIXTURE SMOOTH THE TOP AND COVER WITH PLASTIC WARP. CHILL OVERNIGHT.

UNMOLD THE PATE ONTO A SERVING PLATTER, SPRINKLE WITH TOASTED SESAME SEEDS,
AND SERVE WITH CRACKERS.

SERVES ABOUT 6 AS AN APPETIZER

@ : sal ] 8
RED CABBAGE AND BEET SALAD WITH CHERRIES

1/4 CUP RED ONION, FINELY SLICED

3 TBLS. BALSAMIC VINEGAR

1 TBLS. OLIVE OIL

1/4 CUP PARSLEY, MINCED :

2 TELS. CRYSTALLIZED GINGER, MINCED

1 80Z. CAN PICKLED BEETS, JULIENNE

1 CUP SWEET CHERRIES, PITTED AND DRAINED
3 CUPS RED CABBAGE, SLICED

SALT ANMD PEPPER TO TASTE

iN A LARGE BOWL, TOSS TOGETHER ALL INGREDIENTS. COVER AND CHILL AT LEAST 4
HOURS OR OVERNIGHT.
SERVES B

T e s SRS i
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