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Who we are...

Seventh-day Adventisz Kinship International, Inc. is s suppart groug which ministers to the
spiritues], emaconal, social, and physical well being of Seventh-day Adventist leshians, gay
e, bhiseoals, and their families and friends.

SDA Kinship facilitates and promotes the understanding amd affirmation o
homosexual and hisextal Adventists amnng themsehyes and within the Seventh oy
Adventist community through edueation, advocacy, and reconcilistion

Founded m 19746, the nonprofit organistion was mocrporated in 1981 and has o bogrd of
15 offscers and 10 regional coordinators. The current list of members and friends inckides
wel] over a thowsand people in 16 eountries

SDA Kinship believes the Bible does not condemn, or even mennon, homosexu-
ality a8 a sexual orentation, Ellen G, White does not parallel sny of the Rible ewts,
which are often used to condemn homosexuals, Maost of the anguish imposed wpon
God's children who grow up gay or ledbian has its roots in a misunderstanding of
whear the Bihle sy
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{Editor s mote: Kyle is a psevdenvm for 8 Kinship
member. With his permission, Kyle has alfowed ug ro
reprint his stery, As mueh an possibde, Kyles story isfn kis
owen wearis. )

*God! Ivean't be troe, itcan't el™ 1 whispered, in
intense pain and trying to keep my sobbing from being
heard. I was in the bathroom of the home of 2 fine
Adventist gouple — almost 3 second set of parents.
However, they had just shown me Romans | — con-
demning homosexualicy. Thar was devastating o o
sixteen year old hoy whose abjects of affection were
male. Itseemed o naweal, yo wonderful, snd now i
wis so wrong? Can't be, CAN'T BE! ... As | desper-
ately sought 2 way out, it occurred to me: didn't I see
the movie of Christine Jorgensen, one of the early
transsexunls? Ah HA! 1 must be a female being
trapped in a male body! 1.can’t be one of those “evil
and perverted” homosexuals — despite my obyious
attraction to males.

At the time, | did not completely appreciate my
self-deception. It was ironic considering Romans 1
talks about trading the truth for a lie. But I was 50
desperate! And it wasw ironie chac the same friend who
wntroduced me to gay sexual experiences also intro-
duced me to a local Adventist church and this wonder-
ful Adventist couple. This couple befriended me,
showed the better side of Christianity, bur quite
ingdverténtly, helped send me on 3 strange personal
journey with respeetr to my sexual identity. Despite
these personal internal conflicts, T did find Gad in 2
small rural Adventist church. 1 bucked my non
religious family to join a little known denomination —
and diseover o marvelous Jesus who loved me so much,
My friend moved away as my Fragile Chrigtianity got
off the ground. T lost contact with him, but never lost
contact with my Jesus. During my senior year in high

- God Loves

K 7le’

All of Me:

school, I became extroverted and a bit fanatical as |
shared my Adventist faith. The other smudents took it
in remarkable stride and sctually started to include me
in their circle a2 the resident *fundamentalist”. T was
making friends — more than one st a time!

The same Adventist couple encouraged me to go to
an Adventist college. I went. 1 had a marvelous time
ind ook advantape of the spiritaality offered by a
parochial eollege, 1 sull quietly had erushes on many
guvs but never acted on them (didn't want to have
anything to do with such "evil™), In spite of my con-
neceion with Jesus, T was still a bit insecure. My social
skills were new and clumsy. There were still parts of
myself that 1 did not like — maybe even hazed. And |
tHdn't dress the best or ke care of myself like |
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“There were still parts of myself
that I did not like. "
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should. Graduarion came and | was worried about
getting 4 job, Interviews were difficulr. 1 didn't look
like someons who anyone weold Tike o hire.
Graduating from college, T wene 1o work for the
Adventist denomination at a conference office, | was
pleased — an opportunity to work for the chorch — o
bold my Ffirse real job! Yet, 1 still didn’t take care of
mysell and it was naticed, My inrerest in clothes was
minimal and my hygiene was not the best, My boss
literally had to have o talk with me abour it 1 had a
“secret pal” give me some tes (kind Indies at che office
rr.'.al]j.-' 111.411“[ ek My crishes landed on one VETY
handsome fellow who probably wondered why 1 was so
triendly. Internally I was hghting myself. | desper-
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grely wanted a man, desperately! But how? | can't he
gay! Then an a ralk show I saw another transsexual;
Canary Conn. 1 started doing research on
transsexuality. | bought books and went o librarvies —
I even went to the library in Loma Linda. T became
convinced of what I nesded to do i 1 wae ta have peace
ond happiness: o sex change. Feeling torn and helpless,
I sent a letter to my parents exploining my intent. My
mather reacted violently and phoned me hysterically
erying — she did not want her beautiful son vo be
mutilated, Hur my internal struggles just wouldn't po
away! The amotionsl pain increased.

Fventually, | guit denominational employment for
a secular job. I began to consider a master plan of
“what | should be." Unforrenately, the deception 1
got myself into grew increasingly complicated. |
despised my male parts, yet usod them in fantasies, 1
hated my face 50 1 grew my hair long to look female. 1
tried dressing as & female, but it did not bring me
peace. | even started estrogen hormone treatments,
When would 1 feel betrer about mysell? Wasn't |
supposed to look forward to the change? Yet, the
deeper my attempts at self-deception, the less satisty-
ing it became. | was propping up a delusion that ook
mere and more of my energy. [ tried to manipulate my
gmotions, manipulate my friends and family — and
even manipulate God.

I got lucky, An understanding lady doing clec-
tralysis on me put me in contact with o transsexual. It
was interesting to see reality, The lady, bless her, was
worried sbout me. She was particularly worried thas
my counselor did not seem to be probing my inner sell.
She had me contact another excellent counselor — the
same one that was counseling my neéw transsexual
fricnd. He started probing in certain emotionally
sensitive areas. It was not easy — 1 said "OUCH!™
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“I could not fully accept that I
was gay, but I knew I was at-
tracted to other men. "
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often. Slowly, I saw flaws in my logic, laws in my
perceptions, and flaws In my false peace of mind. The
delusions came crashing down around me,

I could not fully accept that ['was gay, but I knew 1
was attractéd to men. I stopped going to the counselor
because of my fear. What else might be uncovered? |
was miserable and the pain continued. 5o, | made
another bargain with God: T'll marry and have a child
like God would want me to, night? And I'll just stmply
control this lirtle artraction 1 have for men while [ live
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with o good female friend. Right? Just praise: God for
attractive men and never act on itl Right?

I became an elder of a local Adventist church
congregation. | enjoyed being acvive in my local
chureh. T made new friends. My sacinl life was netive,
I rraveled and upheld the Seventh-day Adventist faith
(maybe o bit ron rigidly at tmes). OF course, my sexuai
pressures increased. My isolation mereased. And my
self-directed hatred continued to intensify. 1 did have
one friend, Dave, that | could confide in — a straight
mian and 1 good Christan. Finally, | had to talk to
someone and 50 1 had Pave over to my home aftera
church funeton. | wandered over unreloted conversa
tion topics befare my frusteations boiled over, 1
confessed to Dave that 1 was gay, and started sobbing
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"I asked God to control my gay
nature and send me a wife. "
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uncontrollably, He reached over, pur his hand on me
and said very simply, “God loves vou!" The power of
that tender human touch extended to one who felr
morally filthy, and the promise that God still looked
kindly upon me was a tremendous combtort. Dave kept
my secret and gave me as much sHppart as he could.

