w CONNection

What ls Connection?

con-nect 1 o Wid or fasten fogether unffe: 2 fo
esfabllsh communication for; 3 l0 altach slecrmzally; [sos
KinNet]: 4 to assocists: & 1o join;

con-nec-tfon 1 act of ‘connecling or Siate of being
conneched, 2 means of connscting; 3 relationship,
association

I've been hearing a Iot this past vear about con-
necting and disconnecting. The psychologists and
other therapists talk about how it is connections which
keep us heallhy and how being disconnected is that
which enables us o mistreat each other and oursalves,

Long apo Kinship chose as the tille for is news-
ettar SDA Kinship CONNECTION, Last year the firm
| ‘work tor began an intemal newslstter for the 3000
empioyees in our division, and the tithe of this
newsktier Iz ... of course, it is: CONNECTION

Paeople in business seem lo understand what the
shrinks are saying, that CONNECTION is vital to the
survival ol an organization Just as il i8 vital 10 the
survival of individuals,

This CONNECTION Is for you, for us. It s ane way
we can stay connected with each other, Your thoughts
and comments are wanted and welcome! W
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TO THE EDITORS
OF THE REVIEW...

I-am & Seventh Day Adventist.

My parenis are third generathon Adventisis. My
uncla was once the head of a regional conference. |,
mysall, attended SDA elementary sohoaol for 7 years,
graduated from an Adverntist Academy, and alttended
Andrews Liniversity.

I'an worked for tha church Tor over a decade

I tedl yooui &l this because | am also & Lesbian,

Lam writing {0 expréss my deep sadness over tha
arlicle written by Royson James. Mr. James is right 1o
Tear thal the Church will be painted as Intclerant and
hatetul because that is Indeed whal many gay SDAs
wWhi remain in the church experence from ehurch
leaoers and fram their congragations.

As zomeone who has sean first hand the “witch
hunis® In.our universities, and the hypocrtical expul-
BioNg inour schools of gay and jesbian Adventists, |
wanld tall Mr. James that | the church was 1o be: seen
ag "kind, loving and canng® it must truly be oving.and
caring,

There are many Adventists who do accept and
cherish fheir fellow gay church members.  Their
pourageous, loving example is 16 be commended.

Thare are &m0 many Adventisl parents-who dove
thelr gay ohildran, |am lucky o bathe daughter of one
ol them. Bul therg sre many who arenl so kicky
Ezpeciglly if they are force fad the hateful, UNChristian
message they are receiing from the church on this
matler.

[, lor one, find it profoundly offensive that the
church in. 1985 added “homosexual and lesbign prac-
tices" to the st of offensas for which church mambers
miey be discipbned or disfellowshippad. |t was added
along with incest and spousal abuse,  Mow what kind of
message does that send 1o gay-and lesbian mam-bears
ol our congregation? Mr, James is rght fo fear our
church Would e ‘labeled "Intolerant®, Vs easy o sée
why,

Like the quole says: "The fact is that more peopls
have baen slaughtered in the name of religion than far
ary other-single reason. Thal |s true parversion,”

To their credit, some SDA lesders occasionally
mention that all Christians should love the homosexual
while hating the: homosexuality, Unforfunatehy, this
message g ollen ignored by the membership: they end

up hating both Continusd on paps 5
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WHO WE ARE...

Seventh-day Adventist Kinship Intemational, Inc. |5 a8 suppon group
which ministars o the spdrtual, emotional, - social, and physical well badng of
Seventh-day Adventist lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, and their families and
friemds.

SDA Kinship facilitates and promotes the understanding and atfirmation
of. homosexual and bisexual Adventists among themsehees and within the

| Saventh-day Adventist community fhrough educalion, advocacy, and
| racondikalion.

Founded in 1876, the non-profil organization was incofporatad in 1681
and has a board of 15 officers and 10 regional coordinators. The ourrent st
af rpembers and Trends includes wall over a thousand poople in 16

T eolniras.

S0A Kinship befieves the Bible does not condemn, or @ven menton,
homposaxuality as a sexual orlentation. Ellen G. White does nol paraliel any
af the Bible laxts which are often used 1o condemn homosexuals.  Most of

| the anguish imposad upon God's childrén who grow up gay or loshian has

g raals In & misundorstanding of what the Biole says

SDA Kinship operstes sakely on contributions from 113 members and
friends.

SDA Kinship supports the advancement of human rights for all people.

SUPPORT KINSHIP

Kinship depends on you bacause it i& supportad solaly by contributions:
Help us reach out to more gay Advenlists by making a tax-deduoctibie
denation to SOA Kinship Internationat.  Pleass send your check ormoney
arderfo the address balow

S0& Kinghip, PO, Box T320, Laguna MNeguel, GA 92607 [temphonsa:
940-248-1283)

Cled Vasguez (101} 521-0318 Samidy Bann (A0 5136547 Briany Ciorvin |50 3522158
Cirtherinn Tyl (413 1722348
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Wabsite!
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FEOM THE NET
Greg Cox
Young GayllLesbian Outreach Coordinator

This posting on the Campus Outrcach web page
really caught my eve and heart. For oné who has been
out for mare than 10} years, 1 think it is casy to forget
the struggles and turmoil it was to come out. This
posted message reflects just that for one in the process.
It has been edited for content, but the message was not
censored,

e

“I guess | can say I'm confused  Since 1 was very
voung | remember being amazed with the male
amstomy. This probably isn’t unusual, but maybe not
if you are in this position and are a male vourself. |
didn’t know much about sexuality, or gave thought to
the desire of a man's body until I was told it was
wrong. I became really unsure of what | liked, men or
women? [ told mvself [ liked women.. but was that
true? Did | make that assumption because | was told
so? [ don't know, but I knew that I had to like women.
When | was depressed, | would close my eves and
picture a man hugging me and comforting me. . _never
a womin.

| was taught at an SDA school They said that
homosexuality is condemned. That scared me, 1 did
not want to burn in hell, 1 loved God, Why? Why
would God want to kill me? [ told myself that [ am not
gay, I told myself that 1 liked women, 1 told myself
homosexuality is bad. | knew 1 had 1o like women
because it 15 “natural™ and that homosexuality iz bad as
it says in the Bible. So dunng my carly teens, |
decided that 1 was bisexual and that 1 wouldn’t show
my gay side. | kept my fantasies of men to myself,

When [ was 16 | started going to the gay chats on
the Internet. Sometimes | would abuse them or just
read whatever was typed. | starfed to let my feelings
run wild and was able to be myself in the chat rooms.
This made my heart mee! This was a big step and this
was really scary. This also made me more confused
later on., 1 wasn"t sure if 1 was purcly gav, but I know
that liking women was a cover-up,

Later on | met someane that was gay. He was
what 1 thought “typical” with peroxide hair and the
semi-gay voice, [ didn’t mind except that | fell in live
with him. It was very weird. We started to hang oot
with other gay people. This made me uncomfortable
as they had very gay voices and gestures: Thev were
queens but | got used to them and started 1o be like
them. | wore black mascara, nail polish and started
saving “love, honey and darling” too much, | was ina
dilemma, T didn’t want to bum in hell, | wanted to go
to heaven, | started to question my faith, the bible, and

myself. 1 asked why? Will gay people burn v hell?
Would my friends die? They are nice people; they are
human beings too. | was so distréssed but 1 had to
come to terms with being gay. | necded some answers,
and [ needed some quick.

I researched at school and looked up the entire
Bible references and verses about homosexuality
That didn’t help. So I looked on the Internet and
found some different answers, The Bible does not
condemn homosexuality! | found some support groups
on the Intermet for gayflesbian Christinns, They all say
the samc thing; the hible was misinterpreted,
homosexuals are not condemned

Iz this true? For someonc who is depressed, these
lics can scem inviting. Aro they just comforting me?
Is it really OK to be gay? Can you gamble vour own
life on a fact that may not really be true? Can voo save
vour life and eternal happimess? This is confusing
beciyse support groops say one thing and the majority
says another. Is the support groups lying, or i5 il just
bad because it's not with the majonity?

