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Who we are...

Seventh-day Adventst Kinship International, Inc, & a support group which ministers to the
spiritual, emotional, social, and physical well being of Seventh-day Advensist leshians, gy
mien, bisewnals, and their funifies and Fiends,

SDA Kinship facilitates and promotes the understanding and affirmarion of
homosexual and bisexval Adventists among themselves and within the Seventh-day
Adventist communiry through education, advocacy, and recancilission

Founded in 1976, the nonprofit organizagion was incorporated i 1951 and has a board of
15 officers and 10 regional coondinators. The current list of members and frends includes
well over a thousand people in 16 countries.

SDA Kinship believes the Bible does not condemn, or even mention, homosexm-
ality asa sexual oriencation, Ellen G, White does not parallel any of the Bible texts;
which are often used to condemn homosemuals, Most of the anguish imposed upon
Gods children who grow up gay or leshian has it roots in e misanderstanding of
what the Bible says.

Kinship operares solely on contributions from fs-members and friends.

SDA Kinship supports the advancement of human rights for all people.

Support Kinship

Kinship depends on you, Kinship is supported solely by contnbunons. Help us
reach put to more gay Adventlses by making a tax-deductible donsnion w SDA
Kinship International, Pleass send your cheek or money onder o the address below,
SDA Kinship, PO. Box 7320, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677, (714 142-1299,
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CONNECTION readers

COMPILED BY WALT ELIAS FROM KAMPMEETING QUESTIONMAIRES

Last summer at Kampmeeting a questionnaire was distributed which asked whar Kinship
members wished to see in the CONNECTION. Here is 4 summary of the results:

1. More personal stories (40%)

2. Pictures, graphics (15%)

3. More religions articles

4. Less religious articles

5. Arucles for atheists

6. More personal input from varied people.

7. News

8. Places where people live with layouts, decoration

9. Longer articles

10 Reviews of films and books

11. Mare about people in regions
: 12. Empty space
You will note that “more personal stories” were requested by 40% of the people who

responded to the questionnaire. This issue is a direct result of those requests. Because this
Was an open essay type question, it 1§ significant that so many should request the same thing.
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Story Issue

This issue features
number of articles
dealing with “coming
out” At Kampmeeting
each year, such stomies
play an especally

mieaningful part

John Wigland is in
charge of informaticnal

Services for Kinship
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What coming out is to me

BY JOHN WIELAND

v memory of coming oot invarmhby
fiucueses on two events from many
years ago, neither of them aconally having

te o with what mosz consider the coming our
processes. The firse—the yardstick apains which 1
measure my progress—aocourred under @ smeet light
in West Hollywoosd, A elose friend and president-at-
the-time of Kinship was visidng from New York:
After dinner as we were standing on the side walk
saying good-bys he gave me o very namral hog, |
reactively stiffensed up as i preparing for a vaccina-
o

Was 1 tearful of being seen hgrping annther
miale? I pubilic? Afraid he'd make o pass ar me?
Afraid he wonldn't make a pass?

I had grovwn up in the misson field with the
eraditicaal Adventst values; kneel in dhorch, g b
Prayer Meeting, sell magarines: And never, ever lean
abonar sesc. Oy, and feel silty abenr “Sell Abse™

Then, during medical school, T realize thar [ bad
a erush on anether male T was working wath in
Sabbath School. This broughe both the elagon of
resalizing what being in love was all abent and the
despair at realizing that I was one of “them”. Trouhle
was thar I was so well insulared thar T didn't lnow
what “themn" was.

Beang the good lirke Adventist Scentist Boy 1
proceeded to study the topie: lirary books, medical
articles, The Advocte, even In Toawch, When T was
gwnre of what homeosexzality was, [ then proceeded
to study the Biblical issues: the KTV, NEV, EGW,
John Boswell, even the Greek (I had wased time
taking a thealogy magor at Pacific Union College).

[ then marched oor into the gay world anid was
miore lonely then T ever had been. The gay world had
no place for an old (32), homely gay boy, Especially
oae with 3 huge chip on his shoulder. Twalked
through card shops reading love poems wishing T had

somecne 1o send them to. T secretly envied the

@

teemapers | was reanng for venereal diseases hecase
ot beast they were gering some sex. 1 got in emotional
ﬁgh.l:s with fraemds beciimse they Faad hq::-}' friends and 1
didn't.

Then Bab dared po g me under the street
light, and | nearly freaked o

Thank God my atotude his changed. Acoally T
can’ thank Giocd: HotShe b nl!h:rlg 1o cho with i |
thank a fiend. [ wish I could sav that it was Prozac
that made me feed bettes; or that Dwas in counseling
and developed this deep self-awareness, But itwis a
wonderful mirss, Lomnie, who sid "You're nioe, ywoar
bk eue, leek have siec™ And ivwasnt shallow and
meaningless. That first tme was an intensely
satisdying dhanng of sensations and emotions. Each
seny ot since, with whomever, has ako been. (Why
wainld anyome hive 2 need to voluntanly be celibater)

[ went our o Smdio One ar to Kinship meetings
and was amazed ot hovr moch more endly the
wairld had become, Men would acnually ralk with me;
they wiomld scmally date me. Amazing how one day
could change the world!

Why is it that the wisdom of self scoeptance and
the ttracacies of sex and dating cannor be passed
from generstian o penerstion? Flomans have been
dloing and struggling with these thimes for thousands
of years. Why does each generation, euch person
have to bearn for himdherself the hand way? Now at
least, there s much beter gay and leshion swareness
in the world and in even the Church. Wiould that
there could be bess guilt. Would thar exch person
ool namrally leam histher oan self-worth,

Mow [ am older and maore homely than ever. Bur
also more at peace and more happy than ever. Yesa
lat of it & choe 1o an affectionate cat, Tabarha and 2
wonderful bover, Michael. I'm worthwhile not
becanse I'm with Michsel but just becatse of myself
I'm OE. Thar, to me 15 the Coming Cue. W



There is perhaps nothing so strong as a “story” to present
our cause. In this issue, as per your request, we present the
“stories” of several Kinship members.