OF course later on, | wanted to just forger it sbout
the whale thing! So despite my revelation to Dave, ]
decided to keep my pact with God, [ jomned “Adventist
Contact” and dated a few women, But the relation-
ships never-seemed to ger anywhere. And it was nerve-
wracking trying to rreat my dages as more than friends.
I never succeeded (uh, can we get physically affection-
ate tamorrow?), Evenrmally, my obsession was redi-
rected into having 3 son and being a father. Tso much
wanted 4 son! Please God, give me a son! Butof
course, I had ta have a wife 1o do that {2 minor degail},
I actually contacted a beautiful female physician and
we got along quite well over the phone. But when we
mvet it was 25 if she became an utter seranger — cool
and distant. She seemed to sense in me thar [ would
not be a good mate for her. 1 was rejected by her and
it genuinely wounded me.

1 asked God to control my gy nature and send me
awife. Send mea wife! Lord, you can do it! Please!
This pleading became routine over several years. By
naw, | wos almose 40 yesrs old. T decided to start
adoption procedures to bypass the “wife part” and find
me 1 son, | thought adoption wauld be no problem
since my job paid well and 1 could be 3 "good pro-
vider," "iud.dunli. | was labd off from my job, my car
broke down, and new job prospects appeared dismal,
For a vear, | had ao permanent employment, My
prospects for adapting o son vanished.




I became quite ill with a strange disease that left
my legs with a bad rash and extreme pain walking, I
was also depressed and felr very lirtle reasan to live.
Fartunately, the local Adventist singles groop kept a
watch on me. | was fading but their caré pnd artention
kept me going. | became so weak and debilitated that [
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“I became so weak and de-
bilitated that I couldn’t
evenwaitch TV...”
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couldn't even wateh TV and had to force myself 1o eat.
Only my enjoyment in reading novels kept my interest
in life going. It was ironic that the Adventist singles
group did have one attractive gay man as 2 memher,
but we did NOT ger along with each other. Despite
this, | learned from this fellow and interestingly, my
homophobia fracoured slighely, 1 noticed that though
this guy could be opinionated and inconsiderate, he
was hasically "normal.”

I bargained with God again. Alright God, 1 gpuess
the only recourse for me is 1o be celibate and alone,
right?

My life gradually started ro improve. My health
returned and [ landed & wonderful joh working for the
Adventist denomination. For three years, 1 worked 70
to 80 hours a week — something 1 had never done
before. And yes, it was partly the nature of the work
— but it was also another way to escape. My social life
became non-existent, my activity in church shriveled. 1
gained weight and stopped bothering to take care of
myself (though my hygicne was better!), My seli-
loathing never disappeared.

Omne day, | discovered a “muscle man™ website on
the Interner. It was pleasant, Then, 1 discovered other
websites — gay websites. Why not peek ar the gay
websites — just o peek. Sex? Well, 1 really shouldn't
but...I became addicted. 1 looked and had to have
some pictures of gay sex. | spent so much time op it
that sometimes I saw the sunrise afrer “just peeking”
all night. But | promised God | would give it up —
any day now — burt can't Tlook acjust one more, and
one more; and. ...

My body rebelled against me in another frighten-
ing digabilicy. 1 thought this wasa judgment from
God. After all, why should sameone in their esrly 40%
have cardiac problems? 1 begged God o forgive me of
my gay passions and heal me. And to my utter surprise
| was healed and praised God because of it! My doc-
tors expected me to be somewhat erippled — 1 wasn't, 1
did have to make changes in my lifestyle but my health
returned fully. T was cured!

@)
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But back home again, my obsession with gay sex
materials recurned. I found mysell again sneaking
peeks at gay sex websites. More and more, [ was
addicted to images of gay sex. Even Sabbath became 3
day to surf the pornographic websites and play games
— with an occasional break to go to church (late, of
course). Oddly enough, leaving home on Sabbath was
the healthiest thing I did for myself — éven iFit meant
going to buy treats at the local mall. | was approach-
ing a low paint.

My prayer lif¢ had not been good cither — though
it scill exssted. | hecame more withdrawn and formal in
my prayers. [ did still cling to Jesus though my grasp
seemed weak. 1 wanted to love and be loved! | wanzed
a eompanion! But I couldn’ have one, eould I? In
utter frustration and desperation | finally asked God
for a mate, 2 male one! That was ridiculous, wasn't it?
Didn't God say “wilfe™ and NOT “hushand™: But I had
a sense that even though I was having difficuley, the
Locd still regarded me as His. And | wanted a way out
— ant that would bring me peace and reconciliation.

This pasr Easter, | endured o particularly bad dav.
My friend Diave phaned. He asked me something
about the Internet since | was a “computer goy.”
Then, to my surprise, Dave tatked abour an elder in his
church whe had raken sexnal advantage of a2 disabled
man. | started shaking as I listened to the'story. It
seemed like s replay of events so long ago. | had to
share more with Dave! Again, 1 poured oot my heart
e Dave, We were botly amazed ac his timing. And
again, Dave went on to reassure me of God'’s love, |
took this providential conversation to mean that God
did indeed love me and mayhe, just maybe, God might
ATEWET WY prayer,

After | had gotien off the phone with Dave (who
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“I got a Kinship pamphlet and
started reading it There were
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had prayed for me), T felt much better. [actually felt
loved by the God Almighty! My sexual orientation
started to become less of an enemy — that finding a
mate was i real possibilivy! Dave had given me 2 book
called *The Mormal Christan Life;"” by Watchman
Nee, Dave said it would get my “Christian journey”
going again — | had to find the book. I had done
nothing with the book for quite some time and had not
even put it in my bookshelf. It wessomewhere in my
incredibly messy living room and 1 didn’t even know if
[ could find ir. But | took only a few steps in my hiving
room and there it was — on the arm of o chair!
Hmmm), was soméone trving b eell e acalm.'thing.: |
scarted reading ic and found [ could only read about

CEnnetien = lmurrg'Hismaly 1HIY



one chapter at a time, | felt spiritual stircings that 1
lind not felt im0 very long time.

I rried to look up hemaosexuality in the lbrary
hoping the librarians and other patrons would not
notice’ 1 devored alor of energy trying to find all of
the Ellen G, White references on the subject. 1 only
found twe and they were not very helpful! In Frostra-
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“I got a Kinship pamphlet and
started reading it”
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tion and with my crediv card, T wene to the Adventist
Book Center and spent 5200 on the EGW CD-ROM
set that has ¢very publishesd Ellen White book in it! |
found three references. The third reference looked
like tr was pasted in as an afrerthought to the Adventist
Chorch Manwal. The references did not help and were
trrelevant. [ went to the larger book stores to ¢xamine
gay resource materinfs. Bur 1 was still scared chat
people might think I was gay! How do vou look at
“that section” and NOT be identified as pay {or did
anyone really carel?

| went back to the Internet instéad, and looked up
Kinship — desperately resching out fo an organization
that | had onee despised. | ordered a pamphlet from
them, Then on the Internet, I found an “online”
bookstore and started ordering books on homosexualicy
topics: One book, “The Battle for Normaley™ painted
gays-as so neerotic and pitiful that they couldn’t cross
the street without 3 nervous breakdown, But other
books were more pseful and T was ready to read and
learm,