Support groups say the Bible was misinterpreted.
If thiz iz =0, could it be possible that other things are
not correct too? How can the Hible be wrong? Do
people just listen to what they want to hear? How can
the Bible be wrong? It has stood the test of ime and
has @ logical explanation through faith. Are we all
deluded? Are we deceived, and should we stop our
homosexual sins right now? Do you really want to
gamble with vour hife? 1f you are gav, do yoo want to
take that chance with your life?

I tefl myseclf that God is the final judge. Poople
can't judge me, only God. T don’t know what [ believe
myself  Will homosexuals really be in heaven!
Where are these facts, or is it just faith that we will be
in heaven? What can [ say, | have no idea and 1 am
really confiised ™ W

Thie posting brings up a lot of issues as well
as desp emotions. | can remember feeling the
sxact Sathe way, duestioning everybhing, How
could | be ralssd and sducated Ih a socisty that
has totally lled to me? | knew that | wasn'c a
tatally dreadful freak, But “why was | differant”,
and “where there others like ma™r

We can only answer these guestions curselves,
Since | bscame invoived in Kinship, the resources
they provided truly did halp me bkegin to
uhderstand my sexuality, | hops others can also
have & similar exparience, and by sharing this
pogting, maybe it will.

It you are betwesn the ages of 18-29 and
would like Lo associata with athars,

share information or

Just read postings ke this, please small me
&t aregrpt@msr.com
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Kirahir Connactlon
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An Incomplete History of Gay &

Lesbian OC (Part 1)
Rich Kane

0 “An IHWEH History of Gay & Lesban OC”
range , ornia) by Rich Kane which appeared
in the Gﬂmf E'GLW?IY WEEKLY, August EFHH.
$ some interesting paraliels o many parts of our own
istories, tongue-in-cheek at times. Because of its length, it
will be presented in more than one part.

Rich Kane has =T armission for It to be
re-printed here in Hfﬁmm" r e

Special thanks to our resident research leader, Vickie,
for finding this mreasure.

3 MILLION BC. The Pacific Ocean begins
sculpting Laguna's famous gay West Sireet Beach.

LATE 1700s Over 130 North American natives are
documented to include among their tibes berdache,
androgynous people classified as neither man nor
woman—cross-dressers, basically, but In a spiritual
sense, Berdache are plentiful among the Native
Americans fiving at the missions that pepper the length
of Californfa—nearly every village has two, thres if
they're lucky, But tha Spanish Cathofics who have
established the mission system are hedl-bent on
eliminating berdacheism, A priest writes, "We place
our trust in God and expect that these accursed people
will disappear with the growth of the missions.”
Apparently, they do. By the 18205, a missionary fiving
at San Juan Capistrano reporis that while bardache
WErg Once very numerous among the natives, “Atl the
present time, this horrible custom is entirely unknown
o tham.”

1835 Amer a fwe-month voyage from Boston
around Cape Hom, Richard Henry Dana, a 18-year-old
Harvard student, amves aboard the trade ship Pilgim
in what is now known as Dana Poinl. In Two Years
Bafore the Mast, Dana’s jounal of the adventure, ha
describes his friend Bill Jackson as a “fine spacimen of
manly beauty” and admits having "affection® for
another shipmate, a young Hawailan mamed Hope,
Hmim...five months at sea_..a shipful of burly ssamen,

18208 The blossoming fitm Industry discovers that
Laguna Beach makes a great shooting locale.
Laguna's firsl wave of gays armives as members of
these early movie crews.

1827 The South Seas bar in Laguna Beach—
later known as the Boom Boom Room—opens.

1837 Puritan fraidy-cats take a plaster fig leaf and
cover over the wibbly-wobbly thing between the legs of
the David statue ol Forest Lawn in Cypress. Big
Dave's package will remain sealed until June 19689,

1842 The El Toro and Tustin Marine Corps air
slations open. Until both are decommisioned in the
805, an uniold number of mostly closeted gay and
lesbian senvicepeople will pazs through them,

1957 Two years after its opening, Disneyland
adopis regulatlons regarding public dancing, which
includes a ban on same-sex shimmying. The idea,
oificials say, | to control crowds, The rule remains on

Kirahip Connecibon
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the books until 1985,

1864 The Happy Hour, 8 women's bar in Gardan
Grove, opens. Lured by cheap renls, other gay bars
spring up in the ciy throughout the next 10 yaars,
inciuding Rumour Hazzit, the Tiki Hul, the Mug, the
lron Spur, the Old Bavaran Inn, the Knotty Keg, the
Hound's Tooth, the Ranger, the Saddle Club and DOK
West For a while, gay bars in Garden Grove actually
outnumber West Hollywood's, Police harassment
eventually shuts down most, bul the Happy Hour s still
there 35 years laler,

APRIL 1988 The Calfornia Angals move inlo
Anaheim Stadium. Take the Kinsey Study, which
claimed that 10 parcent of the population is gay, and
apply it 1o the approximately 1,100 ballplayers who've
ever put on an Angels uniforn during the feam’s 33
years. Then there’s the fact thal spors is a graal place
for a closeled queer athlele to hide:

MAY 1886 The Sania - Ana Reglster (laler known
as The Orange County Register) repofts on a
“orackdown of suspecied homosaxuals” in the Newport
Pler area, men who have allegedly been propositioning
undercover pollce officers. The key word here is
"alleged™ before the men can be convided, the
Register prinls Iheir names, ages, home addresses
and occupations, asif they're already guilly.

MARCH 1868 The Advocate, which hes just
stared publishing and will eventually grow into "the
national gay and lashian newsmagazine * repors that
an OC man has recently lost his home and car
insurancaes after a neighbor saw him kissing a man in
his back yard. The neighbor called poBce, who notified
his insurance company,

1871 Christ Chapel Metropalitan  Community
Church, affiliated with the church's growing movement
of gay-toleraml denominations, opens iis doors in
Sania Ana,

FEBRUARY 1971 Cal Stale Fullerion's Experi-
mental College offers a course cafled Gay Life and Lit:
A Study In Homosexual Life Styles and Polifics. Tha
Experimental Collage is part of 8 national trend on
college campuses, a move toward non-traditional
classes and new educational concepts, Olher classes
offered this semester al CSUF include Whcheraft
Traditional Vs, Avani-Garde, Appreciation of Restroom
Graffiti, and the Life and Music of Jimi Hendrix

APRIL 1872 The pink mallbox outside the Costa
Mess home of John Rule telis you that you've found
what will evenlually evolve into the Crange Gounly
Eay & Lesblan Communily Services Cenler—one of
the first in the country. The center is bom in Rule’s
house this month, with a hot line and group rap
sessions. The center will Isier move to Garden Grove
io be more sccessible 1o bar patrons, but it will endure
broken windows and other assorted acls of
vandalism—including a dead possum with a knife
through ' its head iefl onthe front porch, W

Heprmged with pemssion
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I never considersd mysell to be a conservative,
active membar of my large SDA church in South
Lancaster, MA. But | believe refigion and spirituality,
ahlhough dependent on one ancther, can be two
separate entitias alogether.

I've Just had a racent baptism, and my spirtual life
has never been stronger than it Is now. Il look me 20
years (my whaole life) of growing up in the SDA faith to
realize who | am. | am a lesbian and a child of God. |
believe that | owe some of my new-found spirtual
strength to my coming o terms with and accepting
myself s belng a lesbian. To some this may seem
bizarme — that becoming more sacure in my sexuality
could and actually has strengthened my spintual life,
Bul this is whal has happened.