TRANSITIONS

BY LEE TODD

i story {sn't really abour my life,
rather it% abowt transitions: Firs,
from a fast paced professional life

08 i semior executive at the General Motors
headuarters’in New York and Detrait to
retrement in a roral mountin area of
California; Second, from almast
toilly alienated from church o having the
church as a central part of my life; and
Third, fremm being a closeted gy activist o
being woimlly open and kmown as o gay man
LT TV COITIFTigy,

A hir of background for those who
dom't knew me — T grew upinan SDA
homie and srtended ST schoaols throoeh
my first three years of college. T realized T
was gay shortly after | grachsted from
ncademy; but I marned whien [was no
quite 21, andd about ten months lacer
becarne a father. My wife and [ parted
arnicably after five years. At aboot the same
tirne a5 the diveree, [ was disfellowshipped
by the SDIA church, T did not experience
the anguish over that action which many
Kinship members have felt. Tjustgot on
with my life. [ was fairly comfortable
veithout a church

Fase foewaird ra 1991, With my “eardy
out” renrement approaching, my parner,
Dravad, and I started making plans m leave
onar homme near Dretroit and relocate o s
tiny meuntin village in the California
Sierras, We kmew nothing abour the
COTIMITY except what we had seen on &
coupie of visits to my mather who had lived
there for over 25 years. We didn't leam
until after moving here that the commumity
s solidly Republican and conservative, even
the Prestyterian and Epdscopal charches
here are extremely fundsmentalist.
MNevertheless, we bought a 5 acre butlding
site with magnificent views of the snow-

capped high Sierras across the valley, and
below ns the villape of Cakburs. Owr first
clue about the communsty should linve
come when the realtor suggested that only
my nome appear on the affer oo prerchase,
She said that Provids mame conkd be added
atciosing. Wi problem there, but we
sheaild have wondered why:

A year later, miy retirermnent becarme
effectve, we srmanged 0 lesse 3 howse near
our property, packed our postessons into
the largest moving van we had ever seen
and set out for California. By now you may
b thanking oor relocaton was a disasrer:
Naot truie. Tt has worked oot exmemely well,
butwe've had some interesting enconmters
ani] adventures over the past § and 12
years: 5o this i really # smeess story which
ilhsstrates how twe gay men from the city
e ke it in @ comservative rural commu-
nify,

Froen the beginning, we made no
arermpt ty conceal our relationship from
any of the numenss contractors and
tradespenple we encountered in the process
of building a home. We always referred 1o
ench other as “my parmer” and allowed
them to draw whatever conclusion they
wishel from the fsct that we cwned the
property and home together, Surprisingly,
we encountéred only one minor nstance of
avert homophobia: A wallpaper installer
who had been recommended m s, came
ot i lnek st the job and geve us 3 price;
however, when we called her to say we wen
reaidy for her work, she made sn exoase that
she was very busy and couldn’t do the job
fior at least & months. Larer we hesrd fmom
a gy friend whose mother lives near the
wallpaper hanger that her hushand had
farbicliden her to do the job for the o gay

TINETE.
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There were soane instances of good
natured kidding from somie of the builders,
£.[., the general commracror’ son told oor
closest neighbors that be was going to paint
the interior of the hoose Fairy Dust (thar
really is the name on one of the paint codor
samples’t. Our netghbars, by the way, have
turned oot to be wonderful friends. The
wifee b & gy beuther and they send usan
annrversiy card each year

Soon after armving in the community:
we read o notice in the weskly newspaper
that the Mountain Organists Clab would
be meenng the foflowing Sunday.  Simce
both Dravid and I are organisswe called
the munber and were informed where the
miseting was to be held wnd thar thene
would be i potheck following the meeting.
Diavid made a bemuriful apple pie and off
we went. W sensed 0 bit of purzlement
an gue arrival, bt no unfrendlimess. We
were invited o oome again the next month
and {apparently umaware of Davidh baking
sidlls) it was sugpested we hring hread or
rulls o the nest mesting, We did go and
we did bring rolls. Of course, they weren't
from the supermarker bakery, Then: were
twir kinds af home made yeast-raised rolls.
After that, no ont ever sugrested that “the
irys" bring something easy

At one of the organ cluh meetings,
Diavid and 1 played a pianc and organ duet
anid another member who was a church
orpanist asked if we would come and play
spectil music some Sunday ar ber church,
We apreed and met her at the chorch to oy
out the insrments, While we were at the
cinmrch, we met the pastor, Paul Redmend.
He was wery cordiul, but | sad afteraard o
David “theres a red-necked fundamentabist
preacher if ever 1w one”,

We also loaked up the nearess chaprer
of PELAG (Parents, Fumnilies anid Friends
of Lesbeans and Gays) soon after our arrival
in Cabifornia, Through PFLAG we met o

Sio "Transitions” on page 9
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“More personal stories,” ... “more personal stuff,” “more

individual sfories,” ... .

This was the common theme of what

people would especially like to see in the CONNECTION.

A Sexual History

BY RON LAWSON

Hion has been
invokeed i Kinshig
since its beginning

and was Chundh
Ligison for many

yaars,

Eanrmctan = byich 1998

Thut should have grabbed your artention’
Actually, our editor has asked for an
expanded coming out story, We'll see
where the expansion takes me.