1 gova Kinship pomphlet and started reading i,
The author was not éxacely perfect in what he repre-
sented but he did show eracks in traditional Biblical
interpretations. Hope was coming through. T decided |
really needed to visita gay bookstore: [ looked up an
address and went there the first weekend of May. 1t
was 8 beautiful day, T was surprised to find myself in
the middle of 0 “goy communicy!™ Though why [ was
surprised | did not knew, Where else would o gay
bookstore be? | finally found the gay bookstore and
entered it. There were books about all sorts of gay-
related topies, It was difficulr to focus on the books
around me. [had an oveérwhelming urge to leave,
NOW! Lates, [ learned that gay bookstores-are oben
where gay people meet on “dates.” 'm glad | did not
know that then. In my state of mind then, I would
have had a difficult time resisting temptation — and |
was not ready! [ lef the bookstore and went down the
street, | savored some fat free ice cream while adimir-
ine all the rainbows,

Curiows aboot the local ares, T walked down the
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street poticing everpone (sneaking past a gay club after
casting furtive glances). | walked down to a nearby
patk. There were many gay men. [ felt exhilarated
seeing them all doing rather normal things. T was nor
alone! 1 saw well kept dogs and even 2 cat. There was
a gay couple holding hands — 1 fel a twinge of envy. |
wits able to smile — reolly smile! A smile that came
from deep within, a smile that said, “Someone interest-
ing is living in here,” — and a smile that loved the
world in general. | saz under a tree, pretending some-
one woold come up to me and say, “Where have you
been all my life?” A dog approached me and he wasn't
that friendly, oh well. T chockled to myself at my
romantic delusions, but my spirits soared. T left
reluctantly,

The next day | was able to interact calmly and
fntellizently with my coworkers. I seemed to be more
at peace with myself. It was a nice feeling and 1 made a
mental note of it. One Friday evening, T called Dave
and told him about my experience. Dave wasn't that
enconraging and started talking about “change minis-
tries” — especially about one where he fived, 1 rold
him about the problems that change ministries have
had {problems like the leaders falling in love with each
other), Also, for someone my age, it wonld be optimis-
tic, to say the least, for me to be able to change, He
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“When I hung up the phone, I
felt strangely oppressed. What
was the matter?”
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said, “Oh," but still thought T should check these
programs out: | was shaking for some strange reason
as we talked about some of the Bible verses abowt
homosexuality and some problems with them. He did
point out Paul’s famous verse about men and women
teading natural relations for unnaroral — good old
Romans | again — and the “promise” that some would
be cured. Wasn't that encouraging? 1 did not want ta
disappoint Dave, | told Dave that he could send me
their pamphlet and I would send him the Kinship
pamphler, When I hung up the phone, [ felt strangely
oppressed. What was the matter?

That night dragged on endlessly, Finally, | gotup
and wondered simlessly around my apartment trying
shake a real depression as the sun was beginning to
rise. What was wrong? Why was | feeling so un-
sertfed? Wasa't 1 being logical? Hadn't | looked at
everything? Wasn'r I being honest. Wasn't 1 — .7
Right then and there 1 brake into uncontrollable sobs
and intense emotional pain. | grabbed my head and
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curled up into a lictle ball. I blinked away the tears,
totally confused. What was happening?

The following Sabbath morning, I went to church
and listened to the sermon. The sermon seemed
intercsting. The Bible seemed more interesting than |
last remembered it. The church seemed more interest-
ing. 1 went home and | continued to reading and
review basics abour the Christian life which had grown
dim. T had a couple mare crying spells which T did not
understand.

I decided to write a letter to Diave pouring out my
heart, 1 pointed out that | never had “natural rela-
tions” with a woman so how could T have traded them?
Also, changing my nature would be akin to ripping out
my heart: The final part of my letter summed up my
plight and determination quire well: *But | cannot and
will not continue 4s 1 have been, I am suffering far too
much — and have been for far oo long for it to con-
tinue .... | muost have resolution! T must have the truth!
| must reject shallow interpretations from all sides® 1
must follow Jeses in all things e wants! 1 must be
whole " 1 pur in the Kinship pamphletr wich the
letter and mailed it

One otherwise uneventful day, I went to a local
shopping mall. T was actively aware of my self and
surroundings, and felt a peace | have rarely experi-
enced. 1 noticed everything {yes, even the men — but
sexual desire way not paramount). [ felt connected to
everything — I felt so alive. T could like me! I eopuld
like my life! 1 went to ger a haircut and had a rather
“different™ experience than the one I normally had.
The hairdresser went out of his way to pamper me (he
cut hair IN my cars, for crying out loud!). I wondered
if he was gay and reacting to me {don’t really know but
the experience was pleasant!), Afrerwards, | went to &
huge bookstore and purchased two good books on sex,
Dy Ruths “Sex for Dummies," ind che lstest Kinsey
report, When I was checking them out, the salesclerk
was friendly. Was it because of what T was buyingr
Was he pay too? Or was it the fact thut he and the
hairdresser sensed thac | was at peace with myself?

As time progressed, I found myself easily brought
o rears. | was “feeling,” Small but imporant things
started happening. When 1 asked someone, "How are
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“As time progressed, I found
myself easily brought to tears.”
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vou?” [ renuinely wanted to know, | wis so much
maore comfortable with myself that others notieed,
One day, Tinadvertently bumped into a licele girl and
sadd as [ briefly touched ber head to prevent furcher
collision, “Excuse me, darling.” She replied cheerily,
*That’s sleight.” What was interesting abour that

exchange was that I called her “darling” — NOT my
normal mode of address but it made a liedle girl feel
good and 1 felt pood. Strangers started talking with
me. | got warm smiles from a variety of people.
Something was happening. I was changing for the
herer!

[ started buying clothes — fashionable clothes. In
fact 1 started to visit clothing stores regularly just to
look over the fashions — this from someone who
bought clothes only when the old ones were falling
apart! 1 bought a new sunit, matching shirts and ries —
the first in aver § years. | started to comb my hair
berrer. | even started pulling stray hairs from my
evebrows and mustache. | noticed thar when 1 smiled,
I had a small dimple. A forty-something year old man
FINALLY realizes he has a dimple! Dimples —a
feature 1 love on men was something T actually had!
Had 1 hated myself so much that I never noticed? |
was committed to taking care of myself — [ felt I was
worthy of taking care ofl And Lstarted walking and
talking to God everyday.

I called Dave one Thursday because 1 wanted to
peepare for Sabbath properly. We talked a bitand he
was encouraging about the positive changes in me,
Dave said he was no longer “worried about me” since
he thought our minds ran in “similar tracks” (although
not entirely), Dave was trying to help by pointing out
“my options,” but | got upset with the suggesrion of
these “oprions.” Sabbath came and the mental anguish
and crying spells occurred again. T hegan to dread the
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“ I had actually had prayed a
prayer that upset my life. "
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next Sabbath.

1 kept reading the “The Normal Christian Life.”
There was a passage about people who didn't dare pray
certain prayers for fear of upsetting their comfortable
yet empty lives, That hit bome and brought tears to
my eyes — | had actually had prayed a prayer that
apset my life. But I felt led by God — and seemed o
have evidence of God% hand in my journey. That made
me feel better aboue my conrse. But stll why the
cTying?