I have been fiving & fairly lonely existence since |
came out to my family, friends, and even to myself
about four years ago. Sometimes | feel like | must
make & choice: To chose to be gay....or to choose to
be an SDA Christian,

I've feared never being able to find another woman
like me. -- Someone who believes in the church's
messages. — And how can | find another woman like
me if | hide who | am? And hiding feels sometimes
necessary, or 81 [east necessary In the sense that | not
broadcas! my sexuslity. And should | abandon my
church community for one that is gay-friendly? - | feel
ripped betwean these two &t times.

| am guoing away 1o coliege in MNorthern California
this Fall. | will be my thind year of college but my firsl
time away from home. | know that God has worked In
my life, is working in my life, and will be working in my
life. | know he will supply me with the support | need
to make it through a school year on my own.
However, | fear the possible ‘need’ of closating mysell
when | am at school. 1 cannol hide who | am, but | feal
In a censtant struggle about how much o reveal and 1o
whom.

Knowing that there are other people like mysai,
the peopie of Kinship, gives me strength, strength in
who | really am. [ am a child of God....| don't have o
hide myseif from Him...\Why do | have to hide from
others? | live for the day when | won'l have to. -
When we can all be ourselves, withoul fearing what
others will think.

~ Aimee

Kindhip Canmetian

counntinuod from page ¥

To guote “Jusiice and Respecl." a conservalive
Christian group addressing the homosexual [3sue;
“Tragically, the knee jerk reaction of 'shooling our
wounded' s never more apparenl than R is with
same-gender attraction and these peopls who most
need a sense of Chrislian love and communily ofien
recepve the least. We . miade our offer of love very
conditional. s Hme we slop lolerafing our own

| unChristlike behaviar. it is time {0 become Jeasus (o

the huding.”

Thera are over 750 Chrstian congregations in the
Linfted States that welcome and affiom gays and
lasbians In their churches including Presbyterans,
Lutherans, Unitarians, and Methodists. Many SDAs;

crushed and spumed by the church of their youth, are |
beating a path 1o find the jove Jesus preached about |

in these other churches. Ofhers reject Chrst all
togeiher and tum to-a non-relighous e

| hope that one day the SDA church as a whole
will leam to accept and love #s gay and lesbian
members a3 well as addressing seriols social Bsues
like homelessness, Maybe Toronio 2000 will be the
place where the changes will start 1o take hold. W
~ Melba L.

The sbove [efier wes in response o en-artcle B8ed “\What Shoud
We Ledng Behind? In the Adventzs! Reviey, This wes witlen by Toronis
Sty eolummst Royson James.

Hig premise apposrs 10 be thal if 70,000 Advantsts wera in Tononks

for GC i the summer af 2000 snd went home withoul leaving behind |

some evidence Bt they had been there, A would ba a shamea

Ha fthan asks
provouncements-on issues of sociE and
Dpas Toronlo - with @ huge gay populebion -- nesd o be fold tha!
the Adventist Church opposes a gay ifestyfe? Should there be a

‘should the church be making |

concerms? |

statemant on pambling as @ debilfating enemy of the fmiyeand & |

scowrge of sockaty?

“The gay issue would no doubt be incendiary - especially |

soeing thal he oly's aniual Gay Pride Parade fakes place on the
first Sabbath of fhe session. Iz this e way the finy and relstively
ko Severth-day Advenbsl Choreh in Tofonfo — $0.000
members-of of ananes popilsbion of 4.3 mion = wans fo be
infroduced fo the media? (Imagina the headline: "Adventists
Siam Gays.")

‘Wewer mind that the meszage t be carefilly crafied. fo
sound sansitve and nn.ru'udpmmm'@ﬂ:gnn,ﬂe thJ}rm navar
been ntoduced fo the kind, caing, loving face of the church

might be' presenfed with an wmage of infolevance and hafe. -

Citizerts who would ofherwise find owr heaith Kesivle sifreciive
mightbe lwmed off a5 the church s niified a5 farow-minded”

He gees on b discuss - the homeless issun and how the church
coild ke an impad in Toronto on 1hal == with g of e and
monay,

Otndlausly’ many EDA glb persere took greal offersa al his
etnternents regarding the chirch's stance on gay ssues.  Manmy lebers

wee Wilben lo the edior of the Advenlis! Raview expressing this, oee

such baing B lebier by Meta, W
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Just to Introduce mysell - I'm Bev Winsted and will
be working with the Wellness Program of Kinship this
year. | am a physician assistant In Gerontology at Wake
Farest University School of Madicing In Winslon-Salem,
NC. I'm so pleased with tha emphasis on prevention, |
enjoyed meating Larry at Kampmeeting this year and so
appreciated the legal guide workbook for gay & Lesbian
couptes. My pariner & | have made that a priority this
year,

| believe very strongly in the next national health
care agenda of our US Surgeon General David Satcher,
MD. PhD, Healthy People 2010. Healthy People 2000
gchieved about T5% of itz poais. There iz decreased
infanl mortaity, homicide -and sulcide rates, smoking
among adults, deaths from cardiovascular disease and
might of the top ten types of cancer.

The percentage of smoking cessation has declined
veory slowly over the last nine years, however, from 28%
to 23%. A study showed, however, that 2 million more
Americans would stop smoking every year if clinicians
advised them to quit. Fewer than a third of physicians
ask their patients If they smoke, or Lalk {0 them about the
benefits of physical adivily and good nutrition.

There |5 an Increase in diabetes, and it's probably
related fo the increase in obesity. Too much time and
money have been-spenl Irealing disease, especially the
late stages, and too little on prevention and eary
detaction.

America's heslth came system spends $1.5
trillion per year—15% of the gross naflopal produci—
whereas in Scandinavian countres they spend T-105%.
Cnly 1% of our budget is spenl on prevenlion and early
detection,

B S

-

Diabetes is now seen in children younger than two
years of age. We can prevent 30% of type 2 diabeles
through exercise and diel. Right now only one siate
requires physical education in.grades K-12. In 1998, onky
25% of children were taking PE.

A5 for nuintion the average Amercan lakes in 25
pounds mone sugar per year than in 1950,

We can do better with early delection of diabetes
wilh screening In olr churches, schools, and
communities, A fasting blood sugar greater than 126 is
diabetes,

Hera is what we can do individually:

1) Moderate physical adlivity, at least 5 days a

week, for 20 minules;

2] Eat sl least 5 sepvings. of frult and vegetables

per day--10 servings are great;

3} Decrease toxins such as drugs, alcohol, and

tobacoo;

4} Behave in a sexually responsible manner.

We need to increase the longevily and quality: of
life and eliminate: the dispariies in health, especially
those related to race. The proporiion of Afrcan
Americans with new cases of AIDS has Increased from
25% in 1986 fo 45% in 1997, The proportion of
Hispanics with new cases of AIDS has increased from
14% to 22%.

Gun control is a tough pofitical issue. In Japan n
1996, there were 15 deaths from firearms; in England
there were 30; In Canada fhere wera 1058, and in the
United States, there waere 8500, "Life is full of golden
opportunities  carefully disguised as imesolvable
problems." W

~ Bev Winsted

If you have wellness issues you'd like to discuss with
Bev or that you'd like her to address in this column,
please feel free to email her at: Bswinsted®aol.com

&

m for a View or Two

As the new edifor of SDA Kinship Connection, | wanl to first thank you for your canfidence n ma, then shara with you my
vigen of what | hope this newslatter will do and be. . To expect any one vehicle to convey the thoughis, feslings and ideas of
everyone in this marvelously diverse organization is probably unrealistic. Bul 'unrealism’ is & radigion P've long hedd dear.

In ordar to agcomplish this unrealistic task, oral laast come as close 83 possibde, d will lake & willlngrigss on the part of
each of us (or 8t least a whote lot of usll) to speak out and up. | leng to hear from you

What do yvou wanl o see on these pages? Whal are yolr opinions on tsswes surrounding our common thieads: the S0A

church and homosexuality (nol necessarly in the same sentence)? What are you doing in your fives, individually snd
collecthvely, fo stay sane and healthy and active? What turns you on? (Oops, better skip that ane ) What turns you off7 What
hurts guu and what helps you? What authors and books do you recommend? What has given you hope, laughter, cowrages,
ukcers

Personally | enjoy reading a broad range of 'news’ from my Kinship brothers and sisters. | like knowing about gathenngs,
gmigll-and largs, -aboul you and your refationshipe, your strupgles, your victories, | like short-shors (in arficles, and QK. on
certain people} and medium-length articles.