[ wras born in Sydney, Australia, and we moved
toa paneapple farm in Queensland when 1 was 6,
and then to Thowoomba, 3 provincial “doy" of
LU0, when | was 11, That was becanse Dad
atlowed himself to be talked into becoming
literature evangelist. This was bor one sign that |
grew up in the hosom of the church, Dad seemed
to be eleceed elder wherever we wenr, and he was
on the conference executive commirtes for yvears,
and Mum {Auvstrilian for “Mom"} had taught in
Adventist colleges in India and Australia hefore

category of people who felr as [ did and what they
were called, and | also had some enjovable lessons
on what Th::}" did ECIE'!.'.!.l'Ii:J’. ].I:Il.‘lr.'t:nf, so moch did we
enjoy what we did that we contnued doing it
throughout the youth camp—discreedy, after
lights out, T should menton thar he was only 3
vears clder than me. (My seducer wenton o
miarry, become a paseor, and is new @ union
president in Australia, He offended me greatly,
given our history, by writing o the presidenss of
Avandale College and the conferences in his unlon
befare my research visic to Auscralio and New
Zealand in 1986 telling them to be carefil of me
because [ was & “gay activise.™)

I 'was sl very naive on the subject; bu
determined to do seanething about it 1 guess that |
showed my scademic benr, for 1 first rured to the
libvrary. For several monchs when T was 15 1
mraveled with Dad to Brisbane, the state capital,

l'was ... pleased at last to discover that there was a
whole category of people who felt as I did.
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marriage, We also had a relative in high places in
the church hierarchy.

Fuberty hit at 12, | shor up toa skinny & f,
and | started noticing guys. Confusing, since they
all seemied to be noticing and talking abour the
girls,

The Christmas before T turned 14 1 wene, as
usual, to the juntor camp run by the conference,
but this tme, since | was so “mature”, was allowed
to-stay on for the youth camp thar followed. A
fellonw T had known st o church while we were on
the farm wasa counselor ac the junior camp.
When the voungsters went home, he moved into
the dorm for the youth camp, which was to begin
the nexe day, and invited me to move to 2 bed mext
tir his, That night he seduced me. T regard this as a
good experience—I was 2 willing participant,
pleased at last to discover that there was 3 whole

©

every month when he had to amend & conference
COMIMITE e MEeeting on 3 Eund:}-,.and ! went bo the
big public library and looked up everything T could
find on homosexuality. There was not much
available in 1955 —maostly accounts by shrinks of
men who had come to them with *homosesual
problems", often called 26 T remember “inversion,”
Prenty depressing, but 1 read same of them several
times—I felr o kinship with those men; (1 am not
sure what my parents thought [ was doing in the
library. Certainly they had no idea of my real
INEEresE. b

In miy last couple of years in high school T had
a fmendship that unexpectedly developed into a
sexual relationship—I would say that it was
experimental rather than romantc. We did a lot of
bushwalking together, and somehow often ended
up naked in the grass, He too went on to marry
farer.

—



[ was seill pretty naive and iso-
luted—there was not ver any gay
movement of course, especially in
Australia. There were not yét any gay
bars, even in Brishane—not that |
wontld have gone to one! However,
after | moved to Brishane o go 1o
university I gradually discovered that
my kind mer in certain parks and other

I felt great confu-
sion and guilt,

indoor lecdtdons known as “heats,” and
I gradually spent more and more time
“eruising” there. Ar the same time, |
had become persanally much more
invelved in church, and [ now for the
first time started to feel guile sboue my
feelings and behavior. I cannot put my
finger on where that guile came from—
I guess it was all around me in society,
It may have also come from the fct
that I was dating women hecanse that
was expected, and these seemed to be
ateracted to me. T realized that 1 saw
them as friends, not romantic abjects,
that there was no sexual sttruction ar
all. Although T could hide behind my
high morals—sex before marriage was
not expected in Adventist circles,
especially from a fellow'so active in
church—there was no doube thar [ fele
great confusion and guilt. Through
these vears I never had a gay friend—
once | had sex with a guy, ke knew my
shame, so T was totally embarrassed
should I see him again. [ emember
forming close bonds with seraighe
friends and then feeling intense
loneliness as they developed romantic
relationships with girls, Because no
one knew my seeret, and this included
my family, no one knew the real me.
Eventually the tension became so
great that | vearned 1o be sble w
“change." T knew instinetvely that T
should not talk with a pastor abour my
“problem™, o instead went to the head
of the counseling service at the univer-
sity. This was early in my time in grod

school, T don't think he was judgmen-
tal—his main comment was an expres-
sion of amazement thar [ was doing so
well academically while finding the
time to do ail thar eruising. Since |
wanted to change, he offered me the
*hest” tool available 1o psychologiss
then-—aversion therapy: This invabved
showing me slides of *dirty picrores,”
and giving me & small efectric shock
when the pictare was gay but allowing
me to enjoy o straight photo wichour
inzerruption. Needless to say, this did
not make me straieht! Indeed, it caused
so3 much turmiil thar [ ereited much
miare frequently during thar time, My
religious training led me ro reject the
method—I felt I should be ahle 1o
“choose” the right path rather than
have my psyche manipulated int i
After six mrbulent weeks T broke an
appointment and did nor return—and
then realized what a relief this was.

[ was not yet admirting 1o myself
that [ was gay—this was something
that I did, not what [ was, However, a5
my work in grad school progressed |
realized more and more acutely thar 1
was romantically attached t my bes
friend, who wis of course straight. He,
his girlfriend, and I often did things
together (weirdly, she always satin the
back seat of my car—Cireg did not
have one), and the two of us spent a
irreat deal of ime together both on
coinpus and at church. There were
many mixed feelings here—joy,
frussration, jealousy: Eventually, after
we both graduated, Greg and [ spenta
yeur traveling averlund (e much as
possible) from Auostralia through Asia,
the Middle East, und Eastern Europe
to Seandinavia, where T received word
that I had a post-doe ar Columbia Uin
NYC, and had o leave him abruptly 1o
meet the deadline. 1 remember sitting
outside on the ferry from Lund 1o
Copenhagen, crying my eyes out.