As vet another weekend approached, | spoke with
Dave again. He was more sympathetic this ame and
was agtunlly impressed with my spiriveal growth — rhat
and the Faer that 1 was actually quoting things out of
the haok, T shared the passage of the book and he felr
much better shout my journey. But tension remained.

| became discouraged. 1 "surfed” the [neernet and
found some interesting references 1o “safe-sex”™ clubs,
T'hat went directly o my base nature! The weekend
came snd 1 HAD ro find out more sbout this club.
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The day was not sunny and | had a hard time locating
it. T finally arrived in front of the club — | went when' 1
knew it would nor be open — | just had to see it
When T actually saw it, its allure over me vanished. It
was just another townhouse among many — the club
wat in the basement. T morned and walked away, 1 was
not looking for promiscuity and rhis was not for me. |
was looking for love and affection. At lease | knew
that!

1 kept walking, 1avaoided the gay bookstore but
went into o small Fastfood restaurant next door: T was
readily charming and got a few smiles, | noticed a
straight couple — the guy was handsome. Mot wanting
to make him uncomfartable, 1 deliberately sur where |
would not be tempred o stare at him, This courtesy
had come unbidden to me. T was able to eat the best
black bean burrito ever in peace!

| returned to my car and started driving back with
the radio runed into che local Christisn station, A
song came on singing about the “mighty power of
Grod." 1 had o many mixed emotions literally atrack
me! Tt took an effort of will to fight off the powerful
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“Why, WHY? Then I realized
the answer: I was AFRAID of
God!”
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emations and keep driving to my nearby and empty
affice. | fumped out of my car, unlocked my atfice, and
laid on the sefa and uncontrallahly oried. Anyone
looking at me would have seen me in utter corment and
litcrally writhing, What was gomng onf Why had that
“safe-sex” club cempred mesof Why did 1 song sbout
“mighty pawer of God" hit' me so? Why, WHY? Then
I realized the nndwer: 1 was AFRAID of God!

I sat on the sofa stunned, T worshipped 4 God thar
had always shepherded me. Omne that cared for me
There were na stern parents saying [ had 1o join or
else,.. Now | wis afraid of a loving Father? In fact, |
didn’t even like osing the teem "Father.” Why was |
afraid? Tr wis because 1 assumed Gad wanted me to be
celibate — hénce lonely and miserable. For over two
decades | hpd tears come to my eves when-| thoughr of
my future —my lamely future. How dould 1 Aght the
Maost High God® Wias 1 not condemned 1o celibacy?
Was it not unlike 3 prison septence? [ had quite
unintentionally tarned God into 3 horsh Dhotator brom
which I had no recourse, no appeal... No wonder | had
endured these crving spells; | was grieving and mourn-

L.
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1 prayed. Talking to God about how | feared Him
helped immensely. Somehow the Father (and T was
able to use the rerm Father now) seemed less unbend-
ing and far more sympathetic to me, 1 shared this
personal revelation with Dave and he encouraged me.
He also said | should start reading my Bible a bit every
day. That was where God talked back 1o me. Oay, 1
thought, I'll do that. And T started 1o ger blessings
from that. [ tried apening up the Bible at random like
Dave had and gor delightful pieces of encoaragement
... It seemed that God was talking to me.

1 continued to read “The Normal Christian Life.”
There was a chaprer on giving God everything —
evervthing? That made me feel uneasy bue T thoughe it
waounld be less than futile 1o deny God any part of me
{also dishonest). So, with a bit of dread, 1 gave my
sexaality to the Lord. Immediately T felt intense peace
and reassurance — and 3 distiner feeling T would not be
celibate in the future, 1 would have my miate .. 1 even
vot the feeling it would be a gay nne.

Dave was amazed I did it bot thrilled alsa. It was
Gods prablem now!

The battles were far from over. I read more
“change ministry” material and gor depressed again, |
went down to the local Adventist Book Center and
started looking at book titles, | picked up “My Son,
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“I read more ‘change ministry’
material and got depressed
again. .
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Beloved Stranger,” briefly, and read the ending where
the guy decided eo be celibate, My surprising eme-
tianal response way ANGER! What was so terribly
wrong with two of the same sex in 3 committed loving
relationship? 1 stood in the middle of the store tense
with rage and thought: *There's nothing here for me!®
{‘Thar wasn't quite true since | later found books that
were quite comforting — even if they only advorated
celihacy.) Inside, 1 fele rage and rebellion — |
stomped out of the store and went home.

I decided to commit ane act of rebellion, | did i
Then feeling very much like a dejeeted lirtle 8 year old
— with a heavenly Father putring His arm aronnd me
and asking “Feel better?” — 1 nodded my head then
puffed o bit of loughrer. What was | thinking? God
was always there with me, And He scemed ro promise
that if He asked me to abandon my dresm of a gay
mate, He'll explain why — though | got the impression
He was NOT asking me tp do that!



T

I decided to jein Kinnet (an electronic Internet
discussion group for gay Adventises). Dave, at firse,
wagn't thrilled with it but 1 said I could remain anony-
mous. S0 [ contacted Kinnet then 1 joined Kinship: |
felt incredibly nervous! [ gave Kinnet the minimum 1
could — identifying myself by a pseudonym. A few
days later, the Kinnet manager asked me for clarifica-
ton. It took three tries and me being véry nervous
before | gave him my full name. He was sympathetic
with poor lietle me.

It was amazing how supportive Kinnet has been for
me. People contacted me and welcomed me to Kinnet.
One éven said that she had to crack the closer open just
a hair and whisper, “Welcome®™. T even had a much
younger gay guy posting me — we started frequent and
long exchanges, It was wonderful! T felt 50 much
calmer. And | started to-save some of the Kinnet
messages. | even had Floyd (Kinnet manager), who |
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" It was amazing how sup-
portive Kinnet has been for
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kad only knewn theough hiswebgite, have an online
chat with me. And there was a straight Christian
woman who shared items with Kinner, 1 decided o
offer to share with her some of the wonderful things
that were happening. She has been very encouraging.

I tatked to Dave about my inceracuons. 1 men-
tioned some of my research into change ministries and
how one guy wenr and owisted facts around while
disproving “gay theology.” Dave said thar the change
ministry where he was at seemed to emphasize Giod's
lave, “Okay,” I replied, bur | also want o meet » gay
cauple, | really did need to have the reality of a real
lite mode] (1 was thinking buck to meeting the trans-
sexual so fong ago). Dave told me o be carefol bor e
witin't too worried and that [ seemed o have a similar
analytical mind that he did (that was 2 high comple-
e

| continued to look-ar changpe miniseries. [ found
ane that uffered testimoninls. One was from a gay guy
that was misernbie from “bed hopping,” vain fashion
appearances, and malicions gossiping. The stary felt
foreign to my experience. One woman said she was in
a dependent relationship where she was so insecure and
trapped with another woman, She was SO glad to et
out of thar, Well, duh® Then another guy had dressed
up: like 3 woman and had done the gay scene. He
decided to leave that (didn't like the make-up). None
of these testimonials resonared with me, in spite of the
fact that for 2 while I had convinced myself I was really

a fernale in 3 male body (anything to make peace with
my orientation). Bur the point was that [ was NOT
sexually petive! Wanted 1o be, of course. But I was
held back {righteous by cowardice — or was it protec-
ticn by God?). And all the testimonials fat out stared
that everyone was born heterosexual (reallyr ... Was
that stamped on a kids forehead and they come out of
the womb?),

Then | came across a statement saying, “You must
confess to God that homosexuality is o sin!™ That hit
me hard! 1 ripped off my music headphones and sank
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“Then I came across a state-
ment saying, " You must con-
fess to God that homosexuality
is a sin!”