Since my powers of ESP seem Io have almost completely lef me. | nesd you to gend the above Information to ma, either
vig email (Rewmie2@acl com) or Pony Express (Connsction, P.C. Box 7320, Laguna Miguael, CA 52807).

Articlesicolumnsfthoughts/news sent wia email can either be in the letter or as atteched files. | also encourage you to

share photos.  Please be sure to Indicate what names you want used. First and last names will only be used with your
permission, W Yours for quality and quantity, - Ram

Eimnkip Conneotion g Getobar IS5

P S

S



| have been thinking quite a bit lately about why |
am stil involved in the Seventh-day Adventist church

Last week for the wery firsl time ever in our
church, that | can recall, we had an antigay sermon,
Actually il was part of the main sermon, not really the
main thrusi,

The pasior spoke with all the conviclion of
someone who s happy to be able to back up all his
prejudices with Biblical suppor yel hasnt bothered Lo
study oul the subject for himsalf,

He didn't say anything | hadn® heard before, and
| doubt he upset anyone else present that day. He
actually made me more sad than mad, though | was
angry too. | thought of people like my homophobic
sister going ‘Amen brothar!® | though! of the many
basically decent people who were nol being
chalienged to overcome their prejudices because
the pastor says i Is OK for them o be prejudiced,
And | womed. thel there mighl have bean someone
siruggling with this issue who came fo church that
day and received condemnalion rather than &
message of hope. The minister didnl even falk
about "love the sinner, hate the sin.”

it really caused me o wonder why' or even 5 |
wanl lo be & part of a church like that.

Here s what | came up with. As a warning |
redlize this might at first glance seem judgmental and
intolerant, but | am {alking about what is important to
me in a religious sensa. | fully support anyone's right
ta worship or believe as they choose, but that doesn't
mean their beliefs hold meaning for me.

Probably one thing which has become apparent
to me is that | don care about gay Issues as much
85 | care aboul other some - other things. There are
several gay supporive protestant churches herg in
town in-addition to an MCC church, but | dont feel &
sense of fellowship, in religlous malters, with people
who donl believe In a Keral creation, nor he
importance of keeplng the seventh day of the week
a5 @ holy day, | can spinlually relate fo nor feel
comfortable with people who believe in a God who
would torment paople forever in hell, -or who think
God doesnt really care what you do or how you live
your life as long as you love people. It feels to me
as If we don’t really befieve in the same God. It might
be different if | lived in 2@ Muslim country for example,
where getling logether once a week with people are
simply Chrislians would be meaningful to me, even
though we differ on what | consider io be
basic issues. Here in the USA I s not meaningful 1o
me to get togather with Christians of other faiths. |
am nal sure our focus is the same.

As | write this, | am heading back o my
church,. | am going to sit in my. usual place and have
a smile on my face even if 1 have to lape up the
comers of myv mouth. Meanwhiie | will continue 1o

Kinghip Connaction

hope and pray thal | do find my people someday,
people whose theology closaly matches mine and who
worshlp together as a church whera | will feel free to be
me and still féeel the love and support of fellow
believers. W

= Martin
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" For more information
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LONGTERM
RELATIONSHIPS

"What do gay men do on the second date?”
"What second date?"
from Husband Hunting Made Easy, by Patrick Price

in the same week that Rom asked us (o write aboutl
relationships, one couple we know celebrated their 45th
anniversary, another split afler 13 months, ACL was
doing a promo for Mew Woman magazine wiih the lead -
"18 Tips: How lo Be Satisfied with One Man for the Resl
of your Life™ and &l least 12 romances on TV "“soap
operas” were in the midst of sailing or crashing.

Mol belng ones to wiite aricles, all | could think of
{when Eddie finds out | sald "Yes" to Rom) was Olkver
Hardy berating Stan Laurel with, "Well, this is another
fing mess you've golten us into.” On ihe other hand, |
also knew he'd be there, to help me get the job done.

Life isnt easy, and just having a partner doesn't
always make i fow better. In facl, s'he might even
make your life more complicated. We've been at oo
many "kdeal” weddings, straighl and gay, o know H's
true.

So, why do some relationships lasl forever, others
linger and then fall apar, and some never gel off the
ground? Actually we dont know!l We learned a long
time: ago, "Mever give advice, someone. may actually
follow i£.™ If It works, they'll take the credit for il; if it fails,
yoir'li get the blame.

"What's the difference between frue love and
herpes?"
"Herpes is forever![™

We smile because thera |3 & bit of truth o . How
many couples do you know that have been fogether for
10 years? 15 years? Or longer?

At the 1987 Kampmeeting: In Aptos, time was sel
aside on Sabbath afernoon, for & privale discussion
betwean the clergy and any “commitied” couples who
wished (o share thoughts.. The meeting included those
in long term relationships, those who had jusi started
dating, and others who were somewhers in belween.

Six or seven couples showed up and in many ways il
was an 'eye opener’ for the straight dengy wha attendad,
shorly after we stated basic informalion (our names,
years together, elc.), one of the clergy blatantly asked,
hiciw whe did itl & Kinship member immediately snapped
back, "Extremely well,*

Whe left i at thal, but the Kinship couples looked al
edch other, and thowght, "These people reéally need a
course in Sexclogy 101."

The other amazing revelation for us was that,
contrary to the church's admonition o s straight
couples = "Be yve nol yoked with unbellevers,” each of
the Kinship couples, including the long lerm ones,
started oul as a SDA mon-S04 pair,

A Ceremony of Commitment for & lesbian couple,
not from the United States, was held later that day. A
non-304A minister officialed and-a "wedding feast” was
held, We hope now, 12 years later, thai they and others
fromi that original group, are still a Fappy, loving couples,

Bince no two individuals are the same, no two
relalionships can be the same. Whal works for ong
couple, may nol always work for ancther.  However,
cartain things do seem to ring true in the long-lasting
relalionships  we've. encountered. ‘Here are 8 few
thoughts {0 consider;

« A good rejationship is not 5050, it is 1005100,

» Every good thing takes work.

» Leam to communicate. The silent reatment only
makes things worse — bul_.

Con't even let'it get to-ihat point.

Be generous with hugs and pralse,

Litite, unexpecied things can bring your pariner (and
you) great joy.

Leave a fiflle love note whers s/he is sure 1o find L

Bon't just wail io make a big splash on those once a
year events,

Discuss how the-day wanl for your pariner, On those
bad days, if s'he doesnT wanl bo discuss i, 8 big hug
and a‘tenderword may be they best thing you can

ive.

" Legam 1o listen 1o what your pariner s saying. Don'f
intermupl.

« Try never to go to bed without resolving differences.
But don'l keep your partner up all pight, untid she
agrees with your point of view. You might just be
wrong!!

« Complete trus! takes years to develop. And il can be
lost in a secand,

« Humor and patiance are essential virues.

# Leam o laugh'al your own foibles. You're not thal
perfect, either.

« Don't be afraid 1o admit you've made a mistake.

= Sometimes a good ory togetheris important.

= Choose a pariner whose allitude is posilive.

» If you can® cook, find someone who can; bul make
sure that you clean the dishes.

In their later yvears, the actors Jesslca Tandy and
Hume Cronyn only considered scripls in film or on slage
where boih would have major roles.

They had besn marriod for over 50 years when an
interviewer asked them for sage advice thal could be
passad on 1o younger couples. Their reply was: "What
binds you fogether is nol the mutusl ecstasy, but the
mutual crises that you overcoma, mutually.®

A parting thoughl, from-a source unknown (o us;

You can have sex without love,

You can have love without sex,

But, when you can share both with the
same person,

There's nothing like it in the warld. ¥

~ Bruce & Eddie

Finship Connection
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| just had an emal comversalion with a soul
who is trying desperately to be siraight. She told
me she was quile ready lo give up the “lesbian
lifestyle” and move on lo & frue Christian
commitment. Mow there are many things | could
have said and cerainly lols of things | thought.
But whal the dogs and | spent our ime discussing
as wa walked around the block that night was the
nature of this "lesbian Hifestyle™ thing. “What on
earth does thal mean?" asked the cocker spaniel.
"Duh,” | replied. No wander she thinks four footed
creaiures are smarker.