In NYC Tinigally repeated my
Anstralian pattern—dating girks and
having sex with strange men, This was
1971, the gay movernent was new and a
bit overwhelming initially 1o me—too
sudden.

In 19741 helped out a friend at
church, a student living in the dorm at
Calumbia 1T, by putting up a visiting

@

former classmate of his in my apart-
ment. Even though he ralked a lot
about his girdfriend at Stanford, there
was soomuch electricity between s that
he loaped hack o New York on his
Eastern eome, and when T reoarned
home there he was awaiting me in my
bed! Suddenly T was in love, sure at fast
that T was gay, and so proud of every-
thing that | told my church group at
Columbia U about it in a sermon some
weeks later. The commuter relation-
ship did not last, but Twas fnally out
of the closet.

The next year 1 gpot mad sbout
some geademic pur-devwns of the new
gay researchers at the convenoon of
the American Socological Association,
put up nodces calling a meeting of the
*Sociolopiss Gay Cavens” in my hotel
roarn, which overflowed, and I was
elecred the fiest president. A year later
1 argued with the incoming president
of ASA after the business meeting,
demanding that a session on hamo-
sexvality be included in the
program the following vear, only o he
radd after five minutes or so that the
conversation was corming out all ver
the ballroom through the speakers;
That was how 1 eame out in my
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Suddenly I was in
love, sure at last
that I was gay ...

I was finally out ...
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profession—another step, (There are
now several sedsions devored to us each
vear at the ASA meeting. |

When my chair at Flunter Cal-
lege, where | was redching—a conser-
vative man whom I liked bat who [ felc
1 could not trust with my news of being
A gay actvis in the profession—redred
and was replaced by a hlack radical, 1

See"History™ pnophge B
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"Histary™ from page 7

decided it was now time m camplete the coming out process
atwork. But he murned out to be a closet case who was
threatened by my openness, and he then made sare that T
would not be reappointed for the next year (T was not yer
tenured, so on o yvearly contract). Buot it all worked our after
some months of scute anxiety—I found a new job, with a
promaotion to Associate professor, at Queens College—and
what eould be more appropriate far me? At QC 1 lager
discovered that the chair who hired me was gay, so my
orientation disappeared s an issue. [ feel so comfortahle that
[ regularly come oot te my classes at their first meeting—I
remembier how important it coild have been for me o have
had & rale model when | wes in colleps.

In 1980 1 was heavily involved in arranging che speakers
at the firsz Kisship Kampmeeting. | guess that was my
coming ont to the denominational leaders, becanse i ra-
wquired scary phone calls to people T had not yet met inviting
them to speak, 2 meenng with a GC Vice President, and
finally phone calls t Neal Wilson, the GC President then.
Finally, after I'felt increasingly good about what | was: doing
in Kinship, | was finally able to come out to my parenes. 1F1
had told them about it early in my life, it would probably
have been in the context of “T have this problem,” and T

would anly have broughe them grief because they would niot
have known what to do, 1 felt it was really good that I could
do it in terms of "T have been doing some really exciting stuff
in the church, where 1 am sure God is leading, and [ want o
tell you all about ie™ They ook a while wo digest that
mouthful, but when in 1989 | took my partner, Scoar Wager,
home with me for the first time, they really liled him, and

------------

In 1980 I was heavily involved
in arranging the speakers at

the first Kinship Kampmeeting.

after a few days Dad got us all together, told Scott how much
he und Mum liked him, and weleomed fim to the family. It
was ane of the best moments of my life. For me, coming out
was 8 long process. A couple of years apo my nephew came
ot 10 me—he isvery glad to have o gav uncle. W

BY WALT ELIAS

‘&ditor’s Corner

In this issue we feature the “stories”
of several of our members. Most of
us are moved by such stories, and some
deeply so. Each of us has our own take
om being gy, With very few excep-
tinns it has not been an easy path,

Ax we look around us; we observe
incredible diversity within the gay
community. This diversity, and our
willingness to accept it nften resalts in
the religious right rushing in to canse
problems. They are quick ro point out
the more extreme elements of our
commumity and present them 25 oar
normal way of life, Attendanoe ara
largre gay pride festival should illustrate
this diversity well.

Perhaps in part because of our
conservative uphringing, it can be
empting to judge orhers becapse
their path is not as “moral® as cur
own, ar at lesst we doonot perceive
it that way, We need to remember
that for each of us being gay isa
journey, and we will probably
chunge our own perspectives over
time. Most of us can think of things
that were inappropriate to us many
years ago that we now consider
perfectly fine, The very thing that
we may find so offensive at our
current place in life may become
our favorite thing to do ar some
paint in the funre.

some of us may not, for ex-
ample, like dreap queens, and may
indeed be embarragsed by chem.
However, we hopefully will ar least
respectfully coexist with them, and
perhaps even learm 1o enjoy their
peculiar form of homar

Our “take™ on life doesn’t have
ta be the same as the next person for
s oo he able o learn from their
experiences. We need o fisten
carefully to their stories and under-
srand their struggles. Each of our
lives i greatly enriched by consider-
ing the lives of others, different
though they may be from oor own.
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*Transitions " from page 5

zay man who lved in Clakchurst and he
introdhiced us to several other gy and
leshian members of our community. We
became active in the PFLAL chapeer and
bath David and T sérved an the board for g
couple of years.