A TE T F a8 8 BB R R RS R E RORTTRER L]

to my knees in front of the computer in emotional
pain. | felt o “bungee cord jump” of ripping emotions.
To me, the prablem with that declaration was that it
ignored the fact that homosexeal orientation cames
unhidden — there is NO choice, it's just THERE!
Now you could argue about the acts but NOT about
the ooentation — ofientacion is NOT o sin anymore
than tempration is {if it is then God is quite an orbi-
trary tyramt).

I took my intense pain into the bedroom and sank
to my knees in tortured prayer to the God. 1 got up
and felt anger again! That anger turned spward, 1
started to become quite sareastic with the Almighty. |
argued ashout oriencation (1 wos “horm™ hererosexial,
huh? What happened? My license expired?). 1
snapped abour the “holy heaven of heterosexvality” and
how marvelous and Aawless it was (heavy sarcasmy}, |
mocked abour the fact chat “two men enjoying them-
solves in bed" were far worse than any sin in the planet
{bombing 2 city was not as bad), and 1 ranted and raved
far quite o few minuces while wondering ahour the
apartment, Friends watching me would have probably
been looking for lightning proof places to stand
(smile!'}, Finally exhuusted, | leaned my head agalnst
the wall and meaned, “Lord, why is it 50 evil for me o
love a man in 2 monogamous relatlonship?” Then |
decided to submit to God again and whispered, *Okay,
yan win" .. That was when I got the impression, "Na,
van won!" Little Kyle of planet earch strupgled with
the Lord and found peace? | laughed abiout thar —
laughter of joy, The Lord understood! He had lee me
vent my froserations] Tewas far casier 1o put myself

DU cisn & MnaprgRaieiny 195



back in His loving arms {struggling is unpleasant but
reconciliarion is wonderful!), Then T chatted with
Floyd about change ministries. He told me to request a
copy of a paper on Colin Cook written by a fellow
Kinnet member (Ron Lawson). Boy, was THAT an
eye-opener!

}ul].r 2, 1998. | went to meet a gay conple who had
graciously invited me to their home. The same couple
had also put me in contact wicth a marvelous counselor.
One of them had a son visiting and | was a bir appre-
hensive about thar. | was reassured that he'd be
trustworthy. 1 nervously went to their aparcment
buitding and was sent up, | took 1 deep breath and
knocked on the door — a 16 year-old answered! The
couple had gone grocery shopping. The son welcamed
me and gave me something to drink. Then he-asked if
I wanted to play s Nintendo game. Suore! Afrer half an
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“ I was also concerned about

my employment with the de-
nomination. .
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hour, the couple came back from grocery shopping
and found us deep in the game (I had definitely found
one 16 vear ald foend!). Dinner was served snd 1
talked to them about my fears and bouts with God.
They were quite sympathetic . And we discessed the
problems 1 had with Dave. They agreed that Dave
might not completely understand {1a be fair, why
should he understand?). T was also concerned about
my employment with the denomination. They gave me
reassurances and pointed to some gays who quietly
continued working within the Adventist church, My
fears definirely subsided. It was such an enjoyable
evening — it was hard to Jleave them. It was nice to see
this couple hold hands— and kiss — in their home!
They invited me to come 1o a pienic on Sabbath and
then to see the 4th of July Areworks with them and
sume Kinship members ... T said I'd think about it {fear
still there),

July 3, 1998, 1 bought & baseball-style cap! Me,
the one who hid shunned masculine trappings actually
bought a cap! It was strange to put it on in a shopping
mall. But I quickly gor wsed o i Ir fele like a procla-
mation saying, “I'm male!” Tweént to help my counse-
lar with his computer and he liked the cap (and it was
fun flipping it around — the stmple pleasuras).

As the next Sabbath approached, | grew apprehen-
sive, | had practiced what | was going to discuss with
Dave, | picked up the phone — then pansed. Am 1
trying to convince him under my own power? What
was I réally doing? 1 pur down the phone and decided
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to walk around the complex and have a small chat with
God first! 1 needed o make peace with Dave and the
way | related to Dave. | needed to pull toward him and
not away, and in 4 small way, come a bit closer to the
bady of Christ which he was a part. I was on the verge
of tears when | dialed him thinking, “This is going to
hure.” But when [ started to open up to Dave and
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“ We talked about the
change ministries and Colin
Cook's mess. "
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confessed T was pulling sway he was wonderfully
supportive. We talked about the change ministries and
Colin Cook's mess, Dave agreed that trying to force
change was very unchristian, I talked about how
orientation is different from the sexual activity, The
simplistic “homosexvality is 2 sin” starement totally
ignares the fact that orientarion is tempration, NOT
the act. Dave also sgreed that the Adventist Church
has made mistakes like when it supported Colin Cook’s
“Ouest” ministries. T did call Dave my “elder brother
in faith™ which | believe he is. And he definitely
supparts me in my jowrney with God while 1 try to
understand what I'm supposed to do! Dave said thar as
soon 4y e “figures it out,” he'll phone me up and
“straighten me out” (he also said for me not to hold my
breath!), Our conversation continued. T prayed for
him now! My pravers were a bit shore, but atc feast they
got to the point. 1 told Dave that L would he going
with the gay couple to the fireworks with other Kin-
ship members, ‘T needed a dose of reality. He cau-
toned me, of course. His opinions did not change —
but they did not need 1ol He acknowledged my free-
dom .., What more did 1 need?

July #, 1998, [ went 1o church and sat in the bal-
cony a5 | normally do, The Pastor talked abour the
“Aryan Mation” and of all the people they wanted to
kill, including gays (the pastor was definitely against
that!). He focused most on race, of course. After the
service, | walked down to the main floor and saw-some
pay people that I was told would be there, 1 walked
toward them — and then I saw my boss standing and
looking in their direction, Fortunately, my boss left in
a fow minutes; Eventoally, | started down the aisle
again. [ seemed 1o meet EVERYBODY from work
(groan)! 1t took a bit of ime before I felt comfartable
to ask the couple and son whether or not they wanted
ta see my place of employment. They had to say good-
byes — butsure! We agreed to meet in'a few minutes.
The minutes passed — 1 tried to avoid people that |
knew, And, as I approachéd my place of work, | met,



you guessed it, another coworker with his Famaly (this
wasn't my day). | converted my panic into a cheery,
“How are you? — Oh! — And how are the kids...7" |
admired the litele ones in the stroller for 3 moment and
waved good-bye with my gay friends in tow. We made
it the remuining thirty yards without meéeting anyone
else. Imside the building I relaxed. My new friends are
definitely going to know more about me — but so
what! They shared with me and | wanted o share with
them! In fact [ desperately needed to (it's amazing how
isalated [ was — and how [ craved friendship of gay
Christians). It felt wonderful. As we walked our of
the building, I loaned their son 2 CD games {it felt 50
good to be able 1o share), They left for their apartment
and | changed clothes in my office.

Later, 1 mer them and we went down to see holiday
fireworks, We had great seats as the fireworks went off
just about above us! Then we visited a gay neighbor-
hood restaurant for a late night meal, It was amazing
seeing gay men on a Saturdsy night — and the face that
my reactions to them were changing, While I'm net
sure | would want to live chere, visiting seemed guite
reasonable, The wonderful evening ended and we
parted. The conple invited me to a Kinship social
event,

I had to pray aboer whether or not to attend the
Kinship social — a swimming party, Buot it seemed that
the Lord did want me to go and so [ called and said I'd
be there, [ left for the gym and did my exercises and

“It was amazing seeing gay
men on a Saturday night —
and the fact that my reactions
to them were changing.

rapidly. 1 sat next to an arcractive fellow (lucky guy has
s partner!) and had o marvelous conversation as we ate
dinner. 1 discovered that my libido, which often
seemed my encmy, go DOWN. [ had brakes, real
hrakes' It was amazing! Since then, fear has left
Being gay does NOT equate with being barely in
control. | have options, T can relate in healthy wayy to
the gay community, and my homophobia iz ra pidly
melting away. 1'mostill eloseted bue there is now a BIG
crack in the door! It was o quite a day.