When | came out in 1972, the leshian festyle
in Venice included lots of brown fice, alfalfa
sprouts and stewed tomatoes. If THAT is what my
correspondent meant, well, | have o admit | am
glad | have moved on. | do remambar (he
moments when lesbian ifestyle meant baring your
breasts al some large gatherng. Well...| am
middle aged now and ming are mowving south. |
would never say | have not skinny dipped but | am
not, &t this moment ready o bare all in tha

Maybe parenting, preaching, working, walking
and swimming are taking up so much time | don't
have the insight to see wha! ft is People
Attempting Straight Ties (PASTS) are working so
hard 1o leave. | havent had a moment when
getting ready fo teach Sabbath School to see how
this s blasphemy., When | am womied aboul
John's surgery and family, | dont see wherg that
fits a Biblical prohibition, And | see Mike's
amazing tolerance for difference or Obed's humor
gnd care or David's extraordinary spidiually or
Valerie's rernarkable parenting patience. | don't
really understand why | would wanl to leave this
lifestyla. But, as the animals and the thifeen year
oid constantly lef me know, | am & ligfle denss.
Maybe you all could help me out here. ¥

Blessings;

Catherine

QS
A

Washinglon, DC Reflecting Pool. | was wondering
if lesbian lifestyle meant playing poaol in 8 bar. |
am uncoordinated and never could manage thal
anyway. Besides the mosi pool | ever played was
at the wake of a beloved mother-out-law of mine
and everyone else there was straighl,

These days my lesbian lifestyle consists of
sending ditties 10 Kinnet and Irylng to emulale
Lary Hallock's writing abilities. Maybe this

There has been an ongoing discussion on
KinNel about hugs ... aboul their imporance and
aboul how our cultures are so different In what
they've laught us aboul hugging.

Without scientific footnote 1o back up this
statement, here's somathing most of us consider lo
be a fact: hugs are necessary for good heaith

According to Kalhleen Kealing, author of The

Hug Therpapy  Book, hugs take many forms,

i

corespondent of mine was trying to say | should
give up the effor. There, of course are (he lesbian
mums: | just put in the garden and the lesbian
lifestyie compasted cow manure | just dug into the
soil. There: are the lesbian dishes walling 1o be
washed and the lesbian laundry that really should
b= too. | wonder il lesbian lifestyvie inciuded thal
trip fo Oshkosh fo spend & week with 24 thowsand
Pathfinders. | did try to look out for polential
Kinship mambers bid the one time | thought | saw
one, | was staffing the shower rooms (ah, now
that sounds like lesbian lifestyle) and didn think |
coukd just run oul the door shouling "Are you
sixteen and from Wtah?77". | wish we could have
had some signal 50 we could have had dinner
while in the midst of drum beating, plane flying,
song singing, lsundry loads and tomadoes.

Kinship Connection

depending on what you want 1o communicale,

A few examples inclede:

» The Bear Hug — ideal for two individuals of
disproportionale sizes and for saying. "You're
terrific,” or "You can count on me”,

= The A-Frame — Brief embrace deal for kittle-
known refatives and sitbuallons requinng a bit of
formality, All of the hugglng takes place above
the neck. This hug communicates polite caring
or detached warmth. Great for new huggers.

= The Cheek Hug - A tendér hug thatl can be
execuled sitting or standing. This hug says "I'm
somy you're disappoinied,” or ks Ideal (o share
joy or greef an elderly relative.

« Tha Group Hug — Great for good friends
sharing an aclivily or project. Group hugs
communicate supporl, security, affection, unily
and universal bajonging, ¥
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“ « « DON'T DISCUSS INTERIOR DECORATING!

HMEVER

MENTICN JUDY GARLAND, THE WIZARD OF ©OZ, AND

ABOVE ALL, RUBY SLIPPERSI
THE WRIST, WATCH THE WALRI

DOWMNI™

MO STREISANDI WATCH
BUTCH IT UP, TONE IT

Sound/fesl familiar? | hope each of you will enjoy the piece. And | hope you take a
few moments to write down some of your thoughts on "playing the role” If you'd
like to share those with your fellow Kinship members (and remember, being a
professional writer is NOT a prerequisite to either writing a letter to the editor
hor to writing a column/article), please send your words either by emall or by
‘stail mail' (see "Room for a View or Twe” on p. € for details.) ¥

Michael I. Roshm

In “As You Like It Shakespeare wrote, “All the
world's a stage, and all the men and women mensly
mayers: They have their exils and their entrances; And
one man in his time plays many pars,.. " [act |l, Scene
7. lings 138+)

All of us are familiar with the many paris that we
play during the different stages of lile, and the many
parts we play during any one stage of [fe; son,
daughter, spouse, parenl, parinar, sibling, frend,
colleague. Psychologist C.G. Jung noted that each role
requires a mask that is the image of oneself fabricated to
fit & particular role. Many Gays and Lesbians are forced
to be acutely, painfully aware of such role-playing, for
mosl of us have been—and still are-socially coarced 1o
“play it straight™ in arder to avoid being emotionally hurt,
or physically harmed, or worse.

| played that role--the straight role—successfully for
much of my lfe. | heard again and again the
romophobic jokes, gibes, and slurs told too freely and
comfortably among family and friends. And | played the
rote, the straight role; | listened, watched, leamed, and
remembered the truth hidden behind the social masks as
| hid behind my straighl persona. | was very careful 1o
watch what | said and did. | told mysalf, "For god's sake
don't discuss interior decorating! Mever mention Judy
Garland, the Wizand of Oz, and above all, ruby slippers|
Mo Streisand! Watch the wrist, watch the walk! Butch it
up, tone il dovwnl”

—%

"He's nice, bwl | dont waml him around the
children.® That's whal my cousin's husband fold me,
the *straight” one, abowt my brother, who is also gay! |
told myself, “Piay the role, the straighl role; listen,
watch, leam, and remember. Protect yourself.," While
playing the role, the siraighl role, | forgot that | hed
unintentionally submitted myself 10 "the tordure of &
thousand cuts,” litlle nicks -and slices which Though
directed al- others were egually simed al me, Slur
upon siur, hurl upon hurl, wound upon wound bulll up
in my mind-and hearl, | fell ke an oulcast, for | knew
that if family and friends felt about my brother and
others Itke that, they would desplse me too, for | was
"ope of them,” a fagool, a queesr. The gloom of a
fragmented sell often overcame me, and | carelessly
played the role, the straight role.

One day | gol & call from & friend; he said, “Mike, |
thought you should know that some Mmends are
spaculating on whether you are gay, they'ra gossiping
when you're absent.” "Thanks." | said. "I am gay, and
it's time loosay 50" and | did. | had had enowgh of
playing the tole, the damn:siraight role; | had Bstened
enough, walched enough, leamed enough, and
remembarad far mare than anough,

Now | don't play the straight rofe. Now | am rarely
able to listen, walch, and leam whal many people
really think behind their polite social masks, But | know
the whispers,. sneers, asides, a&nd innuendoes
continue, | siill see cerain looks in cerain eyes, and
cerain ways of turing away...the sllent reminders of
hidden inner thoughts and feelings. Even so, | am who
|'am and imvohee mysell in the world as |-am. Now | no
langer have a fragmented self. MNow | am whole, | no
longer "play it straight,” ¥

Edficfs nale! | heord thes glven as pad of the annus] pAEA shunch
service gt the Uindaran Unfversaiist Church ol Adingtan. (Virginla)
ond bocouse Mike s@id whal 've 50 often haam Kinship meambaers
saying, 1 eshed his permission ta prnl Il hire.