Meanwhile, cur friend the church
organist decided w retive and asked if T
wintld consider applying for the paid
postion. | agreed to meet with the church
personnel committee , but tld myself thay
if they ssked about my sexual orentation, [
would tell them thar if it mamered [ didn
care to work for the dwrch. They didn't
ask and | was hired 25 both organist and
chear director. The chuareh - a nondenonm-
nationd Christian church - was founded
nearly 4 years ago when the community
wis too small churehes
for a vanety of denominations. T had never
direceed a choir before and wasnt cortain [
conild dov it Apparently the congregation
liked my work, though, beciuse after 1'd
been there about 6 months they agreed o
prirchase a new three marmal digital argan
which is the largest and hestin the

ously belonged 1o the local SDA church),

[ cocasionally attended dhe SDA
church with my mother but was never
hﬁdmﬂny;ﬁnmmh}'mﬁrur}'ﬁt
mstriament. © n salbes representative
Church new organ told me that he had
had a conversation with one of the SDA
ehuirch organists in which she had sxid “Tes
i shame we can't ask Lee w play for us, but
then proceeded o invite the sles rep
come and play for them, Lager, at the
dedicanion of our church’s new argan, Twas
pleased w introduce the SDA organist to
e

afer worling at
Community Church, Pastor Redmond
called mie ssde and said “Lee, Twant to ler
you Javow that next Samiday I'm geang to be
presching on homosevualicy. Several
members of the congregation have asked
mie 103 ddor 5o, Bnst P ot sare they're ready
for what I'm going o say”. (Remember
Pastor Redmand - the “red-necked
funcamentaliss preacher™) Tr turned et
that T haul been very wrang shout him. He
has o very inchsive theology and numbers

several gy peaple among his close frends.
Later, we learned that Pastor Redmond
grew up a Roman Cathalic and converted
tn Protestancism while he was in the
servive, The catalyse for his conversion was
a Seventh-day Adventist,. However, he did
not become an SDA. Instead becme o
minister in the Discples of Chbse Chorch,

Several months later, [invired Pastor
Bedmemnd ro speak ot 5 monthly PFLAG
meeting. In addidicn o Paswor Redmonsd
andl his wife, the Asuciate Pastor and the
Chairman of the chorch board also
uttended the PFLAG meeting with their
wives, When Lintroduced Pasor
Redmand to the group, I recountid the
story of my first impression and the fact
thar I had resolved ot w work for the
ehirch if asked about my sexial orienea-
ton. The chairman of the church board
spoke up at that point and said “they didn’
have o ask you, Lee, T'd already rold them
vu were iy

Shortly after: that meetng, Pastor
Redmond annognced his retirerment and s

See “Transttions' on page 12

| Winter Vegetable Stew

I oz dried porcinl mushrooms 4 v pormobells mushroomms, slieod

1% cup bailing vegeable stock 4 . shirake napshiroanss, sliped

3 T, olive ol 172 cup dey reil wine o vegetahle ssock

4 ehives garlic, minced 2 Ths, chopped frish roseemany, or 2 tsp ddried

| largu red onion or keek, chopped | surip aange peel 1 inch wide b 3 inches long.
¥ med carrom, carinm | inch pleed: Salt and pepper to tane

| celery roat, peeled and cat into | mch osbes 142 cup chopped tossted pecans

1002 white botmom musheoons, ijgrered 2 Ths, chopped fresh parstey for gamish

T 4 spniall bowl combine dried mshrooms snd hoiling sock. Let soak antil inushroams are
sofbened, shout 20 min. Sersin ligquid cheough ssevt mio anoeher small bowl sod sen side, Cozrmely
ehop mushrooms. Ina lirge por, hear 2 ablespoom olive ol over med. hest Add garlic, onban
o ek, carroey and celery ront and eock, miring often. untl vegerables hepin t enften, 10 nxin.
Adil dried and fresh mshrooms,. Cook, stirring often, ol mashroams are render, abous 10
min, Stir in reserved mushroom lquid, red wine or sock, rossmary and orange peel and iring ro
4 bedl. Redoce hesr o low anl simmer, partially covered, far |5 min. Sesson with sabt and
pepper. Surin pecang and gampd with chopped parstey,

Serves B
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COMMENTS: The above recipe is from Vegetarian Times, Febroary, 1998,
Contributed by Hal Johe
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One of the most treasured parts of
Kampmeeting is the “stories”

Jan is a long time
contributor o

KinMet.

Cannecion s kEarch 1998

It all started at La Sierra!

BY IAN RADCLYFFE

/ I \he first person I ever truly fell in love with
was 1 Catholic woman, whom I met in
collége — at La Sierra. She was from

New York and had heard that Loma Linda had a

goi] medical school. Sinee La Sierra was, at that

time, Loma Lindas undergraduate school, she
attended La Sierra until being aceepted into Loma

Linda. Afrer she gradusted and finished her

internship (three years after I had graduared and

begun my teaching career), we got an spartment
together. Although we were lovers in every sense
of the word, we had both been raised in sueh serict
homophobic religions; that we never admitted we
were leshians ... we told ourselves we were two
people who fell in love with esch other — and
hiesth just happened to be female! (Tt was easier

admit that | loved =i woman”, than to admit thot 1

loved “women” — and therefore loved her becamse

she was a woman.} We told ather peaple we were
roommates and best friends, which were both true,

We lived far enough sway from both of our jobs

that no one really had a clue about sur privace life,

We weren't living openly as leshians — we didn't

go to bars {straighe or gay) or even find a suppaort

group. We just worked, artended concerts; went i

the beach, flew kites, took trips together, and

totally enjoved being in love with each other, She
quite often attended church with me on Sabbath
morning, and | often atended mass with her on

Sunday morning.