Recently, I réturned to the same gay bookstore and,
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“I am at peace — praise the
Lord! God loves me — all of
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ignoring all the

guys, went looking for specific books for half an hour,
There was information T needed o read. [ was calm
and collected and was able to ask the desk clerk for
help withaut tension. There was no obsession, very
little fear, und a quier confidence, Things are getting
hegker.

Romans 1 is no longer an enemy.  It's message of
so long ago has finally sunk into me — keep the truth
no matter what the pain. I needed to rely on God and
not myself. It's taken nearly three decades for me o
truly learn that, Will T get my gay mate? Will 1 keep
my job? Will I even live to see tomorrow? |t matters
not. As my friend Dave had said, “Do nat go in front
of the Lord, nor behind —but go with the Lord and
don't worry about the cost for the Lord will preserve.”
I have tasted of the Lord and found Him loving!
Besides, if He says "MNo,” it is foolish of me 1o fight
Him. And if He says “Yes,” no power on Earth will

stop Him!
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had lunch. Iarrived at their aparmment with my gym
bag and a brand new swimsult! Together, we left for a
home in the country.

The lesbinn host for the pool party was warm and
welcoming. I got o hug from hér and her partner
{mom always wanted me to meet nice women!). The
hugy fiele goad (I hadn't had a hug for a long time)! We
entered their home and visited. Eventually, we went
out to the poal, Most of the guvs dove in while maost
of the women eaught the afternoon sun. We did geet
one woman in the pool after her partner gave hera
“little push™. We had a fun game of using a ball o play
“keep away" in the pool. Tt was fun 1o associate with
this group. My old stereotypes were breaking down

| am at peace — praise che Lord! God loves me —
all of me. ¥

Tfyou are interested in KainNer, the online group

mentioned in the aheve article, contact
kinnet-ownedveeor. castl.oom

for informaton.

Further informstion may also be ohtained at the

Kinship website:
hiep=/ fwww.sdakinshiporg
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The Editor's Reading List
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{ * denotes language that may be offensive to some )

Homosexuality in Scripture:

l.. What the Bible Really Says About Homosexaal-
ity. Daniel A Helminiak, Ph.D. San Francisco: Alamo
Square Press. 1994, [SHEN 0-9624751-9-X.,

2, The Church and the Homosexual. John |
MeNeill: Boston: Beacon Press, 1978, ISEN 0-B070-
TU3] =6,

3. Taking a Chance on God. John ] McNeill,
Bosten: Beacon Press. | 983,

[SBN O-8070-7%45-6.

4. Is the Homosexual My Neighbor? Letah
Scanzoni and Virginia Mallenkorr. New York:
HarperCollins Publishers. 1994, ISBN 0-08-U67078-
Q.

3. The Good Book, Peter ] Gomes. New York:
William Morrow and Company, 1994, ISEN 0-688-
13447 -5,

. Pastor, ] Am Gay. Howard H Bess. Palmer,
Alaska: Palmer Publishing Company. 1995, ISEN -
V644123 -0,

7. The New Testament and Homosexuality. Robin
Serogps. Philadelphin: Fortress Press. 1983, [SBN D-
B06-1854-8.

B, Why Christianity Must Change ar Die. John
Shelby Spong. San Francisco; FlarperSanFrinciseo,
1998, [SBN 0-06-067332-2.

Y. The Léwers of Paul. John Shelby Spong. New
York: Riverhead Books. 1998,

ISBN 1-57322-683-1.

0. The Invention of Sodomy in Christian Theol-
ogy. Mark D Jordan. Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press. 1997, ISBEN 0-226-41040-4,

11, The Abundant Life Bible Amplifier: Romans.
John © Brunt. Boise, ldaho: Pacific Press Publishing
Association, 1996, TSBN 0-B163-12096-4.

Historical Background:

L. Out in All Directions. Editors: Lynn Wirr,
Sherry Thomas, Fric Mareus, New York: Warner
Books., 1995, ISBN 0-446-51822-0,

2. Homesexualicy in History, Colin Spencer, New
York: Harcourt Brace and Company, 1995, ISBN 0-
[§-100223-1

1. Swme-Sex Unions in Premodern Ewrope. John
Boswell. MNew York: Villard Books. 1994, 1SBN 0-
ATO-41228-0,

4. Being Homosexual. Richard A Esay, New York:
Farrar-Strans-Giroux, Inc. 1989, [SAN 0-3174-11012-
3

Cororction » sanimmyVabously 190

5. Gay Men and Wamen Who Enriched the
World. Thomas Cowan. Boston: Alyson Publications.
1992, ISBN 1-55583-147-8.

6. Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexual-
ity. John Boswell. Chicage: The University of Chi-
cago Press. 1980, ISBN 0-226-06711-4.

7. The New Civil War. Diane Silver. New York:
Franklin Watts, 1997,

ISBN 0-531-11290-X.

8. Homosexuality. Robert Dunbar. Springfield,
New Jersey: Enslow Publishers, Inc. 1995, I5BN 0-
B9490-665-8,

9. * A Certain Terror: Heterosexism, Milicarism,
Violence, & Change. Richard Cleaver and Patricia
Myers, editors. Ann Arbor, Michigan: American
Friends Service Committee. 1993, 15BN 0-2635516-
-4,

10. * The Gay Metropolis: The Landmark Histary
of Gay Life in America Since World War 2, Charles:
Kaizser New York: Harcourt Brace and Company.
IouT,

[SHM -1 5-600617-0,

Self Acceptance of a Gay Identity: “Coming
Cut”

l. On Being Gay. Brian McNaought. New York
St. Martin's Press, 1988,

ISHN 0-312-02959-4,

2. Coming Out Within: Stages of Spiricual Awak-
ening. Craig O'Neill and Kathleen Ritter. New York:
HarperCollins Publishers. 1992, ISBN 0-06-250706-
{.

1. Becoming a Man: Half A Life Story. Faul
Monette. New York; HarperCollins Publishers. 1992,
ISBN 0-06-250724-9. {(Winner: National Book
Award)

4, Coming Out: An Act Of Love. Rab Eichberg,
Ph.. New York: Plume/ Penguin Books. 1990,
ISBN 0-452-26685-8.

5.* The Male Couple’s Guide. Erc Mircus. New
York: HarperColling Publishers. 1992, ISBN 0-06-
(6936-9.

fi, * Outing Yourself. Michelangelo Signorile.
New York: Random House, Inc. 1994, 15BN 0-679-
43838-6.

7.* Family Outing. Chasticy Bono. Baston:
Lirte, Brown and Company. 1998,

ISBN 0-316-10233-4.

8, Letters fraom the Closer. Tony Ferrante &
Pauletre Jacobsen, Sacriments, California: Tzedakah
Publications, 1994. ISBN 0-929999-03-7

% Coming Out As Sacrament. Chris Glaser.
Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press,
1998, ISBN 0-664-25748-8.




Books for Parents of Gay Adult Sons and
Daughters:

1. Islt A Chiice. Eric Marcus. New York:
HarperCollins Publishers, 1993,

[SEN 0-06-250664-1.