R T e e e s e — e T
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Region 1 - Boston's Samuel Pang was seen and
heard In Washington, DC al tha 1999 GALA
Choruses Leadership Conference & Singers Week-
end Closing Night Concert. During "Diversity” each
of the 50+ men gave his hometown, then afer
another verse each gave his occupation. Whan they
gat te the handsome Bostonian he proudly said:
*Gynecologist” and brought down the house. Several
of the Region 2 members wha ware In the acdience
were guesis of Denise Proulx, so gol to meet and
walch the awesome sign language interpreters

Regilon 2 — At the August 14 social gel together in
the Washington, DC area there were 10 women and
8 men - an absolule phenomenon! Everyone
enjoyed 8 lasagna dinner and old movies at Yolanda
& Joyee's home. » On Avgust 27 Leif led a discussion
on intolerance and forbearance, a chapler from the
book Amazing Grace. This vespers was enjoyed by
about 15 people sitling around the pool at Yolanda &
Joyce's home (yup, they hostjess] a [ol of the
Region’s events). » If you're In the DC area, join the
Region 2 people who have been getfing together
regularly after the services al Sligo each Sabbath for
lunch and fellowship,
Yolanda Elliott - YSE@compuserve.com

Region 3 -

Region 4 - Darin and Matt shared good news and
sad news. They just boughl their first home in SL
Paul. Congratulations! But they also just had to say
good-bye 1o their best friend, the woman who
introduced them fo each other. She died In
September. Our sympathy on your loss.

Reglon & — Dallas area Kinship siill meets regularty
twice a month for movie night and a potluck evening.
Aug Tth wa had about 15 at the meeting and wera
treated lo a deficdous meal at Van and A's lovaly
home. Lots of anfiqgues and neal knick-knacks and
also & surprise hobbyfinteres! education at the end af
the evening. » August 21, eight of us went to see the
movie TRICK and ate oul afterwards. « We had our
Labor Day Weekend Pool Parly on Sunday the Sth
The weather didn't tolally cooperate, bul no one
really seemed to mind, There were about 10 In
gtiendance. We ale “Hayslacks™ and Ilce cream,
Watched movies, swam, discussed what the group
wants to see happen in the fulure, and indlialed a
phonefemall buddy syslem,

Floyd Poenitz - Noydp@fash.net

Reglon 6 — Bryan recently finlshed his tralning as a
certified massage theéraplst and moved to Denver, =
Mike, Ben's pariner, gradualed from law school in
May, = Ben missed Kampmeeting this year because
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of a [ast minute job scheduling glitch! « Kevin (from
“down under”) visited Mike and Ben for 8 days In
August — a lovely fime was had by all. « Robby and
Brian visiled In August on their way to San Francisco
wheare Robby slarls faw school. « Vickie had her |af
knee replaced In Seplember and was home 3 days
after surgeryl « Three new people have joined
KinMet frarm the Lincoln, Nebraska area. Ben Xemana

Region T -

Region 8 - had a wonderful meseting in August &t
Hamy's In Alameda. We got reports about Kamp-
meeting from Karen, Damon, and John (both this
years and Hawaii's), = It looks like we're going to
have some new members as a8 number of people
have expressaed interest. \We look forward to meeting
them. » We mei at my home in Lodi Sepl 18. » In
Mov, and Dec. we will meet in Alameda. = Odl. is still
in the planning slages; we're hoping for something
close to PUC. » Region 8 meets third Sabbath of the
month at 2 p.m. for polluck, spiflual hour and
socializing. IW's always a delight. Anyone s more than
welcome to contact me al my email for futher info.
Roland Andersan - rolandea@jps.net]

Region 9 -

Region 10 -

Region (Lucky) 13 = Germany, This lefter came for
Kinship members from Stefan;

I'm a member of HAD e.V. (Regloin 13) and the
webmaster of our brand new site, I've got a note from
our president (Andrea Helnrdch) inday. She asked me
o give you some recent  information aboul us. Wall,
there are currenily just a few things of pubdic interest
botalk about:

We're round about 30 pegple now - nol much: at
all bt better than nothing, Aght? We're on the net for
a few days at hip:www had-ev.de/

This is our first try and s all German, I'm working
on the English pages so please, b patient. We have
at least wo official meefings per year (one durng
Springtime, the other in Autumn) and our next
mesting will be in Oclober (15.-17.) in & small village
near Kassel. The |55t meeiing was in Aprl {18 -18.) in
Rheine (a smaller city near the Dutch border) and we
had a great fime and good weather. The main goal of
our meelings is to swap experiences and Information,
to heip each other with current problams, and to talk
aboul bible related ems regarding topic #1 — Homo-
Eexuality

Your brather in Jesus,

Stefan Fietruska - steve@idbremen.de

LETS HEAE FEOM THOSE MISSING REGIONS NEXT TIME

e e R R e e e
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In 1988, the State of Texas execuled a woman
for & series of heinous muerders which she had

commitled when she was young. Whal made this
newsworhy was thal after being convicled, she found
Jesus,  Bhe converled o Christianity. Religlous
leaders from all over the country and from every
theological persuasion, appealed 6 Govemnor
Geomge W. Bush fo-stop the execution. He refused,
Durng the days leading up to the execulion, the story
was all over {alk radio,

Dennis Prager, & Jewish talk show host in
Southem California, pointed oul that Christians teach
that an evil man like Jeffrey Dahmer, could "find
Christ,” ask for forgiveness, and be welcomed into
heaven. But a wonderful man like Gandhi, whose life
and work was a blessing lo millions, would bum in
hell because he had rejected Jesus as his Saviour,

| recoiled at the total injustice of that docirine.
¥ot, as the program progressed, many callers
admitted that they believed this docirine. Some of
them were even prowd of such a bellef, They saw
nothing wnjust aboul the loss of grest men [ke
Gandhi.

The Adventist version of this doclrine is even
more - exclusive: not only musl a person be Christian
if they expect o make paradisa, they must nol have
rejected the special "Third Angel's Message.”

In spite of its popularity, this doctrine is not
Biblicat. The lopic &t Issue i pardon and
forgiveness. How does pardon work? Who gets to
go to heaven? - Can'you only gel there by using the
mame of Jesus? How do we guallfy, In God's ayes,
for paradisa?

When ever | want to know about what Christians
should believe, | stanl with the words of Jesus, His
words are the magnifying giass through which all the
rest of soripture must be inferpreted. You cannot
take a verse oul of Romans or 1 Cornnthians and
preach such and such if | does not agree with whal
Jesus says: You-cannol lake a verse out of Lewviticus
and preach this or thal unless it agrees with what
Jesus says, So what does Jesus say?

In Luke 15 Jesus 1ells the story of @ man with two
sons. The youngest boy took his shiare of his father's
wealth and weanl to seek his way in the world.. The
older son, steady and consistent, stayed home and
worked the famm.

The boy was inexperienced in the ways of the
wordd. Hea found plenty of friends who would help him
spend his money. Being unused to work, he lived
high and happy - till tha money ran out. All the
“riends” who had helped 1o spend his mongy
disappeared. Cold and hungry, he sought work with
a local farmer who put him in charge of the pigs.

Finally, Jesus says, the boy "came o himsel.”
Who knows how Jong it ook, bul one day. it davwned
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on him that he was in 8 pig pen.

Mow what does he do¥ He pgets up and heads
back {o his father. When he armives, he says “Father,
| have wronged vou terribly. | do nol deserve 1o be
yourson, | wauld lova to be your slave”.

Bt the father says - "Mothing doing. You wil not
be my slave, You are my sonl® He puls clean, new
robes on him and throws a huge party.

This story suggests that \here are (hren sieps to
galvalion. The first two are sleps the boy does
himseif. The iast one is the father's respanse.

First the boy recognizes that he has made a
mistake. Then he acknowledges that mistake 1o his
fathar, Then {he father throws a party. Salvation Is
no more complicated than that. Those who
would make it complicated have a hidden agenda
wiilch we will see shorly.

But Jesus didn'l end the story there. The young
runaway has come home, big brother never. lefl.
Evarybody's happy, right?