Until one day three snd a kalf years later, 4 co-
worker of hers arranged a blind date for her, with a
friend her hushand worked with in the Army, He
was really nice, and Kari quickly fell in love with
huem. Tt was painful enough when she would go oue
with him and come home and rell me all the
mtimate details, but at least she was still sharing
inomacy with me. Later on, he began spending
weekends at our sparument, and T got to listen o
them making love in the room next to mine,
<otichl> People are expected to cry st weddings,
50 no one suspected that the tears in her maid of

honar's eyes were a mixture of “happy for her
becanse she's so happy” tears and “my heart is
broken" tears,

Before they were married, he 2t up a blind
date for me with another goy in the Army, who
wis 3 Bapdst. We dated for over twio vears and
had a lot of fun. T admired him for having high
moral standards; even though we were in our late
twenties, he never tried to get me w have sex with
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I cried myself to sleep on
my wedding night ...

because it was so disap-

pointing.

him. {That's probably why 1 liked him enoogh to
ge out with him for so long.) Then he was sent 1o
the Philippines for a vear; before he lefr, he mald
me not to sit arcund watting for him.  He said he
had a Lot of “personal i4sues™ {such as his rﬁ:[igitm}
that he had to resolve within himself, before he'd
e rr::l:E:.r for o seriss n-l:.rlhnr.hlp with anyvone,
After he left. I met 8 nice SDA man ar an
Adventist Singles retreat. He had just gotten a
néw job in another state, so we "dated” by tetrer
and by phone and saw each other about once every
six months—which made the relationship always
seem new and exciong. [ guess 1 allowed myself wo
fall in Jowe with the ided that he loved and cared
for me.  When he asked me to marry him, [ was
32 yenrs old and figured this was God's answer to
my prayers. [Afrer all, we were mught chat ifwe
asked God to take away “unnarural desires,” S/He
would do 20.] I eried myself to sleep on my
wedding night (long after he had rolled over and
gone 1o sleep) — because it was o disappointing,
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The incredible sense of oneness [ had
known with a woman simply wasn't
there with my husband, for whom I had
juse left 2 wonderful job and lifelong
friends I loved — to move halfway
across the country for a marriage that
should never have taken place.

I tried for several years to make it
wark and to live up to the vows 1 had
taken. [still hadn't come ot (even to
myself), so I couldn't really identify the
emptiness | felt inside, While I was
teaching grades 4—46 in a self-con-
tained class of 30 students at the SDA
schoaol (with no teachers aides and no
conference period), I was too busy and
exhausted to do more than merely
survive. I didn’t think I could live
through o third year of thar, so [
resigned and began substitute teaching,
With no papers to grade and no lesson
plans to write, 1 had a lot of tme on my
hands when my hoshand: worked
overtime / took nighe elasses / went
away on frequent bosiness trips.

We had just bought a VCR, so
rented a lot of movies. It was when I
watched “Personal Best” that a lighe
went an inside my head, In case you
haven't seen it Its about two female
athletes training for the Olympics, who
fall in love and begin a long-term
relationship. Of course, ar that ome
filmmakers thought they could anly
mzke 2 movie about leskians if one
hecomes straight or kills herself at the
end, 5o in "Persona! Best" one of them
falls in love with a guy. (1 could really
identify with the OTHER one'’s
feelings!) At the end of the movie, the
two of them are on the victory stand
together, and the boyfriend is standing
nearby, cheering. His girlfriend
whispers 1o her former lover, oo ask
what she thinks of him, When Tory
whispers back, "He's kinda cute — for a
guy!", it dawned on me that she
DIDNT auromarically assnme that
she, too, now had to find & guy.

| knew I'd been aroused by watch-
ing the love scene and all the female
athletes' bodies, but it wasn't until that
closing scene that I realized, “Tma
leshian, just like Tory!™ Thar felr both
liberating and terrifying at the same
time. It felt good to finally be able to
admie the truth wo myself, after all those

vears of living in denial. But I also felt
like it would cost me my salvation, as
well a5 my marriage, if I acted npon my
newfound identity. However, I needed
to find athers like myself. Ir ook
swhile, but I eventually found a group
af leshian friends. (My husband
thought I had joined a “feminist"
group.) One of them took me to a
lesbian bar and asked, "Did you ever
think there’d be this many queers in
Minnesora?!" She also showed me the
“Gay & Leshian Studies” section ina
big bookstore downtown, Through a
listing in Gayeliow Pages (and an ad in
MS. Magazine), | learned of the
existence af Kinship. I rented a BO.
box and began receiving their materi-
als. It wasa great relief to realize that
nowhere in the Bible ar the Spirit of
Prophecy is there 3 mention — let
alone & condemnation — of homosexu-
ality as-one’s naral onentadon. After
a lat of prayer and soal-searching, I
realized it wasn't fair to my hushand, or
to myself, o continue in the marmage.
When I left him, I told him be de-
served someone who could love him in
returm, 45 much ag he loved her. 1
never tald him — or anyone in the
church — that T was gay. |1 know |
hurt him a log, 30 1 was really happy for
him when I heard he had remarried;
they now have nwo children. |

By the way, I recently “ran into®
the Baptest guy [ had dated for 3 couple
of yesrs — at the Satorday-night-
before-Halloween black party in the
gay section of a nearby city. Dan, 3
Kinship buddy, and I were sitting in a
sandwich shop; just as | leaned down to
take a hite, 1 heard someone say hi wo
Dun. 'When Dan replied, “Hi, Bill," 1
looked up and saw HIM — the guy
who was 5o much fun' o date, becanse
he never tried to pressure me into
having sex with him. Dan saw us
staring at each other and stammering,
s0 he asked if we knew each other,
When we told him we had dated far
awhile, Dan said, “Well, that’s cool —
because you're gay and she's a leshian!"
iTt was the first — and the ondy pleasant
— time 've been outed!!)