2. Now That You Know, Betty Fairchild and
MNancy Hoyward. New Yorlk: Harcoure Brace and
Company, 1989, ISBN 0-15-667601-X.

i. My Son, Beloved Scranger. Kate MeLaughlin
Boise, Idahat Pacific Press Publishing Association.
1995, ISBN 0-8163-1237.

4, The Family Heart. Robb Forman Dew. Read-
ing, Massachusetts: Addison-Wesley Publishing Co.
1994, ISBN 0-201-62450-8

3. Christians and Homosexuality: Dancing Toward
the Light. Dee Dee Risher & Douglas Davidson,
editors, The Other Side. Special Issue; 1994, (300
Wesir Apsley Streer, Philadelphia, PA 19144).

Gay Experience with HIV and ALIDS:

L. * Borrowed Time: An AIDS Memoir, Panl
Monette. New York: Avon Books. 1988, ISEN O-
F80-TOT79-9,

2, * Sometimes My Heart Goes Numb: Love and
Caregiving in a Time of AIDS. Charles Garfield. San
Francisco: Jossev-Bass Publishers. 1995,

ISBN 0-7879-0105-9,

3% Sexual Ecology: ATDS and the Pestiny of Gay
Men, Gabriel Rotello, Dutton/ Penguin Books, 1997,
ISBN 0-325-94164-9,

4. * Love Alone; 18 Elegies for Rog. Paul
Monerte, New York: St. Martin's Press. 1988, [SBN
(-312-02602-1.

i, * Personal Disparches: Writers Confronc AIDS.
John Preston, editor, Mew York: 5t Maron's Press:
1988, 1SBN 0-312-03412-1.

Being Gay in the United States:

|. * House and Home. Steve Gunderson and Rob
Morris. New York: Dutton/ Penguin Books. 1996,
ISBN 0-525-94197-3.

2" Wrestling with the Angel: Faith and Religion
in the Lives of Gay Men. Editor; Brian Bouldrey.
New York: Riverhead Books. 1995, ISBN 1-57322-
(H13-5,

3. * Laerning Simon: Twa Gay Doctors' Journey to
Fatherhood, Kenneth B Morgan. New York: Bramble
Books. 1995, ISHN 1-883647-04-3,

4. Gay Issues in the Workplace. Brian McNaught
New York: St Martins Press. 1993, ISBN 0-312-
DEE08-1.

@

5. Mow That T'm O, What Do T Daf Brian
MeNaught. New York: St. Martin's Press. [89/
ISBN (1-312-15616-2,

6. * Coming Out to God. Chris Glaser. Louis-
ville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press. 1991,
ISBI D-663-25 1 T6-5.

7. Both Feet Firmly Planted in Midair: John
MeMeill, Louisville, Kenmucky: Westminster John
Knox Press. 1908, ISBN 0-664-25808-5.

. Rainbow Family Values: Relationship Skills for
Leshian and Gay Couples. Michael Piazza. Dallas;
Sources of Hope Publishing, 1995, ISEN |-8871219-
02-2.

4, * Ex-Gays: There Are None! Syhis
Pennington, Howthorne, California: Lumbda Chris-
tian Fellowship, 1989, ISBM 0-%416851-2-8,

[th, * Gay Men at the Millennium: Sex; Spirit and
Communiry. Michael Lowenthal, editor, New York:
Jeremy P Tarcher/Putnam. 1997, ISBEXN 0-B7477-892-
L,

L. ® Sister and Brother: Lesbians and Gay Men
Write About Their Lives Together, Joan Nestle and
John Preston, editars. San Francisco:
HarperSanFrancisco. 1994, ISBN 0-06-251055-X.

12, * Taking Liberries: Gay Men’s Essays on
Polities, Culture & Sex. Michael Bronski, editor, New
York: Masquersde Books: 1996, ISBN [-56333-456-%.

13, * Conduct Unbecoming: Gays and Lesbians in
the U8 Military. Randy Shiles. New York: S, Martin's
Press. 1993, ISBN 0-312-09261-X.

14, One MNation, Afrer-All. Alan Waolfe, MNew
York: Viking/Penguin Putnam, Inc, 1998. [5BN -
G70-8767 7 1L1-1,

15. * In Search of Gay America: Women and Men
in a Time of Change, Neil Miller. New York: The
Adantic Monthly Press. 1989, ISBN 0-87113-304-0,

Conservative Gay Contemporary Thought:

1. A Place Ar che Table, Bruce Bawer. New York:
Touchstone/ Simon and Schuster, 1993, ISBN 0-671-
A%410-0,

2. Beyond Queer: Challenging Gay Lefe Ortho-
doxy. Editor: Broce Bawer. Free Press/ Simon and
Schuster. 1996. ISBN D-684-82766-1,

1. Freedom, Glorious Freedom. John ] MeNeill
Boston: Beacon Press. 1995, ISBN 0-BOT0-79%36-7,

4. Stealing Jesus: How Fundamennalism Betrays
Christianity. New York: Crown Publishers. 1997,
TSHN O-517-70682-1.

5.* Lave Undetectable: Notes on Friendship, Sex,
and Survival, New York: Alfred A Knopf, Inc, 1998
ISBN 0-67%-45] 194,
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Gay Issnes and Christian Churches:

|. Homosexuality in the Church: Both Sides of the
Diebate, Jeffrey 8. Siker, editor. Louisville, Kentucky:
Westminster John Enox Press, 19594, T5BN (0-664-
255450

1, Congregations Talking Abour Homosexuality:
Dialogue on o Difficult lasue, Beth Anne Gaede,
editor, Alban Institore Publication: 1998, ISBN |-
§6699-198-4,

1. * Reclaiming the Spiric: Gay Men and Lesiians
Come to Terms with Reéligion, David Shallenberger.
New Brunswick, New Jersoy: Rutgers University
Press, 1998,

15BN (-B135-2484-1.

4, The Homophobic Healer, Sandra Se. John,
Denver: Tiderwick Publications, 19%4. I5BN 1-885-
DE4-33-1.

7. Religion Is A Queer Thing. Elizabedh Stoart.
Cleveland, Ohio: The Pilgrim Press. 1997, 1SBN 0-
B298-1269-5,

Medical Reviews of Homosexuality:

I, Special Arvicle: Homosexuality. Richard
Friedman, MD and Jennifer Downey, MDD, The New
England lournal of Medicine, Volume 731, Mumber
14 6 Orctober 1904,

2. Queer Science: The Use & Abuse of Research
Inta Homosexnslity, Simon Levay, Cambridge,
Massachuserta: The MIT Press. 1996, 1SBN 0-262-
1219G-9,

3. The Science of Desire: The Search for the Gay
Gene and the Biology of Behavior, Dean Hamer and
Peter Capeland. New York: Touchstone Books. 1994,

[SEN (-634-8i446-5.

4. A Biological Perspective on Sexual Orfentation
Richard Pillard, MD and ], Michael Bailey, PhI). The
Peychiatrie Clinics of North America. Volume I8,
Number 1; March 19%5.

5. Gay Science: The Ethics of Sexual Orientation
Besearch. Timothy Murphy, New York: Colombia
Uhniversity Press. 1997, ISBN 0-131-10848-6.

Gay Meditation Books:

l. Glad Day: Daily Meditations bor Gay, Leshian,
Bisexual and Transgender People: Joan Larkin, Cen-
ter City, Minnesota: Hazeldén, 1998, 15BN 1-56R18-
189-1.