NOPEHN

Luke 15:26¢ records a bifter, angry older brother
who is resentful that Dad is throwing a party for the
runaway. He liked having Dad all to himself. As far
as he is concerned, his father OWES him. He has
eamed his place in this family by always daoing the
right thing.

How compare the relatlonship of the two boys to
thair father. The younger one knows he screwed up
and is grateful for his dad's mercy, The older son
believes thal he has made no mistakes and iz angry
because his dad s forghving. Reading the storny as
recorded In Luke, the tension bebwean the father and
older boy is palpable.

Wsing this parable then as paradigm, what aboul
the Jeffrey Dahmer/Gandhl problem? Does God
save evil people who say "l trust Jesus to save me®
before dying ¥

Saying "1 tnest Jesus" is @ classic dodge. | donl
confess anything. | den’t admit anything. | just say "l
trust Jesus®-and i3 over. No embamassment, no
shame.

Bul without confession to God, lhere i3 no
pardon, A person cannot live a life of evil then pull a
magic "l Trusl Jesus® rdp cord and floal gently Lo
heaven on-a cosmic parachule, | doesnt work that
way,

Mow paople will say “Remaember the thief an the
cross?  All he did was believe in Jesus" Bul look
loser,. He:recognlized the evil he had done. He
made an honesl assessment of the stale of his soul
and confessed-that he deserved ihe punishment he
was recelving. He does nol presume that heaven s
now  his destination.  Rather, he begged to- be
remembered. He was nol trying to manipulate
hirmself oul of punishment He knows how much ha
deserves 1o be consigned to hell and he begs for
mercy. And God, as always, is there with love and
BSSUTANCE.

Co deathbed confessions work?  YES| Butl the
confession must be genuine. And thal only God can
establish. Comfinusd an pags 13
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OF PARACHUTES AND PARDONS - conlinued from page 12

OK, so what about people who are just good?

Eanggnd people make paradise without the name of
ESUS

Gandhi is a good example. He was well aware of
his spiritual condition,. He gives an honest
assessment of his tiumphs and failures, He appears
to have accompiished the two steps which are the
human part of the pardon equation, But.. he was
familiar with the life and teachings of Jesus and
considered him a wise man. He did not, however,
accept him as God. Does that exclude him from
heaven?

Many Christlans will say a resounding “yes”™ and
they will quole Acts 4.12 as proof: "For thers is no
olher name, given among man where by we must be
saved.” There il is In black and white! Cnly (he
NAME of Jesus can save you.

They have to rip this verse right cul of conlext
Peter and John were on their way to temple when
they saw this man who had a crippling congenital
birth defect, bagging &t the temple gate. Peler knows
the state of his own finances so, instead of silver and
gold, Peler healed the man. Wow! The man gol so
excited he started running, jumping and shouting. Of
course a lot of people cam® over to see whal had
happened and when they recognized the man, they
iooked fo Peter and John for an explanation. What a
perfect opportunity lo preach. So Peier preached,
about 5,000 people believed, and the Temple Police
amesied Peter and John for disturbing the peace,

The nexd day the assambied Sanhedren brought
the. pdsoners before them,  The High Priest,
Caiaphas, asked "By whal power or by what name
did you do this? Note that was the question Peter is
answering. He was naol talking aboul how & sinner
gets to paradise. He was saying thal the authority for
salvation, rests only in Jesus, It is Jesus, he says,
who paid the penalty for sin and by the death on the
cross, gamed tha right o save whoever he chooses,
Puter is nol saying that if you don't claim the name of
Jesps you will not be saved, that is not the issue,
What he is saying is that Jesus is the active, visible
person of God who'is &t work saving the world.

50 can's person who does not claim the name of
Jesys be saved?

What was Jesus' response to the Roman
Centurion, a heathen, He was apparenlly very
spiritual and had respect for the religions of other
people.  MNow when Jesus healed the Centurion's
servantlover, he didn't say, "Ch by the way, do you
believe that | am God? 'cause, f you don'l, | camt
help you "

Mo, he healed the young man. He then turmed to
the crowed and praised the Centurion's faith,

Ancther example of Jesus in action: Jesus met a
woman at Jacob's Well Because she was a
Samaritan, she was a considered a heathen by the
Jews. Chrstlans today would consider her outside of
God's grace because of her many husbands and
lovers. Bul what did Jesus do? He talked with her

and lnwvited her o pariake of Iving waler, In spite of
her past, Jesus still loves her and she gels scared.

Mofice whatl she says:

"Cwr Fathers worshipped on this Mountain
but you Jews say that Jerusalem is the place
lo worship” What in the world is she talking
about?

She s frying to muddy the conversation with
docirine. Rather than deal with God on-a personal
level, she hides behind dogma. Doctrine and dogma
gre the shuff which people use 1o separate
themselves into religions, denominations and sects.

Jesus. rejects the concepl of denominations
(redigions). He says: (John 4:21) "Belisve me,
woman, a fime is coming when you will warship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem...”
In othér words, all the petty disagreements thal make
for separation don't count. He's saying thal where
and how you worship I8 NOT importanl. So what
does Jesus think is imporant? [verse 23) ".the
lime is coming and has now come, when the e
worshipers will worship the Father in spirt and trulh

It is- not cerain words or saying "l believe in
Jesus® |l is not aven "believing in Jesus" thal is
required. It iz having a spinfual connection to the
Father and & sincere love of fruth.

Jesus does lalk about using his name. Bui what
does he say thal it gels you? MNOTHING.

"Many will say 1o m2 on thal day, ‘Lord, Lord, did
we nol prophesy in your name, and in your name
drive oul demons and perform many miracles? Then
‘Ijl'-;g;leﬂ them plainly, ‘I never knew you," "[Matthew

There was NO RELATIONSHIP. There was no
spirilual connectlon, They wem busy prophesying
and fighling ‘evil and working miracles. They were
busy USING the pame of Jesus rather than gotting Lo
know the man,

In John 10:16, Jesus: zays "l have other sheep
who do not belong {o this fold." Cleary there are
people who are not Christians who are followers of
the good shepherd. They may not say the "Chnstian®
words. They may not even know about Jesus, but
they hear the Good Shepherd's voice calling o their
spirit and they respand with gratifude and love,

There is a T-shirn which shows bwo boys — ong
black, one white — hugging and smiling &t the
camerd. The caption reads: "Mobody s born a bigot.”
This concept that you must be & Christian and
believe in Jesus i just another form of bigotry. Jesus
does not wanl us bullding walls of separallon. He
does not wanlt us designing ways {0 keep people
Bway,

Will there be those in heaven who are nol
Christians? Yoo bell Much 1o the hatred of the
legalists of his day and the fundamentalists of today
85 well, Jesus: came preaching a gospel of
INCLUSION!, He sought to bring everyone. There is
no magic password, no cosmic parachule,

Jesus taught that love, nol 8 name, was the
difference, a love thal was active nol just wonds.

IU's nol whal you say, [t's whial you do, ¥

[Ritch Barren writes from Southern California,]
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. Heyl They didn't tell me they | So kit i hiow they
' were going to do THISH ]I felt with my comeras
e e PIEEE snapping their

n e  femk pictures all week!

"A Rose Between Two Thorns”
Charlene, Doug, Rom
(How many chins do YOU count?)
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NEXT MONTH
¥ Mission (fields, statements)?
¥ The Vanity Falr “Froust
Guestionnaire”
: W CONNECT — the book

Kevin Rabe & Denise Proulx
from
Australia & Virginia

¥‘ll-_li_hllii E@ddgddF

They discovered their sign languages were different, - ¥ Coming Out

¥ OWl's

¥ Toronto update
Changing of the Guard : ¥ IMEU

- W The Washington Fest 100
word challenge
- ¥ How did they change because
of us?
¥ AND MORE

Ben Kemena & Rom Wilder
- photo taken when Ben
was visiting Washington,
DL in 1998,
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Isansee, Rik. Love Between Men: Enhancing
Intimacy and Keeping Your Relationship Alive. Los
Angeles: Alyson Publications, 1880.