I wish T could say I'm now living
my fairy tale's “happily ever after™
ending, bur I'm not sure if there is such

@

a thing here on earth. When I
requested my membership transferred
hiere to Texas, the ehurch hoard in
Minnesota voted not to send it.
Instead, they said the Holy Spirit had
told them [ was no longer a “member
in good and regular standing,” and
my name was removed from the
church books, To someone who had
attended Sabbath School from birth,
had gone to SDA schaols from first
grade through college, and then had
taught in church schools for rwelve
years and had led the Primary Sab-
bath Scheol division for three years;
that was like having the rug pulled
right out from under me, 1 felt like
they were taking my name out of that
big book in heaven — you know, the
one they tught us we hove to make
sure our rame ls written in, by “living
right"1?

Since then, I've come o be very
thankful for the fact that God will be
the only judge of who will and who
won't be in heaven. I've long believed
that, although they hive the maost
biblically-based major docerines [T still
believe in the Sabbath, the second
coming, death heing like sleep, ete.],
Adventists will NOT be the only anes
there. They've added too many nit-
picky rules — and they seem to
delight in making a person feel that
breaking one of them will keep you
out of heaven. A lot of whats done in
the name of the church is not only
uncaring, but downright unchristian
— and I think there will be conse-
quences for those who have been
responsible for the lives of others.

Despite the church's official
opinion, there dre two things I've
always been — and always will be: a
Seventh-day Advennst and n leshian!
God doesn't expect me to try to be
something ['m not, nor does 5/He say
I “can't be™ samething [ helieve in.
Even though I'm not ahle to be “out™
at work — without risking being out
OF work — I'm no longer lying to
myself, and thats a mant burden lifted
off of me. Only God knows what
Her/His plan i for the rest of my life.
I've learmed to say, “Thy will be done™
and accept it — one day at 2 ome! W
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estorl sarch committes was formed. 1
was concerned that 3 new pastor maght not
share Pastor Redmond's inclasive amimides.
So | spoke w the Chatrman of the church
board and asked whether be had congid-
ered the fact that with a new pastar
coming, the chirch maght also have 10 find
a new choir director. He lnigived
and said ""Thatk not a concern, Lee. We're
tefling every candidste thar we hove a gy
music directer: Wi abso tell themn that they
can accept the job or not bt our music
director and his partner are stoying in the
chareh.”" Diavad and 1 hawve been full
Hedged members of Community Church
for abour four vears now, David has served
twao terms on the dhnrch board and is
currenty working in the paid postion of
Church Secretary,

Otrously, the church has beoome the
foscal pedint: oof enar lives in the communiy:
However, we hove also developed some
close friendships ourside the church, One
ctrdé of friends is quite interesting in that it
includes Dasid and me, another gay coagale
end rwa sraight couples. When this group
grets together there are occasional com-
raents which ackmowledme owarenes of
oar relanonships, bt on the whale senal
prienfton 15 not an seee - we are smply a
gronp of eight friends having a plessant
soctal aftermoon or evening.

This past December, our home was
selected by The Mountain Commmunity
Wamen'’s Clab to be on their pnnus]
Hediday Open House Tour, Abenat 150)
peophe besht aokets and toured our
home. Orie womnan who was touring
asked me about moywife: T replied withoot
hesstation that 1 don®t have a wite, bt T do
have & partner named David. (David was
working an the day of the open honse.)
overheard ancther woman saying to her
friend “Dioesn’t this home resrdnd you of
Roper and Kevin home? — the one in
Palan Springs, not their other home!™

One might conclude from my story
thus far that David and 1 have stuembled
into 8 perfect cosmmunity where hio-
maphibia is nonexstent. Not entirely
trae, A deshian couple approached our
current pastor and asked if they could have
# Commitment Service, After some
deliberation, it was decided thar the retired
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ceremony. It was a beautifol garden service
with ane of the women in white sstin and
the nther in 2 nmedo. The current

served comimunion and Pastor Redmend
and his wife were among the guests.

“The Wedding" became the talk of the
enmre village and Community Chorch
becime known in same circles 85 the “Dark
Church™, Even within the congregation
there were same wha appeared to have
been comiortable with Divad and me who
were unhappy ahout *The Wedding™, One
comiple befi the church after a vain attempt
to lecture the pastor about the evil of
homosexuality. Another couple stpped
amending church zhour the same me and
the wile commiented that she coulidn’t bear
o it in charch amd warch “that bome-
sexal” play the organ every Sundhy

Several weeks bater, 3 new member
approached me-after o Sunday service with
somme questions about the argan, Afier we
had visited for-a few minutes, e s “Las,
I've just heard that our pastoe recently
perfurmed a mamiage for tvo women. [s
that rrue?™ | replied “no, it n't moe, but he
dfid Serve commumian or & comimitient
service for ewo women”, The new member
then said "den'y you kasow thar what they
are doing is an sboamination™ T responded
by asking him what materizl his shire was
made of.  He acknowbedged what Toould
alreacy see that it was a polyesier hlend, |

‘said “Meorman, scconling o Leviticus

15 1%, vour shart 15 an abomanation, and 1
have to tell you that 1 wm a gy man and
that the mil nmntalhngwwh I'.‘|'I:E RISt i
my parter.” Nommn apo pr

end said “IF T had knoam, T wouldn't have
saigl anything to you" Treplied that 1
would prefer be wmlked 1o me rather than
ahaut me, The next moming, Norman
and the Pastor had a bong visic and after thas

Norman was almest always the first person
to came up @nd shake my hand during the
Sacrament of Grecting,

Comet ber, it wall be six years
since David and | moved 1w oor village. T
hits been a most interesang adventore,
We've formed many pood frendships and
educated quite a frw people aboor gay/
leshéan isaes, Tn conclusion, T relate two
examples of the effect our lives have had on
the charch and our community:

First, when D Gene Swanson, our
enrrent Pastor was recently interviewed for
u full-page artde in the newspaper, he was
asked about the ficy that his church has
been babeled “gay™ by some in the commu-
nity. Pastor Sswansen’s respanse: “ [ don't
think we are 4 gay clurch anymore than
we are a divorce church, or & recovering
chorch or a simner church,” “Yes we have
gay people. Yes we have divorced people.
Anid ves. all of us &5 idennified a5 a sinner.
Enenapgh said,”

The tast imvolves 2 young man from
R pornmnity wham we met ata
PELAG meeting, He shared that he had
gromvm upn the Disciples of Chrse Charch
with a very strong religions faith. He had
not antended church for several vears since
comimg to the realizaton that he is gy
We were happ to vefl him that not only
wiis he weloome ot our church, bt thar the
Pastor was ordained in the Disciples
Church. John was in church the very next
Sunday, joined the choir and regularty
shared his considerahle musical alens
béfiwre he movesd away. During the time
Johnwas in our congregation, | once said
te hin i Jess were to visic Crabdharst, [
think hie wuld chooss o come o Com-
miznity Church.” John replied that he did
ot agree with me. When 1 asked why, be
saiel “Jess wouldnt comie o our chiurch
because hek already hers!™" W

Kinship €vents
For farther information cousact the appropriate vegional coordinator on page 2.

April 11: Region 9, Esster Party, Altadena.
il 18: Region B: Meeting. Pine Grove.

% Region 9. Meeting.

May 13: Repon B. Meering. Milpitas.

June 14-21 Kinship

neeting. Minneapolis,

June 28 Region 8. Gay Pride. San Francisco,

@



Kinship Operating Account Statement

Beginning Ending

Fund Name 01/01/98 Income Expense Transfers 03/31/98
General Fund 10,037.47 4 28324 (2,236.00y (7,500.00) 4.584.71
Program Funds

Connection 229203 1,110.00 (1,253.62) (.00 2,148 41
Kampmeeting 98 (2,100.00) 1,695.00 0.00 0.00 {405.00)
K'mig Scholorships 635.70 40.00 0.00 0.00 879.70
Project Funds

Advertising. General 18532 0.00 0.00 0.00 185.32
Advertising Women's 48 74 0.00 0.00 0.00 48.74
{Clergy Packet 96 (468.18) 0.00 0.00 0.00 (468.18)
Kid's Stuff 28000 0,00 0.00 .00 280.00
Member Wellness 5 50867 310.00 0.00 0.00 5 008 67
Womyn's Newsletier 200209 401.00 (410.75) 0.00 1,802 34
Regional Funds

01-Narth Atlantic 14572 0.00 0.00 000 145,72
D2-Mid Atfiantic 12229 0.00 0.00 000 12225
03-South Atlantic 197.50 0.00 0.00 0.00 197.50
04-Great Lakes 50.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 50.00
05-Great Plains 23097 0.00 0.00 0.00 23087
D6-Rocky Mountain 163.87 0.00 0.00 0.00 163.87
07-Pacific Northwest 143.58 0.00 0.00 0.00 143 58
08-Central Pacfic 338.12 5.00 0.00 0.00 34312
08-Southwest US 131827 5.00 (.00 Q.00 132327
10-Kinship Canada 45.00 0.00

$21,271

5784024 (%

Kinship Endowment Account Statement

Beginning Transfers | Expense / Em:llng
|Restricted Investments 01/01/98  Deposits Adjustments Disbursed 03/31/98
Asset Allocation
Bank America Savings 76691 248 (468.21) 0.00 301.18
37,573.08 309.31 5,194 86 (28.95) 4304830
its 2344093 7,786.74 48573 0.00
: $8,0898.53 $510238  ($28.95) $/5 04288

Motes:

1. (Brackets) denote a subtracted amount or negative balance.



REGISTRATION
FORM

o ] R e gy e
KAMPMEETING

1998

June 14 - 21
Mount Olivet
Retreat Center
Farmington, MN

Transpordation can be provided
framn Minneapalis - 51, Paul
International airpor fora
suggested
donation of §10

Payrment plans as well asa limited
number of scholarships are
available, Please call or write for
Informatian,

Eiight Iri i
Arrival date
Time
Airline
Flight

Complete this form and mail
with payment to:

SDA Kinship
PO Box 7320
Laguna Niguel, CA, 92607
USA
(714) 248-1299

iName

Sireaf Aodrass

ity Siate Pl
_Eu:lmnj.r Phone

Freferred rogimmale (musl complete separale regisiration form), Please usa fwa farms

¥ Chack as
U0 0 O 0D 08 o O,

Enfire week ! 3un Mon  Tua Wed Thur Fn  Sgt ==
A. Double or Triple occupancy (per person)

$450.00 entire week or $75.00 daily rate  §

(These are only 18 of these rooms.)
B. Single occupancy (per person)

$895.00 entire week or $135.00 daily rate S
C. Dormitory rooms (per person)

$375.00 entire week or 560,00 daily rate &
D. Airport transport $10.00 o
E. T-Shirt $15.00 &
F. My donation to help the scholarship fund §

Total 5

Down payment (350 min) $
Balance due by May 15th. §

Check enclosed (made out to SDA Kinship)
[] Please charge my Mastercard or Visa

Amount authorized to be charged &

Card # = - -

Card expiration date

Signature

Confirmation will be sent to persons registering by May 15, 1998. Pre-payment of
Kampmesting fees is appreciated since Kinship has to pre-pay the faciiity. Rooms
are assigned on a first come first serve basis. Amounts quoted are in LS currancy,
Those individuals staying in the double sccupancy raoms will be maved on Friday
nite due 1o the slumber party sheduled for that nkght