2, Lavender Light: Daily Meditations for Gay Men
in Recovery. Adrian Milton. New York: Peripee/
Berkley Poblishing Groop, 1995, [SEN 0-399-51530-
o
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3. The Word is Out: The Bible Reclaimed for
Leshians and Gay Men. Chris Glaser. 5an Francisco:
HarperSanFrancisco. 1994, ISBN 0-06-063134-1

The Editor's Resource List

A Few wards about the resource information o b
shared,

First, please remember that this is a shorr list of
national organizations. Many of these organizations
have local chaprers — check your local information
guides. Furthermore, there are often local resources
which are excellent guides for additional information.

Second, please remember that most gay-support
arganizations, even at the national level, are staffed
with qualified volunteers, However, the service and
return calls may be a bit slower. Please be patient

Third, please remember that addresses, phone
numbers, and webgites can change at a moments
nofice.

Fourth, with respect to HIV and AIDS informa-
tion, do not rely on old (more than I years old) infor-
mation. There are new issues to congider almost every
month. ‘And if vou seed information regarding *safer
sex,” nothing replaces person-to-person discussions
and some technique practice! (So, please find a local
program if ar all passible).

Fifch, don't be afraid to ask questions and share
what you have learned, Help others so that the wheel
does not need ta be “reinvented” over and over again.

1899 Seventh-Day Adventist Specific Resource
Information

SDA Kinship International

P.A). Box 7320
Laguna Niguel, CA 92607

S40-148-1299
Website: hupo/fwww sdakinship org
Email: sdakinship@aol.com

“Someone te Talk to..."
Adventist Familles of Gays and Leshiuns

Carrol Grady (aka Kate MeLaughling
13008 234th Strect SE
Snohomish, WA 98294




153899 General Resource Information:

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
PFLAG

1101 14th Streer MW
Suice 1030
Washington, DC 200085

I02-6IB-F200

202-638-0243 - fax

Website: heep:/fwww.pflag.org
E.mail: info®@pHag. org

Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation
GLAAD

[50 Weat 261h Street
Suite 503
Mew York, MY 10001

212-807-1700

AO0-GAY. MEDTA
Z12-B07T-1806 - fax

Website:  hope/fwww gland.arg
Email: glaad@glaad.org

Lambda Services Anti- Vielence Project

FO) Bax 31321
El Pago, TX 79911

B15-533-6024

Q1 E=562-GAYS

P15-534-TTT8 - Iax

B00-259-1536 24 hour vicrims' assistance hotline
Woebsite: hitp:/fwww, duke edu/-ker favp html
Emails AV Frujrct@ha]_unm

LAMBDAEP®aal.com

The Human Righis Campaign
HRC

19 18ch Street, NW
Washington, DL 20004

20I-628-4164

202-347-5323 - fax

Wobsite:  hopu/www.hre.org
Email hre@hbre,org

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
NGLTF

NGETTF Masn Office:
2320 17th Strect; NW
Washington, DC 20009

202-322-6983

202-332-0207 - fax
Website: heeps//www.ngltf.org
Email: ngltf@ngliforg

NGLTF Policy Instivute:
121 Weast 27th Avenue
Mew York, NY 10001

21 2-604-98310
212-604-9831 - fax

Lambda Legal Defense and Educatien Fund
LLDEF

F20 Wall Street
151k Floor Suice E500
Mew York, NY 100035

212-995-B585

212-995-2306 - fax

Website:  hutp://www.lambdalegal org
Enrail: Fn:ra]ﬂ'!:mhuinlﬁg:lﬁﬂrg

HIV - AIDS Inl'nru::lﬂuﬂ:

Center for Disease Control - Atlanta
CG

Inlormation Phone Lines:

BO0-342-AIDS  English - 24 hour

800-344-5IDA  Spanith (Bam to 2am - dsily)
SD0-AIDS-T'TY  deaf access (102m to pm M-F)

Gay Men's Health Crisis
GMHC

129 Weat 20th Street
Mew York, MY 1000 ]

21 2-BO7-665%

The Names Project
(ALDS quilt)

110 Townsend Strect
Sorke A0

San Francisco, CA 94107

415-GB2-5500
415-HH2-6200 - fax

Website:  hup:/fwww.aldsquile.org
Email: info@adsquilt.org
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Adventist World Church President Resigns

ADVENTIST NEWS NETWORK

BY RAY DABROWSKI

Silver Spring, Maryland, USA
[ANN] Robert 5. Folkenbera, prest-
dent of the Seventh-day Advents
Church, annoanced his decision o
resign at 4 specially-called meeting
today (Feheuary B, 1999) ot the
Church's Warld Ieadqguarters in Silver
Spring, Maryland. Folkenberg chose o
personally inform seaff of his decision
tur tengber his resination o the
Church’s Executive Comanittee.

Citing the controversy over allega-
nons arising from an on-gomg vt
Follenberg said that this was “demucting
from God's work™ and so in order “mo
averlid pain and conflier o my family and
the church [ love I am removing myself
from the controversy,” Concerns over
business refationships with James Moore,
the plamntiff in the lawsuit filed in
Sacramentn, California, had bed the
Church to ser up, with Follkenberg's

And then...

B Jody Chivagn

And then all that has divided us will merge

And then compassion will be wedded o power

And then sofiness will come o a world tharis harsh and unkind
And then both men and women will be gentle

And then both women and men will be serong

And then no person will be subject wo anothers will

And then all will be nch and free and varied

And then the greed of seme will give way to the needs of many
And then all will share equally in the Fanb's abandance

And then all will eare for the sick and the weak and the old

And then allwill noorish the youmg

And then all will cherish lifes creatures

And then all will live in harmeny with each other and the Earth
And then everywhere will be called Eden once again.

Kinship €vents

Far Farther infimation awisct the Kinship offie & listed on page 2.

July 18-25, 1999, Kampmieting, Baldmore, Maryland.

Ehromciios « linarpfhngery T

o

)

support, a specinl committee o sddress
the church-related issues, This commit-
tee reported to the Church'’s Adminis-
trative Committee on January 27, 1999,
which referred the fssue w the Chureh’
full Executive Commitoee, the body
authorized to deal with such maners,

The son of missionaries,
Folkenberg was bormn in Peerto Rico and
grew up in the LS, amd Cuba. He
began working for the Advenitist Church
1% o pastoral intern in 1963 and has
wirked as evangelisy, mussionary pilor,
andd in o wide range of leadership roles,
He was elected president of the
Aibventst Waorld Chorch inc 1990, at its
executve session in Indianapolis,
Irveliiana.

Folkenbenys years as leader of the
Adventint Church have seen mapor
advances in global mission and the
effective blending of cuming-edge
technology md evangelism. He person-
ally led in developing strotegiesw use
satellite broadcasts and the Internaet in
gospel outresch, As the Church’
“pormmumication president,” Folkenberg
has devoted 1 significant portion of his
time to-visit and support the Church’s
mission around the warld. He empha-
sized the active role of Taity in ministey
and witness a5 well as greater personal
and professional accountability at all
levels of the Church.

In his formal statement addressed oo
(. Ralph Thampson, sscretary of the
Exceutive Commmttee, Frllenberg said, "1
will continue 1o give my all w adrancing
the mission of the church,”™ According to
the Chirch's warking policy, Thompson
AW Sy a5 acting president unml a new
president is elected by the full Church
Executive Comimittes i its moetngs
beygimning March 1. 'Y

{reprinted with permission)
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