Isensee, Rik. Are You Ready? The Gay Man's
Guide to Thriving at Midiife, Los Angales; Alyson
Publications, 1998,

Isensee’s books (along with the first “Reclaiming
Your Life; The Gay Man's Guide to Love, Salf-
Acceplance and Trusl™) are a good core for any gay
man's “self-help” collection, |sensee obviously has
experence, both as a gay man and as a therapist
(icensed social worker), and wriles wall,

In "Love Between Men,® Isensee begins with the
question, "OK, s0 you're sexually altracted to your
lover, and you share many of the same interests,
What's nexd?" The first section, *Resolving Confiicts.”
is parliculaty valuable because |t deals with many
issues that many men genarally, and paricularly those
in 8 dosed refigivus subculiure, have nol had a lot of
experence dealing with: listening, expressing feelings,
solving problems, dealing with conflict, Internalized
homophobla, gay relationships, and male socialization.

The sacond section deals with “Making It Work™ —
dealing with differences (from cultural to affection in
public), sexual communication, monogamy/open
relationships, dealing with families of orgin, and AIDS,
He concludes with @ seclion on “Seeking Help® -
that it is OK to seak outside help through couples
therapy, and specifically dealing with sexual com-
pulsions, subsiance abuse, and physical abuse. The
beok ends appropriately with a chapler on what to do il
it doesn work out — how o end a relationship and
move on. The epilogue deals with-a crucial issue for
many — how 1o develop intimacy,

OUT OF THE PAST (1998; 65 minutes)

This documeniary is now avallable on video 1o renl
from your local video store or purchase {under 530)
through Amazon.com. A history of gays and our
righis, this video deliclously judaposes a story of 8
tegnage girl (who ruffles the fealhers of the itah
conservatives all the way to the State Legisiature by
starling a Gay Straight Alliance in her high school) with
some of the lesser known gays of history.

I highly recommend this book for any gay man in a
refationship or wanting fo develop one. Il could well
serve as foint reading matedal for many gay men
wanting o develop thelr relationship.

*Are You Ready?" builds on lsensea's earfer
works (although it can be profitably read withoul having
seen the others), and s specifically geared loward men
in midlife, This i5 8 particulady valuable contribution as
there is very lillle available with this combination of
concepts. In & subculture ofien dominaled by youth, &
book outfining the life tasks and beauty of midiife for
gay men is particulary welcome. To guole Dante.
"Midway through life's journey, | went astray from the
siraight road and found mysel in a dark wood.”

In this book, Isensee draws on the life experiences
of a diverse group of gay men., The author befieves
that rather than withering al midife, it is tme to thrive,
afthough It means many changes for the life traveler as
he works throusgh his midlife lasks. He deals with
slereotypes, reaching closure wilh the youthful identity,
recovery, ‘the inner bulch and the inner fairy,* body
image, dealing with our shadows, physical and sexual
changes, sex and dating, how relationships change
over time, creating families, loss and mortality,
meaningful work, mentoring, and so much mods,  He
concludes with a chapter on gay men as shamans,
tricksters. and wounded healers.

A truly wonderful book,

and highly recommendad, ¥

Harvey Brenneise
East Lansing, MI

It telis of the angst of many who contribufed to the
history of our nation, though their stories haven't been
fully told, people such as Bayard Rustin who omanized
the civil rights march for which Marfin Luther King, Jr.
is 50 famous. It tefls of these people in an interesting,
informative way, sharing things most of us can relate
to. If you haven't seen this, | encourage you lo ‘get
thee to thy local video store’ and rent It W
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31|  This calendar needs to be filled with the events in your lives that matter. Please send in

your names (pseudonyms accepted), dates of birthdays, anniversaries, and other dates to

_ celebrate — past or upcoming ... send them for ALL months!

Regional Coordinators — Your upcoming events can go here also.

: Picture yourself attending the
Firet Kampmeeting of the New Millenniut,

watching the sunrise overlooking the ocean,
on the big island of Hawaj;

The program will include: Sunrise Devotionals
averlooking the ocean, Yega, Hawaiian Culture,
Stargozing 9400 feet up a veleano, and

workshops on individual, community, and spiritual
relationships. Organized free time octivities are
structured to allow our Kinship family to
experience our Hawaiian adventure tog -

As planning progresses, we will

keep you updated. mfnkz your reservations soon
as there are a limited number of spaces
available.

This year's Kampmeeting will be a very special
one. Don't miss it

This year's Kampmeeting will be a renewal of our

Einﬁhj;p spirit. We are planning to of fer %
ograms to strengthen the closeness and inner

spirituality that has always been the force

behind the success of Kinship as an organization.

When I attended my first Kampmeeting I was
struck by the ww:“ the Kinship n'l.arnb"!;rs
treated each other. It wos os if T had known
these people all my life. I was awed by the
experience. My goal as this year's
Kampmeeting Coordinator is to recreate

that memory.

Kakini Oceanside Retreot isa

perfect place to accomplish that goal. Hal Jobe
The rural beauty and natural harmony of the _Hawali 2000
retreat lends -.:LW to programs de.:rgn:d ¥ Kampmeeting Coordinator
encourage personal growth and foster #

development of closer relationships -

within our Kinship family.
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21" ANNUAL S.D.A. KINSHIP KAMPMEETING

July 30 — August 6, 2000
Kalani Oceanside Retreat near Pahoa, HI (on the big island)

MName(s) Streef Address A
Cily Slate £IP Phone
Preferred roommalte(s) c-mail address

Please select one of the following room types. Rates include 7 night’s accommodations and meals.

. Lodge double/triple occupancy (per person) shared bath: $375.00 5
12 doisble rooms & 6 riple roorms avatlahle
B. Lodge double occupancy (per person) private bath: $400.00 5 Sold Out
3 rovans with | ogueen bexd amd 2 roomms with 2 twin beds available
C. Lodge single occupancy: S$300.00 S Sold Oui
I room with o dowuble bed availnble
D. Cottage double occupancy (per person) private bath: $675.00 5
E ropms with 1 doable bed and 1 twin bed available
E. Airport transfers are available only from the Hilo airport; §15,00 5
Total Charges: 5

Down payment based on the payment plan you've chosen from the list below:  §

Please select one of the following payment plans by placing a (X) next to your choice,

1 £50000 down then one half on September 1, 1999 and December 1, 1980,
2 S100.00 down then one half on February 1, 2000 and Tune 1, 2000,
o £75.00 down then one third on Octeber 1, 1999, February 1, 2000, and June-1, 2000,
4, £50000 down then ten equal monthly pavments starting September 1, 15999, Credit carnds only,
< Full payment noow.
Check enclosed made out to SDA Kinship.
Please charge my MasterCard or Visa per the payment plan | selected.
Card # - - -
Expirationdale_ Signature

If payment in foll is made by December 1. 1949 you may deduvct $20.00 from your Kampmeeting fees. Hoom rales will
increase by 325.00 per person for reservations made after Janoary 1, 2000. Cancellations after March 1, 2000 will result in
forfeiture of all fees paid. In an effort to make this Kampmeeting more affordable Tor all atiendees, Kinship s covening
approximately 23% of the cost of Lodge rooms.  Therefore, we are unahle o affer acholarships as i years past. The facility 1s
in i rural area south of Hilo, HI, and only has acconmodations for 73 people, The nearest motel = more than 20 miles away,

Comfirmation and additional information will be sent to persons registering by June 15, 2000, Pre-payment of Kampmeeting

fees is required. Rooms are assigned on a first come first serve basis. Amounts guoted are in US currency. Registration is for
the entire week, If you need sccommodations in Hawaii due to carly arrival or late departure please contact the conference
center wl BOO-065-7R28. All other questions please call Kinship at 949-248-1299 or ¢-mail to SDAKinship@aol.com, To learn
more about Kalan Oceanzide Retreat please visit their web site at woww kalani.com.  Mail completed torms to;

SDA Kinship
PO Box 7320, Laguna Niguel, CA 92607



